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Essay: Thinking before you write
An essay task will sometimes give you a question asking for your opinion and two ideas to help you write
about it. Before you start writing, you must decide the following:

+ what your opinion is on the topic.

+  how you will use the two glven ideas to support your opinion.

= what the third idea will be.
If you find this difficult, imagine chatting to a friend about the topic and the given ideas. What might you say?
Write guick notes and then choose the best ideas to use in your essaw.

1 Read this writing task and the two conversations that discuss notes 1 and 2 from the task. Which
conversation do you agree with?

You have had a class discussion on sport and

'a) A: Top footballers? There are only a few
money. Your teacher has now asked you to write an people in the world with such talent and
essay for homework. skill. Excellence should be rewarded.
Write your essay using all the notes and giving B: Yes, and it's a hard life. They get up early
reasons for your point of view. {140-190 words) and train for hours even in bad weather,

as well as travelling and playing in the
Many footballers get paid a lot of money. evenings and at weekends. J
Do they deserve it or not?
O A: There are plenty of talented and highly-
Notes skilled people in the world but they don't
Wrrite about; earn millions. It's not fair and it's not
1 talent & skill necessary.
2 training & playing B: Right! And even though footballers train
3 it owin kisa] and play hard during the season, they
lyour ) get more time off than most people do.

2 Read these extra ideas which could be added to the conversations above. Decide which conversation
they support and write a or b in the boxes.
) 1 Their careers are so short that they have to earn lots of money quickly.

O 2 ws wrong to be paid so much for playing sport when, for example, there are so many badly-paid farmers,
who provide something much more important.

) 3 Famous players don't need such huge pay cheques from their clubs. They can also earn a lot in other
ways, for example, by working with sportswear manufacturers.

) & They are important role models, inspiring youngsters and giving pleasure to millions of fans.

% Read this writing task and discuss in class the two ideas in
the notes. Can you think of a third idea to write about? - = -
You have had a discussion in class on sport and the media. Your
teacher has now asked you to write an essay for homework.

Write your essay using all the notes and giving reasons for your
point of view, {140-190 words)

The media publishes many details of sports
personalities’ private lives.
Do readers have a right to know these things or not?

Motes

Wrrite about:
1 the right to privacy
2 their family & friends
z [your own idea)
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£; Read the essay written in answer to the question in 3 and answer the questions below it.

The media is often full of stervies about foctballers and ether sports stars. Readers are told how niuch wioney
they eam and even details of their love lives. | think this is wrong. Sports celebrities should be allowed to keep
their personal lives private,

 the first place, sports personlities have as much right to privacy as angone else. If joumalists followed
ordinary people around, taking photogmphs of them and reporting embarrassing facts about their everyday
lives, they would be stopped,

Moreover, it is not falr that sports stars' families and friends should have to put up with 50 nauch attention. It
cain damage friodships and destroy velationships.

However, 1 also believe that sports celebrities have a responsibility tw set 4 good examiple to their young fans. I
they tike drugs or break the law, for instance, then readers should be old.

All i1 all, sports stars have enough pressire on thew when they ave playing and conipeting in public. They
shouldn't have to put up with it in their private lives as well. y

1 Does the writer clearly state his or her apinion in the first paragraph?
2 In which paragraphs are the two ideas from the Notes in the writing task discussed?
3 Does the writer's third idea support or contrast with the main opinion expressed?

5 When you have an opinion about a subject, there may sometimes be a special point you want to
include that contrasts with your main viewpoint, as in the model essay. You can use your idea either
in support of your main opinion or in contrast to it. Read the following opinions and add a
contrasting idea.

1 Ithink the Olympic Games are a good idea. They encourage sportsmen and women to work towards achieving
their very best and they also help countries to come together in a peaceful way, However,

2 |think doing a lot of sport is a waste of time. You don’t have enough energy or time to spend on other
important things, and you lose touch with your friends. However,

6 Read this writing task and use the plan and the Language Bank DOWNLOAD O
to help you write your essay. When you have finished your essay, s

check your work carefully. Before you start writing, take

You have been talking in class about training facilities for sport in your enough time to think about your

country, Now vour English teacher has asked you to write an essay for opinion and how you will support it
¥ W e ¥H o using the given ideas. Make notes

homework. ;

’ = about your own idea and plan
Write yvour essay using all the notes and giving reasons for your point how you will use it in support of or
of view. (140-190 words] in contrast to your main opinion.

When you start writing, make sure

Some countries spend a lot of money on providing world-class you express your ideas in formal
sports facilities for training talented youngsters. \_'?"9"&99'
Is this a good way or a bad way to spend government money?
Notes 7
Write about: Introducing supporting ideas
1 health & lifestyle Firstly /Secondly /Finally,
2 international competition In the first place,
Moreover,
3 - {your own idea) Furthermore,
o In addition,
Introducing a contrasting idea
Plan However,
Paragraph 1: Introduce the topic and your opinion. On the other hand,
Paragraph 2: Use Note 1 to support your opinion. Conclusion
Paragraph 3: Use Note 2 to support your opinion. Allin all,
Paragraph 4: Use your own idea in support or in contrast. To sum up,
Paragraph 5: Re-state your opinion using different words and add On the whale,
a comment. In conclusion, )
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