Cambridge English

Reading Part 3 Preliminal’y
for Schools

Questions 11-15

For each question, choose the correct answer.

Our school newspaper
by Michael Williams

Some years ago, our head teacher, Mrs Waters,
decided to start a school newspaper, and ger as
many students as possible to take on the job

of producing it — and parents, too. She felt the
newspaper would help them learn more about
school life, through articles on things like sports
achievements and arts projects, which not all
students know abour if they're not raking part.
Students took the whole thing very seriously —

and we now have a prize-winning newspaper!

Some of my friends joined the newspaper team immediately and enjoyed it. I'd always loved creative writing and
drawing carroons, which [ thought would be perfect in the newspaper, so I signed up. My dad, who's a journalist, was
pleased — he thought that even though I wasn’t keen on a job like his, the newspaper would be a great opportunity for
me. And he was right — 1 loved it! Dad often came along to give advice, which was popular with the students. It was
difficult sometimes, if he was busy, but he learned a lot about the school thar way.

My first job was writing a report about a sports event — a writing style I'd never actempted before. But Dad reminded
me it was similar in some ways to writing a story — getting information in the right erder. Once I'd understood thar,
there was no stopping me — and after my first efforts, I developed quite a professional style, which was brilliant.
Sometimes the team couldn’t use what I'd written, or my cartoons, for whatever reason, but I didn’t mind. And

sometimes it was hard to finish stff on time, but I usually got there.

I'm now one of the editors — we decide what goes into the newspaper, so our names no longer appear in print. And
it's stressful sometimes as we don't have much time, but we try to manage thar properly. We also correct mistakes
in peoples articles, which we all had to ger used ro, bur we were soon doing it withour thinking — and in our

own schoolwork, too. I still put off calling people outside school for comments on stuff, but I guess it’s all good

experience — at least, that’s what Dad says!
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Michael’s head teacher wanted to start a student newspaper to

A

B
Lo
D

provide an activity for students not interested in sport or art.

make students feel more confident about taking part in something.
keep students better informed about what was happening at school.
give students the experience of being responsible for something

Michael decided to join the newspaper because

A

B
C
D

he had ideas about some work he could do for it.
he was considering a career in journalism.

his friends had encouraged him to do so.

he liked the idea of being part of a team.

When Michael first started working on the newspaper, he was

A

B
C
D

disappointed when his stories sometimes weren’t used.
delighted at the way his writing skills improved.
pleased to find he could make use of his art skills.
worried he'd be late completing some of his writing,

What does Michael say about his role on the newspaper now?

A

B
C
D

He feels uncomfortable about correcting other students’ work.

He still needs to improve the way he manages his time.
He'’s happier to handle making telephone calls to others.

He’s become better at making articles more accurate.

What would Michael’s dad say about the newspaper?

A

B
| was surprised at
how keen Michael was
to get involved - he’s never
shown that much interest in
writing before.
D

Michael would
never admit it, but |
know he's proud to see
his name in the newspaper
thesedays-andlam,
too!

I occasionally had
problems finding the time
to help out at Michael’s school,
but the students really
seemed to like my
suggestions.

It’s been great to finally
find out about life at the
school through reading the
newspaper. | didn’t really
know much about
it before.
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Reading Part 4

Questlons 16-20

Five sentences have been removed from the text below. For each question, choose the correct answer,
There are three extra sentences which you do not need to use.

A new way of making electricity

Ever since the 19th century, when people were developing
different ways of creating electricity, companies have looked
. for improved ways of producing power, using cleaner and

i more efficient methods.

e ]
W . e

- Now a UK company called Pavegen has been working
on technology that could be widely used in the future to
produce elecricity. |36 | The company has developed a
special type of floor, made of square files. Underneath each
= square, there’s a system that can produce a certain amount

- of electricity very cheaply — from the energy created every
time someone steps on it!

' The creator of the floor, Laurence Kemball-Cook, came up
| with the idea when he was a student, and did some work
- experience with an energy company. The company asked
' him fo investigate ways of providing sireet lighting in city

P ~ centfres, using energy from the sun to produce electricity.
One reason was that many cny centres don’t get enough sunlight, because of all the tall
buildings. Then he thought of a better plan.

The right technology could be used fo convert this energy info electricity - right under
people’s feet!

The design of the floor is actually extremely effective. [18° | And the reason is that a lot of energy
is produced simply because of the large numbers of people walking across the floor. In fact, the
special squares are already in place in several locations with high numbers of pedestrians. These
include big department stores and also an airport.

The flooring can have other uses too, such as recording how many people visit a shopping centre at
particular times, For example, shop owners in the centre would be inferested in knowing
at which times of days they have the highest customer numbers. So the next time you visit a big
shopping centre, have a careful look at the floor that you're walking across!
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But that isn’t the end of the story.

This kind of information is very useful for certain people.
Why not use the energy created by pedestrians instead?
However, one big problem could be cost.

And it’s actually hased on a simple idea.

This is especially true when it's been used in very busy areas.
But it soon became clear that this might not work.

This new systern should work even better.
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