ACTIVITY

Write the type of paragraph and explain your choice. Share ideas with the
class.

Comparison - Descriptive - Narrative

Persuasive - Informative or expository

Paragraph # 1
One North Carolina man found quite a surprise last year while fishing in the
Catawba River: a piranha. Jerry Melton, of Gastonia, reeled in a one pound,
four ounce fish with an unusual bite. Melton could not identify it, but a nearby
fisherman did. Melton at first could not believe he had caught a piranha. He
said, "That ain't no piranha. They ain't got piranha around here.” Melton was
right: the fish is native to South America, and North Carolina prohibits
owning the fish as a pet or introducing the species to local waterways. The
sharp-toothed, carnivorous fish likely found itself in the Catawba River when
its illegal owner released the fish after growing tired of it. Wildlife officials
hope that the piranha was the only of its kind in the river, but locals are
thinking twice before they wade in the water.

Paragraph # 2
Piranha are omnivorous, freshwater fish, which are mostly known for their
single row of sharp, friangular teeth in both jaws. Piranhas' teeth come
together in a scissor-like bite and are used for puncture and tearing. Baby
piranha are small, about the size of a thumbnail, but full-grown piranha grow
up to about 6-10 inches, and some individual fish up to 2 feet long have been
found. The many species of piranha vary in color, though most are either
silvery with an orange underbelly and throat or almost entirely black.
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Paragraph # 3
Forest and river dominate O'Leno State Park. By contrast, Lloyd Beach State
Recreation Area, near Fort Lauderdale, is dominated by the oily bodies of
sun-worshippers who crowd into it every summer weekend. Where O'Leno
gives you so much quiet you can hear the leaves whispering, Lloyd Beach is a
place of boisterous activity. You can walk a few yards in O'Leno and pass
beyond every sign of human civilization. When you walk at Lloyd Beach, you
have to be careful to step over the picnic baskets, umbrellas, jam boxes, and
browning bodies. At night, O'Leno wraps itself with the silence of crickets
and owls. Lloyd Beach is busy with fishermen till well past midnight. If you
want to fish near town, or dive into the busy bustle of an urban beach, Lloyd
Beach is the place to go. But if you want to stand at the edge of civilization
and look across time into an older natural world, O'Leno is the park to visit.

Paragraph # 4
Before you go camping in Florida, plan ahead. Don't wind up in the wilds when
you want to be near Disney World, and don't wind up on a concrete RV pad
when you really want the forest primeval. Find out what parks are available,
and what they are like. Get good information on what to expect, and what
your options are. This can make all the difference in the quality of your
vacation.

Paragraph # 5
English is the language spoken throughout most of Canada, but in Quebec, the
most populated province, and in areas near Quebec, French is the first
language. Because of this, Canadians recognize French and English as of ficial
languages that are used in business and government. Many people are bilingual
and easily go from French to English and vice versa when speaking with
tourists. The farther west you go, the more English you'll hear, but it is
common to meet people throughout the country who are familiar with both
languages.
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