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b p m f i u u er |
! d t n L a ia ua
| g k h 0 uo |
L q x o ie e l
[ ai uai |
al uei (ui)
| ao iao |
| J

SWAEMTEUE ( P97 ) Tones (Four Tones)

DL I R AT AT DU, PR (55) | TN (35) | Bk
(214) FISEPUAS (51)  DLIFAY A7 X8 SLAPER]

There are four basic tones in Chinese, respectively called the Ist wone (55), the 2nd
tone (33), the 3rd tone (214) and the 4th tone (51). They make difference in meaning.
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mother fibrous crops
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Read the syllables aloud and pay attention to the tones,
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Chinese Syllables

DU — MR, B, = RO, — AR, — ey
RERE— T4, DL — T T AT AL, (DS 5 AT 0 61 b

A Chinese syllable is usually made up of an initial, a final and a tone. Generally
speaking, one Chinese character corresponds to one syllable. A Chinese syllable can have

no initial, but must have a final and a lone.

BHIETS Syllable FtF Initial | #98} Final i Tone
mao (%, cat) m ao -
ya (&, fish) U .
jie (41, elder sister ) i ie v
er (=, two) er )

A oo f) KA, Wiy, U ke s L, O, 8 A w
Note : When { or ii acts as a syllable by itself, y is added before it, with the two dots on the top of
ti being removed; when i acis as o syllable by itself, w is added before it

| BN, W19 W4 il b S
Look at the pictures and read the monosyllabic words aloud. '
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Look at the pictures and read the disyllabic words aloud.

4 RNk a0 dr i Tone Sandhi: 3" tone + 3 tone
WA = e, WA WA M, 343N 243, 1
w “ni (BR) "+ “hae (&F) 7 R “ni hao” . (B, SN
When two third-tone syllables are read in sequence, the first syllable tums into the second
1one. i.e.. the 3+3 sequence becomes a 243 bine. For example, “nT ( )" + “hto (3F) " is

read “ni héio™. However, when put in the written form, the original tone is kept.

\ + A4 — /! -+ A4

ni (i) héo (#f) ni hao
k& (7T) yi (¥4) ke yi
fa (48) dao () fd dao

BT A, TR NP &R ore
Read the following words aloud and pay atiention to the change in the tone of the
1 1one syllables.

ni hdo keyi faddo Xi00)ie
kouyl yufa Fayl t&o hao
liGojié ybuhdo yusdn shdubitio
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