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1 Read the article quickly. Answer the questions.
1 Whatis PRT?

2 s it more similar to public transport or private transport?

3 Willit soon be in operation in cities around the world?

2 Read the article again. Complete the gaps with sentences
A-G. There is one extra sentence you do not need.

A  This will have obvious benefits for the environment.

B The podcars, as they are called, are self-driving.

C Passengers can relax, read, watch television or simply enjoy
the views as they travel.

D They say that they will spoil the appearance of cities.

E Light vehicles are essential to keep costs to a minimum.

F It came into use as far back as 1970 and connects three
university campuses.

G They're even considered safe for young children to use on
their own.

CRITICAL THINKING

Which of the following opinions are suggested by the
writer of the article? Tick (v] the opinions.

J 1 PRT offers many advantages as a means of transport.

2 PRT is one of many possible ways to solve
transport problems.

2 The system is too expensive to install

4 People will only stop using cars if there isa
convenient alternative,

5 Bencfits for the environment are more important
than the appearance of cities,

definitions.

| 1 stop hoping that something
will happen or change

2 a combination or mixture

w

atart or continue

4 happening or 2xisting in
many places

5 Complete the sentences with the correct form of the
words from 4.

1 The government has decided to
with plans to build & new motorway,

2 an‘pu’.-boardlng isa betwean
:iu'r‘-lr'-q.} and sking.
3 Prodictions indicate that "l}rfrﬁg care will bacomaea
within 20 years.
4 He the idea ot travelling for a

year because he didn't have enocugh monay.

WILL CARS SOON BE
A THING OF THE PAST?

magine a world without cars — a world with no r
traffic jams, no pollution and no worries about
parking. This is the dream of Ollie Mikosza,
the inventor of PRT, the Personal Rapid Transit
a cable car. It can take you door to door from your
home to any building in a city without any of the
inconveniences of driving or waiting for public
transport. But will it work?
According to Mikosza, PRT will revolutionize the way
wa travel in cities. PRT is a system of individual vehicles
which travel on metal structures above roads, buildings
and evan over water. (1) They are controlled by a
computer so you simply choose your destination and
the computer calculates the fastest and most direct
route 1o get you there, avoiding any possible collisions
with othear vehiclas on the way. (2)
PRT has all the benefits of a car and none of the
inconveniences of public transport. The podears are
designed to carry only two or three passengers so you
don't have to share with strangers. (3) There are
no schedules or timeiables because the vehicles wait
at stations for passengers to arrive, instead of the other
. : -v...wuw"’.lﬁhu
i may sound fufunsthc, but versons of PHT are already
in operation N some places n the world. The oldest
and most exdansive systam =S in Morgantown n e
LIS, (4 Around 15,000 Students use T every
day to travel Debweesn univer sty bulidegs and the
caty centre. Other cies have considered introducing
the PRT system, inchuding Auckland in Mew Zealand
AN Amintsar in iNcka. Graamalls County EConomiEs
Davalopment in the US is meeling ater in e yaar 10
dedde whether or nol to go ahead with plans to build a
systom there. It will cost about S50 million, but tha CED
babevas that it will succead in redocng traffic problems
wihers other Systems Pave Talled.
5) Ihe podcars ae powerad by alecinicity sn thane
& mD polUton oM exnagust f'umes ard he velhi
virtualy sient sc thae is Nno Nose pollution el
Does this mean thal vwe will afl use podocars in cGlies
i the fudbure? Surpnsmigly, 1 sprte of the mony
advartages, it seems that PHT mn't gong to be the
rorm anythme soon, One of the main drawtsacks of the
Sysiemn, crilics say, 15t e meial Strucihures used [0
camy the podcars are unattractive, (b)

Howewver, Mikosza isn't going to give up on his dream.
Ha plans lo build lunnels for vehickes o trave| through
m Araas of baauty or wath parboutar hestono intensst
aithouxgh these funneals will maks the systerm mone
=nsve to Dok

eeslineggly, e also pomis oul that rmore han a cemntury
passad betwean the irvention of the firet car and

ad uee. So perhaps we will see 28T in
operation At soame timea n e futuee, § not D thae measxt
few vears.




