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READING COMPREHENSION Themes of Narratives / Fables

1. The Dogs and the Hides

Some dogs famished with hunger saw a number of cowhides steeping in a river. Not being
able to reach them, they agreed to drink up the river, but it happened that they burst
themselves with drinking long before they reached the hides.

What is the moral/theme of the story?

Explain how your answer relates to the story:

2. The Monkey and the Shake

One winter a Monkey found a Snake stiff and frozen with cold. He had compassion on it,
and taking it up, placed it in his bosom. The Snake was quickly revived by the warmth, and
resuming its natural instincts, bit the monkey, inflicting on him a mortal wound.

What is the theme of the story?

Explain how your answer relates to the story:

3. The Fir-Tree and the Bramble

A FIR-TREE said boastingly to the Bramble, "You are useful for nothing at all: while I am
everywhere used for roofs and houses." The Bramble answered: 'You poor creatures, if you
would only call to mind the axes and saws which are about to hew you down, you would have
reason to wish that you had grown up a Bramble, not a Fir-Tree."

What lesson does the Bramble teach the Fir-Tree?

Explain how your answer relates to the story:

uoLIVEWORKSHEETS



4. The Flies and the Honey-Pot

A number of flies were attracted to a jar of honey which had been overturned in a
housekeeper's room, and placing their feet in it, ate greedily. Their feet, however, became so
smeared with the honey that they could not use their wings, nor release themselves, and were
suffocated.

What is the moral/theme of the story?

Explain how your answer relates to the story:
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