The letter “u” and the sound [u]
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1. Sounds produced by the letter “u”

In English, several sounds are produced by the letter “u™:

[u] flute }
[*] flutter Letter “u”

> In Spanish, only one sound is produced by the letter “u.”

This sound is the [u] as in “flute.”

[u] dltima, bruja, punto > Letter “u”

2. Letters that produce the sound [u]

In English, more than one letter can produce the sound [u].

Letter “u” [u] as in flute
Letter “o” [u] as in who
Letters “ou” [u] as in route

Letters “oo”
Letters “oe”
Letters “ue”

[u] as in hoot
[u] as in shoe
[u] asin glue
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# In Spanish, only one letter produces the sound [u].

Letter “u™ > [u] as in @ltima

3. Pronunciation Reminder

The Spanish vowels are *short” in duration in comparisen to English; the sound is not drawn-
out, like the sound cows make: “m00000000.” It is short, like “Oh no! What are we going

to do about this?”

4. Making the Sound
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The sound [u] is called a rounded back high vowel. The tongue approaches the roof of the
mouth, while pushing toward the back of the mouth. When making the sound [u], the lips
form a rounded shape that is tighter than [0]. The drawing below illustrates the approximate
position of the tongue while producing the sound [u].
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Exercises to practice the Spanish [u]
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A. For the following list of English words, look at the bold vowel. Say the words aloud, and !

circle the words with bold vowels that produce the [u] sound like the Spanish letter “u.”

Roommate
Utter
Shoe
Through
Shoe

Aloud
Who
Uncouth
House
Thus

But

Blue
Uncouth

Boost j

Brute

B. Look at the following pairs of words in English and Spanish. Listen to them aloud and note

the different pronunciations of the bold vowels. Using the phonetic guide table, choose the
correct phonetic symbol for the bold vowel and write it on the line next to the word. Try to use
correct pronunciation of all the vowels, but focus particularly on the letter “u.

English Spanish
1. Ultimate [ | Ultima M
2. Much B Mucho ]
3. Nocturnal [ ] Nocturno [ ]
4. Institution [ _____ ] Institucional [ ]
5. Duke L] Duque S
6. June _— Junio bccsine]
7. Occur ST Occurir L]
8. Consultation] ] Consultacion|[ ]

C. Look at the following long words. Sound them out slowly with correct vowel pronunciation,
then practice saying them faster while maintaining correct pronunciation.

Aerofumigacion
Estadounidense
Hamburgueseria
Malacostumbrarse
Pluscuamperfecto

{crop-dusting)
{American)
(hamburger restaurant)
(to become spoiled)
{perfect subjunctive)
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