Reading
= a Read the texts. Which community did each websiite target?
a Fashionable people |:|

b Readers {_,

€ People who have goods to sell [_]
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Pierre Omagyar, the son of French-ranian immigrants, weas already a millionaing
before aunching eBay. Omidyah's electronics site. e-shop, was bought out by
Microsoft im 1996, making him a millionaire before he'd turmead thirty. With this
Moy, e set up an ondine auction company which allowed peopie to show

items they wished o seif; other users then made a bid. Omidyar wanted o

namea the site Echo Bay Technology Gonowsp, bul this name was already owmned by
a Canadian mming comaany, so he shortenad the name 1o eBay. and a legend
weas born. Almost immmediately eBay made a profit. The site sold goods ranging
Tfrom compuiers o posters o undersear. The growtt of eBay was phenomessal.

It i nowe the workd's most succassiul onine Mesiness and = users consider
themsalves part of a distinct communéty. 150 million registered users buy and sall
goods waorth 31,050 ewery second. The wabsite is usaed by big companies sach as
Vodaphone and IBM o sell off excass stock, bul the majority of goods still sell for
lass than S50.
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N was the early 90s, the Imermet boom was just beginming, and Jeff Bezos wanied
to be a part of this brawve, new, foneand-thinking community. After leaving his job
on Wall Street, Beros decided to sat up an online booksealling business. Lisang

his garage in Seattie as an office, Beros created Amaron.com. The idea was to
make the buying of books cheap and easy, with more choice than e traditbonsad
bookshop could provide. The sile had a number of Teatlures which msade &
attractive to potential esars: fast service, search capabilties, low costs for users.,
toals for comparing prices of books, and personalisation in the form of custormer-
wiritteny book rewiews. As a twenty-fowr howr virtual bookshop, Amazon was
cormenent, chaeap and relsble. Gradually, theowgh MM“M
grew in pepularity Bezos had originally handled customer orders himsell, lhl:m'l
he reaksed that the company was growing too fast for one man. By 1898 the
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Emst Malmsten, an events organiser. and Kajsa Leander, & supermodel, |
Lund, Sweden. In the late 90s, they decided o launch boo.com, & weks
mmagwmmmmmmm

Inter el start- mmmmww
six of the world's most glamorous smnd



Write one of the following
ecah space : ebay, Amazon or boo.com

T Are thess staterments
true abowt eBay. Sam.aszaorn.
com o or oo ccarme T
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The foundesr aorigimaliby
wrarnted a different namme
for the website. =
The company had a high-
class, stylish image.

sers of the site cosulad
st their owrn opirniams
of the things bhelmge solcd.

The site sold & range of
moods Ffrom the Begmirnnmnimees

The cype of goods For saule
wweren "t ideal for amlimes
shoppineg.

The Fowmnderf faumncdae rs
origimnally ran the websire
aSlones. _

The Fowmmder fowumde rs
wwars fwwere already rech
before laumchins the
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The company had some
techmical problems.

Fimnd words imn the texts

that mean:
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offer of a price For
something (v, 1)

fTeE==i 20

extracrcddirnary or
remarkabxles (oo}

fText 1)

a store of goods ready For
sale Lok

ETex=xt )

sk llime J rol swanling 1o
do something (ool

(Te=xt 3}
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extrermely comforeaibie
and expernnsive Lol
iText 3}

destined to end badlwv or
i Fazilure Coclfl
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