


Here Comes The Cicadas

Now, underfoot, billions of cicada nymphs are once again
preparing to emerge from the earth and take to the treetops
of 15 states across the East Coast and Midwest. The world
has changed a lot since the last time these periodical
cicadas emerged — and the cicadas themselves may be
changing too, driven by climate change.
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The periodical cicadas that will emerge this year are
Brood X (pronounced 10) — one of the largest groups of
periodical cicadas in the world.

Periodical cicadas are not to be confused with annual
cicadas — the noisy creatures that create the late summer
soundtrack in much of the country every year. Periodical
cicadas live most of their lives underground, sucking sap
from tree roots. Then, they emerge en masse. There are
more than a dozen different cicada broods scattered
across the eastern half of the U.S., all on different 17 or 13
year schedules.
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