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In school, students learn to view among scientists a
natural part of the progress of science; most textbooks are written science is
a set of truths to be memorized. Teachers, especially in America, are under

to cover a large number of unrelated science topics each year to prepare
their students for accountability tests, which generally students' ability to
recall facts. When is emphasized over , there simply is not time
to discuss how the scientific ideas came to be. There is time to help
students the meaning of the ideas themselves. On the occasions
when students are exposed to historical ideas about science, those ideas be
dismissed with minimal discussion of why they were replaced, or why scientists held
them in the first place. Students are with the impression that scientists held
some silly ideas in the past, but now they have them all figured out, and today's

scientific theories are true.
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