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| GENERAL ISSUES

1 In December 2019, anumber of pneumonia cases
were rapariad in Wuhan, eastern China. The
pheurnonia is associated with a new typa of
coronavirus. This virus has now spread to other
¢ities in China. There have also been casesin
ofher countries around the world.

2 Coronaviruses gettheir names because they look
like crowns under the microscope. This group of
viruses cause disease in humans and ather
animals, ineluding pigs and chickens.

3 Itis thought that the new coronavirus outhreak
started in a marketin Wuhan, which sold meat
and live animals. Scientists say that the virus is
not closely related to any human virus currendly
known.

4 The World Haalth Organization has told countries
around the world to track respiratory infections in
thelr populetions. There Is currenty no
vaeeination against the corona vinus.

5 The Wuhan coronavirus outbreak is simitar to the
Z2002-03 epidemic of SARS (severe acute
respiratory syndrome) coronavirus. This outhreak,
which startad in south Ching, lasted for over nine
manths. it spread to 37 countries, causing 8,088
people to became il and 774 to die.

6 Mearly 10% of people who were infected with
SARS died. The deadly nature of the disease, the
frequent human-to-human spread, and infection
of hospital staff contributed to the sarousnass of
the ouibreak.

T 5ARS was fraced 1o several types of wild animals,
which were sold as food in markets. The infected
animals had no symptoms. The outhreak was

stopped by closing markets and kiling animals,
and by treating and isclating patients.

8 SARS has not been szen since 2003 and itis
thought that the vinus has now disappeared. The

2. TRUE OR FALSE ?

* The pneumonia cases reported in Wuhan are not associated with a new type of coronavirus.

new Wuhan coronavirus is similar to viruses
related to SARS which are found in bats.

@ There are seven coronaviruses known to infect
people, including the new Wuhan coronavirus and

SARS. Other human coronaviruses are those that

cause the common cold, as well as the deadly
MERS vins.

10 MERS is a common cofd vinus that often jumps
from camels to humans inthe Middle East. |t can
Gause savers pnasurnonia in peopls and spread
from parson to persen. MERS was identified in
2012 and continues 1o be a significant problem in
the Middle East Nearly 2,500 cases of MERS
have been identified, causing 858 deaths.

11 Coronavinuses appear to jump easily batwean

spescies, and the Wuhan virus could be the third

time this has happenad with humans in the [ast 20

years. [n 2016, another coronavirus was

responsible for 24,000 pig deaths in southern

China. This particular virus jurped from bats to

pigs but did not spread to humans.

12 How the new Wuhan coronavirus came to be in

hurmans, and how elosely it will resemble the
SARS outhreak, will be a focus of ongoing
research.

13 Outhreaks of new vinises, such as the Wuhan
coronavirus, are a reminder of the need to invest
in research in virus biology and evolution, how
viruses infect and interact with hurnan cells, and
most importantly, to identify safe and effective
drugs to treat —or vaccines to prevent—serious
disease.

Adapted from thecomversation com, by Gonnas
Bamford, Rasezrch Felfow, Virology, Queen's
University Beffast

* It is thought that SARS virus has now disappeared. ...............

* The seven coronaviruses are not those that cause the common cold, as well as the deadly
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¢ The new coronavirus is found in bats. ............
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3. COMPLETE
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4. DRAG AND DROP
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How many people died?
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SARS MERS the new coronavirus
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How many got ill?
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6. COMPLETE

SARS MERS the new coronavirus

Year

Place it started

Countries
affected (how
many or where)
Source- where
it came from
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7. TRANSLATE THE PARAGRAPH INTO SPANISH

13 Outbreaks of new viruses, such as the Wuhan
goronavirus, are a remindar of the need to invest
in research in virus biology and evolution, how
viruses infect and interact with human cells, and
most importantly, to identify safe and effective
drugs to treat —or vaceines to prevent —serious
disease.
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