SPEAKING SKILL Asking for and Giving Clarification

‘When participating in a conversation, you often need 1o ask for or give clarification.
Here are some expressions you Can use:

Asking for Clarification Giving Clarification
fm soery. did youi say ... ? N, | said that ...
Excuse me, | hove a guestion. Lt re explain.

Coould you please explain that 7 Yes, Imean that ...
Doyoumeanthat...? o put it anctherway, ...
T ofraic | donft understand. I other wods, ..

vl, Read and listen to the conversation. Write the missing phrases you hear.

Emily: During the lecture, you said that the cowboy tradition in Mexico began in the

16005, . the situation there today?

Professor Diaz: Certainly. Some cowboys in Mexico are workers who live with the cattle
and take care of them. The ranchies there can be very large, and cattle need to be moved
from place to place, so there are still cowboys working in Mexico today.

Liam: You talked about iwo kinds of cowbaoys in Mexico.
therm again?
Professor Diaz: Sure. The rost farnows cowboys in Mexico are the chamos. They ride their

horses in contests called charreadas. The other kind of cowboys ara the vagueros—the
ones who work with cattle every day,

Liam:

‘Whiat kind of wark do chares do; exactly?

Professor Diaz: |1l n -For charos, riding horses and roping
cattle is mostly a sport, or a hobby. Charras have many of the same skills as any cowbay,
and they perform those skills for an audience in the charmeada events. But for the vagueros,

this is their job. s how they make a living.

Limm: OK. 50, Manuel Fodriguez ... the cowboy inthe book ... is a vaguerg, not a chamo, right? o

Professor Diaz: Bactly!
Emily: Just to clarify, : charros aren't real cowbays?
Professor Diaz: Mo, charos are a pat of the cowboy tradition,

&

but miany of them don’t do it a3 actual work.
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