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SECTION A
LITERARY APPRECIATION — 35 Marks
INSTRUCTIONS:

Read the following poem at least twice, and then answer ALL of the questions that follow. Your answers
should be based on the poem and, unless otherwise indicated, expressed in your own words.

Dog Lessons

Stanza 1
I"ve learnt things like:

When loved ones come home, always run lo greet them.,

Thrive on attention and let people touch vouw,

Affectionate touches that say they care.

Avoid biting: 5

When boundaries are crossed .
A simple grow! will send trespassers scattering.

When someone is having a bad day, be silent, sit close by

And nuzzle them gently.

Stanza 2
Relax, run, romp. and play, 10
Preferably cvery day.
Delight in the simplicity of a long walk.
Allow the experience of fresh air and the wind in your face to be absolute ecstasy.
On sunny days, stop to lie on your back on the grass;
Bathe in the warm sunshine and 15
Watch the billowy clouds sail across the sky.
On scorching days, when the sun’s rays brand the body
Drink lots of water and sprawl under a shady tree
With the shadows of leaves dancing over you:
Close your eyes, and sleep. 20
On dark nights
When the stars are shimmering jewels in the velvety sky
(aze at the moon and dream.

Stanza 3
If'a cat crosses your path, don’t automatically chase it.
When eating, licking one’s lips is not a criminal offence. 25
Never pretend to be something you're not.
Stop when you have had enough.
Realize that fleas will be with you always.
And, the most important lesson of them all:

If what you want lies buried, dig until you find it. 30
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(a)

(b)

(a)

(b)

Who is the speaker in the poem?

[1]

With specific reference to the poem, explain how vou arrived at this conclusion.

(2]

The speaker in the poem enjoys a number of activities. Using information from lines 12-15,
identify TWO of these activities.

[2]

Quote TWO phrases from lines 10-23 which convey that the speaker is sometimes physically
uncomfortable.

(2]
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The speaker in the poem does not affect evervone in the same way. Using information from lines 1-9,

explain;

(a) ONE positive way in which the speaker affects people.

2]
(b) ONE negative way in which the speaker affects people.

[2]
Identity the specific setting of the poem in lines 20-23,

[2]
In one word or a brief phrase, identify the overall mood of the poem.,

[1]
(i) “Watch the billowy clouds sail across the sky” (line 16)

(a) What figure of speech is used in the above line of poetry?
[1]
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(b) What TWO things are being compared in this line of poetry? How are they alike?

(2]

(11) “shadows of leaves dancing over you" (line 19)

(a) ‘What figure of speech is used in the above line of poetry?

(1]
(b) Explain the meaning of this line of poetry.

[2]

The poet uses the phrase “absolute ecstasy " (line 13). What does the word “ecstasy™ mean as it is used
in the poem, and why does the poet use the word “absolute” to describe it?

2]
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8.

The speaker in the poem talks about “When boundaries are crossed” (line 6).

(i) Give the LITERAL meaning of this phrase.

[2]

(i)  Give the FIGURATIVE meaning of this phrase.

[1]

In a paragraph of about 100 words, identity and explain in your awn words at least FOUR different
lessons the speaker has learnt, as discussed in stanza 3. Be sure to include an explanation of what the
speaker considers to be the most imeportant lesson of them all.
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[10]
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