READING

This passage is about Jupiter's Great Red Spot.

The Great Red Spot is a massive storm that has been
active on Jupiter for centuries. About 20,000 kilometers
in length and 12,000 kilometers wide, the Great Red Spot
has captured the attention of scientists and amateur
astronomers alike. Its name is derived from the distinct
red color associated with the area, although it appears
much paler in places, with colors ranging from dark red
and pinkish tones to almost white. Similar to hurricanes
on Earth, the storm’s strong winds blow in a circular
motion. However, unlike hurricanes, which form around
low-pressure areas, the Great Red Spot has a high-
pressure system. Due to its location in Jupiter's southern
hemisphere, its winds blow in a counter-clockwise direction
and can reach up to 644 kilometers per hour—almost twice
as strong as the top hurricane winds recorded on Earth.

The Great Red Spot remains a source of mystery
and fascination. No one knows for sure what causes the
storm’s reddish color. One theory suggests the strong
winds kick up material buried deeper in the atmosphere,
and exposure to sunlight causes that material to take on
the characteristic red tones. Reasons behind the storm’s
lengthy duration are also unclear. Some scientists think
the Great Red Spot is constantly fed by smaller storms,
allowing it to continue endlessly, while others believe it may
be fueled by small drops of water or ammonia from below.

Scientists have noted that the Great Red Spot's shape
has evolved over time. Once long and thin like a sausage,
it is now more of an oval shape, and scientists believe it
may become circular within a few decades. The storm also
appears to be slowly shrinking. As a result, researchers
concede the possibility that someday the Great Red Spot
could disappear entirely. However, the likelihood seems
remote as it is still the largest and most powerful storm on
the planet—two to three times the size of the Earth.
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What is the passage mainly about?

A. Jupiter's weather patterns
characteristics of Jupiter's largest storm
changes in Jupiter's atmosphere
various types of storms on Jupiter
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In the first paragraph, why does the author mention
hurricanes?

to illustrate the difficulty of predicting weather
to compare storms on Jupiter and Earth

to explain what causes strong winds

to show the importance of studying

weather systems
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What is the main idea of the second paragraph?

A. Jupiter’s smaller storms need further
scientific study.

B. The Great Red Spot was ignored by scientists
until recently.

C. Storms on Jupiter are very different from
storms on Earth.

D. Many guestions remain about Jupiter's
largest storm.

In the fourth sentence of paragraph 3, which word is
closest in meaning to concede?

wonder

prove

admit

announce

comp

What is the author's opinion about the future of the
Great Red Spot?

It will probably remain active.

Its color will become lighter.

Its shape will remain unchanged.

It will most likely get bigger.
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