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MODAL VERBS

Modal verbs are types of auxiliary verbs which express necessity, ability, permission or possibility.
We also use them to make requests and offers. The most common modal verbs are can, may and
must. Modal verbsdon'thave apastform(exceptcan)andapastparticiple (3rdform). Youcan
onlyusethemwith the presenttense. When you use othertenses, you have toreplace them.

CAN - MAY - MUST

No -s after he, she, it

He can speak English. - She may go there. - It must sleep now. - My sister can juggle.

No do, does in questions and negation
Canyoucome?Sorry, |cannot. -Mayhe cometoyourparty? No, hemustnot.

She cannot come at 10.
REPLACEMENTS

CAN -TOBE ABLETO

| can drive. = | am able to drive.

Present tense

f am able to drive.

He, she, it is able to drive.

You,we,they are able to drive.

MUST - HAVE TO

| must learn. = | have to learn.

Present tense
I, you, we, they have to learn.

He, she, it has tolearn.

MAY - BE ALLOWED TO

Past tense
was able to
was able to
were able to

Past tense
had to learn.

had to learn.

| may go out. = | am allowed to go out.

Present tense
{ am allowed to
he, she, it is allowed to

you, we, they are allowed to

Past tense
was allowedto
was allowedto

were allowed to

Present perfect  Will - future

havebeenableto willbe ableto
has been able to willbe ableto
havebeenableto willbe ableto

Present perfect Will — future
have had to learn. willhavetolearn.

has had to learn. willhave tolearn.

Present perfect Will — future
havebeenallowedto willbeallowed to
has been allowed to  willbe allowed to

havebeenallowedto willbe allowed to
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MODAL VERBS 1

Put the modal verbs into the tenses.

Present simple:

Past simple:

Presentperfectsimple:

Will-Future:
Present simple:

Past simple:

Presentperfectsimple:

Will-Future:
Present simple:

Past simple:

Presentperfectsimple:

Will-Future:
Present simple:

Past simple:

Presentperfectsimple:

Will-Future:
Present simple:

Past simple:

Presentperfectsimple:

Will-Future:

| can speak English.

He must learn for the test.

| may go to the party.

We can help you in the garden.

She may invitefriends.
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