1-READ THE FOLLOWING TEXT

Fake News

The term fake news means “news articles that are
intentionally and verifiably false” [1] designed to manipulate
people's perceptions of real facts, events, and statements.
It's about information presented as news that is known by
its promoter to be false based on facts that are
demonstrably incorrect, or statements or events that
verifiably did not happen.

Fake news “is fabricated information that mimics news media content in form
but...lack(s) the news media’s editorial norms and processes for ensuring the
accuracy and credibility of information” [2]. It overlaps with misinformation (false or
misleading information) and disinformation (false information purposely spread to
mislead people).

With this definition, works of satire like The Onion (see below) or The Daily Show
aren't trying to deceive, and can't be construed as fake news, although people
might mistakenly assume their content to be true.

NEWS

ACLU Defends Nazis' Right To Burn Down
ACLU Headquarters

POLITICS ~

Source: The Onion (a satirical online news magazine)

QOddly enough, these satirical stories can turn into fake news when the same story
is re-published on a different site that tries to make it appear as factual reporting
[3]. Like this one, that started as a parody, but went viral when presented as if it
was actual:

Sarah Palin Calls To Boycott Mall Of America
Because “Santa Was Always White In The
Bible”

Wirltben by Lea Vit K Decembey 3rd 2016

(Governor Palin never said this.)

Fake news in social media has become a real problem in politics, but it's older and
it's broader.
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Clickbait

“Clickbait” refers to a headline or the leading words of a social media post (the
teaser message) written to attract attention and encourage visitors to click a target
link to a longer story on a web page [4]. Clickbait offers odd, amazing, or
suspenseful phrases that induce curiosity, and entice people to want to know
more. Like this:

Man Tries to Hug a Wild Lion, You
Won'’t Believe What Happens Next!

Source: Medium.com

They don’t need pictures to be clickbait. For example,
A Man Falls Down And Cries For Help Twice.

The Second Time, My Jaw Drops 9 Out Of 10 Americans Are Completely
Wrong About This Mind-Blowing Fact

Here’s What Actually Reduces Gun Violence

Clickbait is a common way that fake news (and any kind of content) is spread.
Clickbait depends on creating a “curiosity gap,” an online cliffhanger of sorts that
poses headlines that pique your curiosity and lead you to click the link and read
on. The gap between what we know and what we want to know compels us to
click. To an extent, the more outrageous a teaser message is, the more successful
clickbait may be.

Besides curiosity and outrage, clickbait often uses a number of language
characteristics that draw people in. Many clickbait headlines offer a list of some
kind — these 10 things that will blow your mind about... — and the titles have a
number in them (and usually start with it) [6]. According to a review by Martin
Potthast and colleagues [4], clickbait teasers contain strong nouns and adjectives,
but use simple, easily readable language. They use these and this a lot.

You see these attention-getting strategies in conventional tabloids, too, like the
National Enquirer. They're the kind of goofy leads that The Onion likes to parody.

Clickbait motivates further reading, instantly, and further reading promotes
advertising for website publishers, so it's a widespread practice. Fake news
headlines often look this way, just as they did in the fake news peddied by tabloids
and the era of yellow journalism.
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2- TRUE OR FALSE? Choose the correct option

1- Fake News are news articles that are intentionally and verifiably true

2- Fake News is information demonstrably incorrect, or statements or events that
verifiably did not happen.

3- Fake News lack the news media’s editorial norms to ensure the credibility of
information

4- The term misinformation means false or misleading information

5- Satirical stories can turn into fake news when they are published on a site that
tries to make it appear as factual reporting

6- Clickbait is a headline that appears on tv programmes

7- Clickbait is a common way that fake news (and any kind of content) is spread

8- Curiosity and outrage are the main characteristics of Clickbait that draw people’s

attention.

9- Clickbait teasers contain strong verbs and articles .

10- Clickbait motivates further reading
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