IELTS READING - SHORT ANSWER

Exercise 2:
READING PASSAGE:

On the other hand the position of the
eyes in most dolphins and porpoises that
they have stereoscopic vision forward

DOLPHINS and  downward. Eye postion in
AND

freshwater dolphins, which often swim
PORPOISES on their side or upside down while

EY MARIE PEARSON feeding, suggests that what vision they
have is stereoscopic forward and
upward. By comparison, the bottlenose

dolphin has extremely keen wvision in

water, judging from the way it watches
and tracks airborne flying fish, it can apparently see fairly well through the air-water interface as
well. And although preliminary experimentary experimental evidence suggests that their in-air
vision is poor, the accuracy with which dolphins leap high to take small fish out of a trainer’s hand

provides anecdotal evidence to the contrary

Such variation can no doubt be explained with reference to the habitats in which individual species
have developed. For example, vision is obviously more useful to species inhabiting clear open
waters than to those living in turbid rivers and flooded plains. The South American boutu and
Chinese beiji, for instance, appear to have very limited visiona, and the Indian susus are blind; their

eyes reduced to slits that probably allow them to sense only the direction and intensity of light.

Although the senses of taste and smell appear to have deteriorated, and vision in water appears
to be uncertain, such weaknesses are more than compensated for by cetaceans’ well — developed
acoustic sense. Most species are highly vocal, although they vary in the range of sounds they
produce, and many forage for food using echolocation. Large baleen whales primarily use the
lower frequencies and are often limited in their repertoire. Notable exceptions are the nearly song
— like choruses of bowhead whales in summer and the complex, haunting utterances of the

humpback whales.
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Answer the questions below using NO MORE THAN THREE WORDS from the passage for each
answer.

1. Which species swims upside down while ating? .......cccceceveeercecrevemeerveereeserereenee
2. What can bottlenose dolphins follow from under the water? ...,
3. Which type of habitat is related to good visual ability? ...

4, Which of the senses are best developed in Cetaceans? ........cccooeecceeeeeeeceeieee e
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