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SECTION A: Reading Comprehension

Read the text and circle the correct option, true (T) or false (F).

Sticky Business

Thousands of different brands of chewing gum are available in the shops today. They have different logos,
but the products inside are very similar. Each company tries to find different ways of selling their products.
Contrary to popular belief, chewing gum can be really beneficial. Some producers say that chewing gum helps you

both concentrate and relax. Recent TV advertisements also tell us that 20 minutes of chewing can prevent tooth
decay. Research has shown that when people are told this, sales increase.

Although the making of chewing gum'’s big business now, it is not a modern invention. For centuries, the
ancient Greek chewed gum. The gum was obtained from mastic trees, which were found mainly in Greece and
Turkey.

It was in the 19" century, however, that the process of making modern chewing gum was developed. In the
late 1860s, chicle was discovered in sapodilla trees in the Mexican rainforest. Gum made from chicle is much
smoother and more elastic than gum from mastic trees.

The process of collecting chicle from the rainforests is difficult. Chicle flows more easily before the sun
comes up; that is why it is usually collected at night. The chicles collectors (chicleros) go into the hot, humid forests
and climb up the sapodilla trees in the dark.

When it comes out of the tree, chicle is liquid and therefore difficult to transport. So it is heated on small
fires. When it cools down, it is made into large sticky blocks. These are then transported to production centres. The
price paid for a kilo of gum when it leaves the forest is $1.75. When it reaches the shops, consumers pay about
100 times that price.

It is getting more difficult for the chicleros to make a living, however. Many alternatives to chicle have been
developed and the main part of chewing gum is now man-made. Only a few natural products are used to help
improve the flavor and the texture. As a result, the chicleros find it difficult to sell their product to the big companies.

The companies have no difficulty in selling to the consumer, however. Chewing gum is big business. If all

the pieces of gum produced every year were laid end to end, they would stretch to the moon and back six times!
Adapted from Going for Gold (Intermediate) Longman

1) Chewing gum has no positive aspects.
2) Chicle was discovered in sapodilla trees in Ancient Greece.
3) The collecting of chicle takes place during the night.

4) Itis easier to transport chicle when it is not solid.
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5) Gum extractors make a high profit in the chewing gum market.

SECTION B: Language in Use

I) Read the passage below. Choose the correct option for each gap and write it in the box.
New Technology and Progress?

Technology is making (1)____ rapid progress in different areas. For example, doctors today can help babies, even
before they are born. They can discover health problems and — sometimes — they can even resolve them. Parents
can already choose to have a boy (2) ___ a girl, and soon they'll be able to choose their baby's eye and hair colour.
Some scientists think we might be able to choose a personality and level of intelligence for our children.

Another way in which science (3)___ people is with cosmetic surgery. Doctors can change most parts of a
person's face or body and this is very important for people who have been in accidents. (4)__ that, technology
can also be beneficial for the natural environment since scientists use chemicals to change the weather and we
(5)__ now create rain in some areas, and stop it in others, which, of course, has both advantages and
disadvantages.

Adapted from English Result -intermediate (Oxford)

1. A. the B. - C. a D. an

2. | A or B. and C. but D. in addition to
3. | A help B. have helped C. is helping D. has been helped
4. A. Apart from B. And C. In addition D. As well

5. | A. will be able B. might be able C. had been able D. can
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Il) Put the verbs in brackets in the correct form. Use modals if necessary.

Does your Dog Look Like You?

(1) (you/ hear) people say that dogs look like their owners? Well, researchers wanted
(2) (find) out if that is true, and, if so, how this happens. First of all, they took photos of 45
dogs and their owners. They mixed the photos up and asked a group of people to match them.

The people who took part in the research succeeded in matching most of the owners with their dogs if
they were pure-bred — dogs whose parents are both the same type of dog. However, they
(3) (not / be able) to do the matching for mongrels — dogs with parents of two different
types. The researchers have suggested that this (4) (be) because people choose dogs
which look like themselves, and people who want pure-bred dogs choose their pets more carefully.

The researchers say it isn't clear how the people in their study actually did the matching. They didn't
simply match hairy dogs with hairy people or big dogs with big people. It (5) (seem) that
they used a more complicated method, such as matching friendly-looking dogs with friendly-looking
people.

Adapted from English Result-Intermediate (Oxford)

III) Complete the second sentence so that it has a similar meaning to the first sentence. You
must use the word given and cannot change it.

1. If you take a map you will not get lost. (UNLESS)
You a map.
2. | never got good grades at university. (USE)
| good grades at university.
3. Teresa doesn't have a laptop so she always uses mine. (WOULD)
Teresa one.
4. In some countries people stopped using plastic bags 16 years ago. (FOR)
In some countries people years.
5. She doesn't enjoy watersports because she finds water terrifying. (OF)
She doesn't enjoy watersports because she water.

SECTION C: Writing

Choose ONE of the following and write about 120 words.

I. A group of students from New Zealand visited your school last week. Write an informal e-mail to your best
friend, who is living in England at the moment, describing who you met and the activities you did with that
person. Also, invite your friend to your country next holidays and suggest activities to do.

Il. An online magazine has organized a national writing contest to encourage its readers to send their own
articles entitled “Studying abroad opens up your mind” to be published on their website. Write an essay
sharing your opinion about the topic.
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