FCE Reading and Use of English Part 7: Multiple Matching

You are going to read a selection of letters from a motoring magazine. For questions 1-10, choose from the

people (A-E). The people may be chosen more than once.

This month we feature your early driving experiences.

A

I'd been taking lessons for a year before | passed
my driving test at the age of eighteen, but my dad
never gave me any help. Even after I'd passed, he
never let me use the car. 5o | used to take my
dad's keys before leaving the apartment block
where we lived and would run round to the car
park at the back where my father left the car at
night. He hardly ever used the car after getting in
from work. | used to go and see my girlfriend or
just drive around and then come back and leave
the car in exactly the same place. One night
though, | got back at around ten thirty only to find
there were no parking spaces left. | suppose
because | went in and told my dad the truth
straight away he was quite good about it.
Although he did stop my allowance for four
weeks.

Terry

B

My most unfortunate driving experience
happened ages ago, before I'd actually passed my
driving test. My girlfriend's father used to let her
borrow his car whenever we were going to the
cinema or something. Anyway, I'd been thinking
about learning to drive and | persuaded her to let
me have a go. We took the car down to the beach
on the sand where no one could see us and she let
me take the wheel. We were having such fun that
we didn't notice the tide was coming in until the
car was actually swimming in the water. We had
to leave the car where it was and catch the bus
back to tell her dad. By the time the three of us
returned, the car was almost covered in water.
Needless to say, her father wasn't too pleased.
The funny thing is her dad ended up selling me the
car after | passed my test.

Carl

C

| was teaching my mum to drive and we were
coming down a rather narrow road which had cars
parked on both sides. Suddenly, from nowhere
there was a young man on a bike coming towards
us. Mum slammed the brakes on but he crashed
into us, landed on the car and then rolled off. My
mother and | both jumped out of the car to see if
he was all right. Fortunately, he stood up and said
he was OK, just a little shaken. My mum offered
to give him some money for the repair of the bike,
and then an old lady came along. When she saw
what had happened, she began shouting at my
mother, saying she must have been driving too
fast and that it was a bad example to set to her
young daughter. Poor old mum didn't say a word
and | had to explain that she was still learning to
drive.

Sarah

D

My advice about learning to drive would be to
have proper lessons from a qualified instructor
and never to let a friend or family member try to
teach you. It's a quaranteed way to spoil a good
relationship. Every Sunday, when the traffic was
quieter, my father would pick me up and take me
for a drive along the streets of our hometown and
give me a lecture on how to drive, explaining
everything he was doing and why. Eventually it
was my turn to have a go. My dad was so nervous
that he panicked before I'd even started up the
engine. He used to shout at the slightest mistake,
and when the lesson was finally over he'd come
home and have a large glass of whisky to calm
down.

Karen

uoLIVEWORKSHEETS




E

| didn't start learning to drive until | was twenty
one. I'd spent lots of money on lessons but | was a
terrible driver, | must admit. The first time | took
my driving test nobody expected me to pass. But
after failing another four times the pressure was
really on. | took my test for a sixth time and failed
yet again, but | was too embarrassed to admit it to

Which person...

1) had a parent who was accused of driving dangerously?

2) bought a car?

3) drove his girlfriend’s dad’s car?

4) drove alone without a license?

5) had to defend one of their parents?

6) drove the family car without permission?
7) used to make their father nervous?

8) paid for driving lessons?

9) had no driving instruction from their father?

my family, so | just pretended that I'd passed after
all. My family were delighted and my mother
went out and bought me a car the next day. |
didn't know what to do so | just got in and drove. |
continued to drive - illegally - for three months.
Fortunately | was never stopped by the police and
the next time | took my driving test | passed.

Mike

10) was given driving lessons by an older member of their family?
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