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FIGURE 19,37 A passive confinental margin shows features formed during rifting. Tilted fault Blocks that formed during initisl rifting
define the margins of continentall crust. Continen tal sedimentary deposits consisting of alluvial [an conglomerate and playa bake evaporites may
be preserved in marrow grabens. As the continent subsides. reelfs and associsted beach ond lagoon sediments are deposited, and eventually the
entire margin is covered by a thick sccumulation of shallow-marine sediment that arsdes into deep-mafine sediment. Poorly soned dinty
sundstone and shale are deposited by turbidity carrents in the deep walter,
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Thickest section of sediments are deposited
adjacent to the continents, above the
transitional crust, in the region that becomes

-40 km : the hinge zone. Can be up to 20 km thick.
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1. Describe the continental margin of Western North America.
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2. Describe the continental margin of Eastern North America.

3. Why are there mountain ranges at passive margins?
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