D Why is this? Professor Charles Bond from the Texas Christian
University has conducted surveys into the sorts of behaviour
people associate with lying. He has interviewed thousands of
people from more than 60 countries, asking them to describe
how they set about telling whether someone is lying. People’s
answers are remarkably consistent. Almost everyone thinks
liars tend to avert their gaze, nervously wave their hands
around and shift about in their seats. There is, however,
one small problem. Researchers have spent hour upon hour
carefully comparing films of liars and truth-tellers. The results
are clear. Liars do not necessarily look away from you; they
do not appear nervous and move their hands around or shift
about in their seats. People fail to detect lies because they
are basing their opinions on behaviours that are not actually
associated with deception.
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