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Summary and assessment

Summary

The condittons prevalling from 1614 under the old order laid fertile ground for
the outbreak of the revolurion In 1784,

= The harsh economic crisis of 1788 1789 adding 1 the mouning social and
polincal mequalines, served as the immediate cause of the revolunon.

« The Enlightenment era produced philosophers (such as Montesquieu,
Rousseau, Voliare and Marar) whose writings played a crucial role in
mfluencing ideas as 1o why the masses should revolt against the old order.

» The course of the revolunon, starung from the meetng of the Estate-
General (May 1789). the establishment of the Natlomal Assembly and the
Tennis Cournt Oath sworn In June 1789, signified the commitment of the
masses 10 destroying the old order and purting a new one 1n place. based
on equaliry.

e The storming of the Basulle (July :789). which was seen as a symbol of the
power of the monarchist dynasty. signified the breakdown of this power.

« The Declaranion of the Rights of Man and of the Clizen (August 17849). a
month after the fall of the Basulle, ushered ina new order.

= The women of France, though not real beneficianes of the Declaranon
of the Rights of Man and of the Cutzen. played an imponant role in
pressurising the royal family through thetr march (October 178g) 1o leave
thelr expensive palace 1n Versatllles outside Pans and move back 1o the
Tutlernes._

= The King was executed 1n January 1793 and this meant the end of absoluwe
monarchy in France.

« The Revolunion became very aggressive in the Reign of Terror waged
agamst sympathisers 1o the royal family and those labelled anna-
revolunonary by the jacobins, the viclent Republicamists under
Robespierte between 1793 and 1794,

« The rule by the Directory (1795-1799) of elecied representatives was
charactensed by conflict. corrupuon and a chaouc atmosphere. The people
were sill not happy with the government and the way the country was
being run.

» The general discontent against the Direciory paved the way for the coup
derar of Brumatre in November 1799 by Napoleon Bonaparte. Immediarely
after taking over, Napoleon centralised power again and declared himself
Emperor with hereditary privilegos.

= The general discontern thar continued afrer the execunion of the King
and Queen and the mking over of power by Napoleon Bonaparne ratsed
quesnons as 10 what the Revolunon had actually achleved.
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King Louis XIV. on his deathbed. 1s repored 1o have said: “fe men vais.
mats I"Frar demeurera toujours. ™ (*1 depar, but the State shall always

remain®™).

1 Source-based questions
1.1 Refer 1o sources A, B and C below wo answer the following questions:
a Whardo you think Louts XIV mean when he declared *] depar, bur the St
shiall always remain”® in Source A? 1%2[2

Answer

b nnympefsomﬂyﬁnnklusﬂedamrm{mm A} can be ustified or nor?
MOUvae youl answer. 1x2k)

Answer
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The Anclen Regime was the polinical and social system of France prior 1o
the French Revolunion. Under the regime, everyone was a subject of the
King of France as well as a member of an estate and province. All righes
and starus flowed from the social instomoons, divided tneo three onders:
clergy. nobiliry, and others (the Third Estate). There was no nanonal
cizenship _.. it was primarily a political concept bur it also had a direct
impact on social and economic condiions in France. It determined the
living condinons of different people in France.

Source C

The view of Edmund Burke - an Insh essaylst on Rousseal:

1 had good opportunicies of knowing his proceedings almost from day
10 day and he left no doubr in my mind thar he enternained no principle
etther 1o influence his heart or 1o guide his understanding. bur vaniry

-.. Tasze and elegance _.. are of no mean imporance in the regulanon of
life. A moral raste ... mfinitely abartes the evils of vice. Rousseau. a writer
of grear force and vivacmiy, 15 orally destmme of rasie In any sense of
the word. Your masters [1.e., the leaders of the Revolution]. who are his
scholars, concetve thar all refinement has an ariswocranc characwr. The
last ape had exhausted all its powers in giving a grace and nobleness o
our mumal appeties, and (n raising them nto a higher class and order
than seemed justly to belong w them. Through Roussean, your masiers
are resolved o desmoy these anstocranc prejedices.

¢ Usesources B and C and your own knowledge o explain the following concepis

(use your own words):
i Anclen Regime 2x12)
i Absolure monarchy 2212

Answer:

Ancient Regime:

Absolute monarchy
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Source A

King Louis XIV, on his deathbed, 1s repomed o have said: “je men vals,
mls I'Frar demeurera rowpours.™ (1 depan, bur the Stare shall always

||E

Sounce C

The view of Edmund Burke - an Irish essayist on Roussea:

1 had good oppormunites of knowing his proceedings almost from day
10 day and he left no doubt in my mind thar he entertained no principle
aither o influsnce his heart or o guide his understandimg, but vanioy

... Taste and elegance ... are of no mean importance in the regulanon of
life. A moral rase ... infinlely abates the evils of vice. Rousseau, a wiler
of grear force and vivaciry, 15 worally desoirure of taswe in any sense of
the word. Your masters [Le., the leaders of the Revolunion], who are his
scholars, concetve thar all refinement has an arstocranc characeer. The
last ape had exhauswed all s powers In giving a grace and nobleness
our mumal appettes, and tn raising them intwo a higher class and order
than seemed Justly to beleng to them. Through Rousseau, your masters
are resolved w desiroy these anistocranc prejudices.

d mdummmnanﬁtmppmmwmmchom 3u1i3j

Answer:

e LIVEWORKSHEETS



Absolure monarchy: “The rule by the Royal family in which the King had
absolute powers for he believed he was only accountable w God.™

e Referw source D m espond o the following questions:
i Extract words from source D that suggest thar the source 1s biased. Anyax1[3]

Answer

i D0 you think the source can be seen as reltable for  person or hisionan
srudying the role of Rousseau as 2 philosopher? Give reasons for your answer, 122

Answer
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i

‘Mo person shall be accused, arrested, or imprisoned except in the

cases and according wethe forms prescribed by law. Any one soliciing.
ransmiitng. pPXecunng . of causing o be exerured, any arbirrary osder
shall be punished._ But any cidzen summoned or arrested in viroue of the
law shall submir withour delay, as resistance constmes an offense

Sowrce F

Lenres de cacher were leners signed by the King of France,
coumnersigned by one of his ministers. and closed with the royal seal. or
cacher. They contatned orders direcrty from the King. often 1o enforce
arbirrary actons and judgments thar could not be appealed. The best
known lewrres de cacher, however, were penal, by which a subject

was senenced withour trial and withour an oppormunity of defense o
ImMpPrISOnmEent In a stae prison or an ordinary jail, confinement in a
convent or a hospital, ransponanoen o the colonies, of expulsion o
another part of the realm. The wealthy sometmes bought such letrres
10 dispose of unwanred ind viduals. In this respect. the kennes de cacher
were a prominent symbol of the abuses of the ancien régime monarchy,
and as such were suppressed dunmg the Frendch Rewnlunon.

1.2Use sources E and F and your own knowledge w answer the following questions:
a Idencify differences berweon sources E and F in terms of:

i conent (what they siam) 212 4]

i the era tn which they operased 2X2 [i]

iii whether amicle 7 of the Deckararion of the Rigfis of Man and of the Cirizen and all odher
arnicles applied aqually 10 all the people of France? Why or why not? 1xz[z]

Answers

1) content (what they state)

) The era in which they operate
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Whether article 7 of the Declaration of the Rights of man and the citizen and all other

1)
articles applied equally to all the people of France Why or why not

1.30sp all the sources and your own knowledge o write a paragraph of abour five or six Iines on

how the Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Cirizen changed the old order. sl
[Suboeal: 10

Answer:

2 Extended writing gquestion
use all the sources on the peXT two pages 10 WIe a page or two on what life was Tike

umden the old order and how it changed afier the Declaraton of the Righes of Man and of
the Clrizen.

[Suboral: 20)

Answer:
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