UNIT 3: THE worLD oF SPORTS
Y~  av o s

In 2009, it seemed that the world of football had
gonz mad. Players were being transferred for
astronomical amounts of money. Cristiano Ronaldo
was sold by Manchester United to Real Madrid

for well over €90 million. Zlatan Ibrahimovic went
from Internazionale to Barcelona for approximately
€70m, and Kaka left Itallan AC Milan to play at Real
Madrid for over €65m. In football, transfer fees are
paid to the clubs, and players are products that

can be bought and sold. The players make money
through salariss and sponsorship deals. Ronaldo, for
example, earned around €17m in salary and €16m in
advertising and sponsorship deals for companies like
Nike in the 2012-2013 s2ason.

There is no doubt that Ronaldo and Woods are talented
athletes, but is an athlete worth more than a doctar,

That's a lot of money, but there are even wealthier
sports stars than Ronaldo. The top-earning athlete

for 2012-2013 was golfer Tiger Woods. It is estimated
that Woods earned $78.1m (€59m) from prize money,
sponsorships, appearance fees and a successful golf
video game, Golfers and tennis players such as Novak
Djokovic, eam prize money when they win tournaments,
and first prize is usually huge. Tiger Woods’ prize money
for 2012-2013 came to $13.1m (€10m). Unlike Ronaldo,
Woods earned even more when he wasn’t playing.

Nike, cne of Woods’ many sponsors, currently pay him
more than $20m annually to promote their brand. That's
a huge amount of money, but only a drop in the ocean
for Nika, which makas $25 billion in sales a year.

-

Basically, athletes, like actors and singers,
provide entertainment. Based on how much

teacher or social worker, for example? Some people
argue that the top players should earn high salaries
because they train hard to become the best in their
sport. On the other hand, various other professions
help to make our worid a better place. Teachers

money these people make, it seems that we
value entertainers more than professionals
that actually help people. And although

an athlete’s job is physically demanding,
athletes do not play as important a role in

our socielies as their salaries indicate. We
need to reconsider what is truly important
and get rid of the huge differences in income
earnad by different professionals. If we

can do that, we can create societies where
everyone feels valued and appreciated for
what they do.

educate young people and their work produces the
citizens of tomorrow. Social workers help people who
are facing difficult challenges in life. The President of
the LUUSA makes decisions that affect not only his own
country, but the whole world. These people earn far
less than the average professional athlete, despite their
important contributions.

3 Read the article again to find the following information.
Which paragraph

mentions how much money a famous company makes? 1 For the multiple-matching task, you
explains how football players earn their money? 2 can get a better understanding of
describes jobs people do that help the world? 3 the par:agrap_hs if you quickly read

: 5 5 4 and summarise each one before
suggests that sports just give us some fun? you begin answering the questions.
mentions an athlete whose salary is higher than Once you do this, you will be able
his sponsorship deals? 5 to go straight to the answers you
says that top athletes deserve their high incomes? 6 need for the questions. For example,
talks about money athletes earn only when they win? T ﬁf;?g:;‘:m a:iilis qib:;:itor:f;?u
states that professionals should earn similar incomes? 8 directly answer?

.
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& Match these types of payments to the meanings 1-5.

appearance fee prize money salary sponsorship deal transfer fee

1 : money that is paid to the runners up and winners of sports events

2 : money that is paid by one team to another team for a professional player

3 : payment for wearing a company's clothing and using their equipment, or wearing
their logo on clothing

4 : money that is paid to an athlete to take part in an event and make it more popular

5 - payment for playing regularly in a team such as a football or basketball team
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Complete the compound nouns with these words.

arena cource court park pitch ring rink track

1 ice-hockeylice-skating 5 football/rubgy/cricket

2 golf 6 tennis'squash/badminton
3 skateboarding _ _ T racelathletics

4 boxing/wrestling 8 horse-riding/sports

Complete the sentences with some of the compound nouns from 2.

1 Aln) has got lines painted on it and a net in the middle of it.

2 The local is a noisy fun place where teenagers like to hang out and practise their
latest tricks.

3 Once you get to the put on your skates, grab your stick and go out onto the ice

& There are ropes around the so the athletes don't fall out when they get hit.

5 This is a difficult : there are lots of places where you can lose your ball while trying to
get it into the holes.

b After three days of rain, the grass on the was very wet and the players slipped a lot.

T The was full of excited fans who were waiting for the race to start.

8 Luckily, the driver wasn't hurt when his car went off the

Martch the verbs to thelr meanings.

1 breathe a to straighten your body, arms or legs to full length

2 stretch b to take air into your body and then let it out again

% balance ¢ to use your hands to make someone or something move towards you

4 inhale d 1o stay in one place without falling to one side or the other

5 push e to take air into your body

6 exhale f to make someone or something move away from you by pressing on them or it
T pull g tomove your body, or a part of it, so that it is not straight

2 bend h tolet air out of your body
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