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3BOHOK pa3aasncs, koraa AHapéit MeTpoBuy NOTepSn yxé BCAKYIO
Hapéxay. The call came when Andrei Petrovich had Lost all hope.
- 3ppascTsyiiTe, st N0 06bABNEHUIO. Bbl faéTe ypoku nuteparypbi?
-"Hello, regarding your ad. Do you give literature lessons?"
AHppéin MeTposny BrNsaéncs B akpaH BuaeodoHa. Andrei Petrovich peered at the
videophone screen. My>xuitHa nop TpiauaTe. The man is about thirty (years old). CTpéro
0fET - KOCTIOM, FANcTyK. Formally dressed - a suit and tie. YnbiGaeTcs, Ho rnasa
cepbeéaHble. He is smiling, but his eyes are serious.
Y AHgpés MeTpdsuya EkHyno Nog cépauem,o6basnéHe oH BbiBEWMBaN B ceT’
Wb NO NPUBEIYKE. Andrei Petrovich's heart skipped a beat, he posted the ad on the net only
out of habit. 3a AécsTL NeT G6INO WeECTL 3BOHKOB. In fen years, there were six calls.
Tpobe ownbnuce HoMepoMm, Three had wrong number, ewé AsGe okasanuce
CTpaxoBbIMW aréHTamu, another two turned out to be insurance salesman, a ofH
nonyTan nuTepartypy ¢ nMratypoit. and one confused literature with legislature.
- [-pato ypokw, - 3anuHAACh OT BONIHEHWS, cka3an AHapéi MeTposuy. “Y-Yes, |
do,” Andrei Petrovich stuttered anxiously. - H-Ha nomy. Bac uHTepecyet nuteparypa?
“I-In my home. You are interestec in literature?” - IHTepecyer, - KUBHYN CO6ECEAHMK. -
MeHs$ 30BYT Makcim.
“I'am.” The caller nodded. - Hy name is Haksim. - M03B6NbTE y3HATL, KaKOBEI YCNOBUS.
May | ask, what do you charge?
«3anapom!» - ensa He BbIPBaNOCh y AHApés MeTpdsuya. - /f's free! - nearly
exclaimed Andrei Petrovich. - Onnara nouacosas, - 3acTaBun ce6 BEIFOBOPUTL OH. -
Mo poroBop&HHOCTW. ‘Rates are per hour under the arrangement,” he forced himself to say.
- Korpa 6bl Bl XOTéNM HauaTb? “When would you like to start?” - [lasaiiTe 34BTpa, -
pewnTensHo ckasan Makcim. “Let’s [start] tomorrow,” Maksim said definitively. - B
n[écaTb yTpa Bac ycTpouT? Does fen in the morning suit you? K nesaTir 8 oTBOXY
[eTéi B WwKoNy, a NoTOM cBO6GAEH A0 ABYX. | drop the kids off at school by nine, and
after | am free until two.” - YeTpouT, - o6paposancs AHapén MeTposuy. “That works,”
Andrei Petrovich replied happily. - 3anitceiBaiiTe anpec. “Write down the address.” -
[oBopitTe, st 3anOMHIO. “I'll remember it. Go ahead.”

B 3Ty Houb AHapéii MeTpdBuny He cnan, Andrei Petrovich didn't sleep that
night. XoAiN MO KPOLWEYHO KOMHaTe, He 3Has, Kyaa AesaTs
TPACYLUMECS OT NePEXNBAHIIN PYKWA. He paced the tiny room, not knowing
what to do with his shaking hands. BOT y>xé nBeHAAUATB NET OH XWUN Ha
HULLeHcKoe nocobue. C Toré camoro AHs, Kak ero yBonunu. For
twelve years, he lived on a meager subsistence since the day he had been fired.

- Bblcnn Y3KUI CNeLnanicT, - CKasan Toraa, AMpEKTop nuués ans
[DeTéi C ryMaHUTAPHBLIMI HaKNOGHHOCTAMM. “You are too narrow a specialist,” the
director of the Liberal arts high school had said back then. - Mbl uéHnM Bac kak ’
ONbITHOro NPenofaBAaTens, Ho BOT Balll NPEAMET, yBE... We appreciate you as
a skilled teacher, but your subject, alas.. CkaxiiTe, Bbl He XOTUTe Nepey4nTLCS?
Tell me, would you Like to be retrained? CTOMMOCTL 06Y4éHMA NNLEN MOT Gbl
4aCTYHO ONNaTiTL. The cost of retraining could be partially paid by the school.
BupTyanbHas 3Tuka, OCHOBbI BUPTYaNbHOrO Npaea, UCTopus
POGOTOTéXHMKM - Virtual ethics, the basics of virtual rights, and the history of
robotics - Bbl BNONHE Gbl MOrN NpenoaasaTs 3T0. you could teach them. Jaxe
KuHemaTorpad BCé el AOCTATOUHO NonynAipeH. Even cinematography is still
quite popular. EMY, KOHEUYHO, HEAONTO OCTANOCH, HO Ha Bal BeK... Kak Bbl
nonaréerte? It, of course, will not last long, but at your age...What do you think?”
AHppéit MeTpoBMY OTKA3ANCA, O YEM HEMANIO NOTOM COXaNén. Andrei
Petrovich refused, which he regretted later.

Hoayto pa6oTy HaiTin He yaanoc, He failed o find a new job. nuTepatypa
OCTanach B CYATaHHbIX y4€6HbIX 3aBEAEHUsIX, NOCNéaHne 6uGnnoTexKn
3aKpPbIBANUCS, Literature remained in few schools, the Last Libraries closed,
unodnorv oanH 3a Apyrm nepeksanuduLpoBanich KTo BO YTO
ropéapa. and philologists, one after the other, retrained in their own way. Mapy net
OH 06MBAN NOPOrN FMMHA3WIA, NNUEEB 1 cneuwkon. For a few years, he
pestered lycées and specialized advanced schools.
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MoTom yunncs nonroga Ha Kypcax nepeksanudukaumm. Then took
six months of retraining classes. Koraa ywna xeHa, 6pocun n ux. When
his wife left, he stopped. CGepexéHus GBICTPO 3akOHUMAUCH, W
Axppéto MeTpdBMYy NPUWINGCH 3aTHHYTL PEMEHb.

As his savings quickly dwindled, Andrei Petrovich had to tighten his belt. MoTom
NpPoAaTh adpoMoGIb, CTapbIil, HO HAAEXHBINA. Then, he sold his aircar, old and
reliable. AHTUKBAPHbIA CEPBI3, OCTABLUMIACS OT MaMbl, 32 HUM BELLW. He
also sold his mother's antique fea set, his mother's memento, after that personal
belongings. A 3aTém.. AHapés MeTpdBrya MyTINO KAXABINA Pas, KOraa oH ’
BCMOMUHAN 06 3ToM - And then.. Andrei Petrovich felt nauseated every time he
recalled the memory. 3aTéM HacTana duepeab KHWT. [pEBHUX, TONCTbIX,
6YMAXHBIX, TOXe OT MaMb!. Then, it was the books’ turn: ancient, thick, paper. also
from his mother. 3a papuTETbI KONNEKUMOHEPL! AABANK XOPOLINE AEHBI,
TaK 4To rpac Toncroin kopminn Lénbiit Mécsil, Collectors paid good money for
the rare books, so Count Tolstoy fed him for a month. [locToésckuii - nse Hepénu.
BYHuH - nonTope!. Dostoevsky for two weeks. Bunin for one and a half .

B pesynbTare y AHppés MeTpoBuya OCTanochb MOACOTHU KHUT - As a
result, Andrei Petrovich was left with fifty books - cambix NIOGIMBIX,
nepeynTaHHbIX Mo AECATKY pas, Tex, C KOTOPbIMU PACCTATLCA He Mor. the
most cherished, read over a dozen [Lit. ten]] times - with which he could not part.
Pemapk, XemuHryait, Mapkec, Bynrakos, Bpoackuir, MactepHak.. KHitrn
CTOANM Ha 3TaxépKe, U 3aHMMANK YeTbipe NONKW, Remarque, Hemingway,
Harquez, Bulgakov, Brodsky, Pasternak..the books were on the bookshelf and occupied
four shelves. AHapéi MeTpoBUY exeaHEBHO CTUPAN C KOPeWwKOB Nbib.
Andrei Petrovich cleaned them daily with a duster.

«Ecnu 5TOT napeHb, Makcim, - ayman Anppéii MeTposud, HEpBHO
pacxaxuvsas OT CTeHkl K CTeHe, /f this guy, Maksim, Andrei Petrovich thought,
nervously pacing from wall to wal. - écnm oH.. Toraa, BO3MOXHO, yaacTcs
OTKyNiTL Ha3an BanemoHTa. Mnu Mypakamu. inu Amany». /f he works out,

then perhaps, I can buy back Balmont. Or Hurakami. Or even éﬁmada. S
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