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BRIEF INTRODUCTION
The musical ensembles are the groups of musicians collectively performing their own
repertoire. They are the band, rondalla, and chorus.

This consists of marches, overtures (orchestral pieces at the beginning of an opera or play),
symphonic poems, concert pieces, and Filipino folk tunes. They often perform during the
military and civic parades, as well as musical competitions. Local theatre also has been
written for the band.

B. RONDALLA

Rondalla is a group of musicians playing string instruments. This was first introduced by
Spain as estudiantina and comparsa. Rondalla has a similar repertoire as the band. It
consists of marches and pasodoble pieces (or any song that is fast and brilliant music in two
steps). It also includes medleys and arrangements of Filipino folk songs, overtures, concert
pieces, and folk-dance accompaniments. Nowadays, the rondalla instruments are also
combined with symphonic or orchestral instruments.

C. CHORUS

Chorus, commonly known as choral music or simply choir, is made up of singers in four
different voices namely: bass and tenor (for male), alto and soprano (for female). In the
Philippines, it has dramatically expanded in the last fifty years, with the rise of the high-quality
choral singing and the production of choral groups in different sectors of society such as
church, government, business, and culture.
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Activity 1:
Direction: Write the musical ensemble that is described by each phrase as to BAND,
RONDALLA, or CHORUS.

1. players of strings

2. usually without accompaniment

3. play brass and percussion instruments

4. composed of four voices

5. play marches in civic parades

Activity 2:
Direction: Write TRUE if the statement is correct and FALSE if it is not.
1. Philippine music is categorized into three different traditions.
2. Asiatic oral traditions are also known as Indigenous Philippine Music.
3. Rondalla is an all-brass instrument performer.
4. The chorus is also known as choir.
5. The marching band generally consists of brass and string instruments.
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