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BEFORE READING
Here are some of the people in the story Emma.

1 Mr Knightley 2 Emma Woodhouse 3 Harriet Smith 4 Mr Elton

.

5 Frank Churchill 6 Robert Martin 7 Jane Fairfax 8 Miss Bates

1 What kind of people are they? What do you think?
Match the sentences with the pictures.

She's poor and not very clever, and wants to marry for love.

She’s poor, but clever, and doesn't show what she feels.

She's rich and clever, and tries to help people — not always in the best way
He's rich and likes talking cleverly to women.

He isn't very nige and wants to marry someone rich.

She's not very clever and will never marry.

He's rich and good, sees a lot, but says little.

He's poor but good,
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2 What do you think happens between these people in the book?
Who falls in love with whom?
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CHAPTER 1

Fmma is interested
in Harriet

mma Woodhouse had everything. She was beautiful, clever
and rich, and she lived very comfortably with her lather
in a fine house called Hartfield in the village of Highbury.
Emma's life as a young child became unhappy when her
mother died, so Mr Woodhouse found a woman called Miss
Taylor to teach Emma and her sister Isabella. Later, when
Emma'’s sister married Mr John Knightley and went to live
in London, Miss Taylor soon became more of a friend than
a governess to Emma,
After Miss Taylor married and moved away, Emma missed
her friend and her good conversation greatly. Emma and her
father knew many people in Highbury, but she had no good
friends of her own age. She spent many evenings alone with
her father and they were long and often boring.
One evening after supper, an old friend of the family walked
become (past
into the room. Mr Ceorge Knightley was a man of thirly- became) tobegin
seven or thirty-eight years who lived near Highbury and L
often visited Emma and her father. His brother John was #overness a
woman wha lives
married to Emma's sister, Isabella. with snd teaches
: - i ,  Children in their
Shall I tell you about Miss Taylor's wedding, Mr Knightley?' name
sald Emma, trying to sound happy. s
‘Poor Emma,’ sai® her father, ‘She misses Miss Taylor very sometiing that
you ance had, but
much.’ that you don’t
‘Of course Emma misses her friend,’ said Mr Knightley, """
‘but I'm sure she is happy that Miss Taylor has married.’  Wedding the day

when two people
‘Yes, I am,’ said Emma smiling. ‘And don't forget that they marry
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married because of me. [ decided it four vears ago when you
all sald that Mr Weston didn't want to marcy again,’
‘Oh, dear,’ said Mr Woodhouse, 'Please don’t matchmake
any more, Emma. Things always happen as you say they will.'
‘But, Papa, | love matchmaking,” replied Emma. laughing.
‘Mr Weston macried Miss Taylor because he loves her and
she loves him, not because he mel her through you,' said
Mr Knightley, shaking his head.
‘But, Mr Knightley,' she sald. ‘I knew how they felt before

they knew it themselves, That is the secrel of a good
matchmaker!’

Emma sometimes asked a group of her father's friends to
spend the evening at Harthield, On one of these evenings
Emma fell very exclied. A young woman of sevenieen was
coming to the party. She had no friends or family but she
‘was very beautiful. Her name way Harriet Smith,

Froma was interested in Harriet and they spent the evening
talking, Harriet was not very clever, but she was (riendly,
kind, and had beautiful blue eyes. When Harriet and her
father's friends left, Emma made a plan, She wanted {o teach
Harriel, to be her friend, and to intreduce her Lo the
important people in Highbury:

Emma started to spend & lol of time with Harriet and she
soon knew all aboul her, Harriet told her about her [rlends,
the Martins, She often stayed with them on their farm, and
she liked Mr Robert Martin very much.

One day while the young women were out walking, they
mel Mr Martin, Fmma saw at once that Harriet liked him a
lot, and she was very unhappy about il A farmer was not
the right husband for beautiful Harriet! Bmma decided to be
Harriet's matchmaker. et

Emma soon thought of the right person for Harriet. It was
Mr Elton - a handsome young clergyman with a comfortable
home who needed a wife. Emma started work at once. She
spake to Harriet about Mr Elton and to Mr Ellon aboat Harriet,
and planned lots of ways lor them to meet.

Mr Elton started te visit Hartfield often, and Emma was sure
that her plan was working well,

1 see that vou have taught Miss Smith a lot and have
helped her to become a much better person,’ Mr Elton told
Emma one day.
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‘0h np," suid Emma smiling. 'Harriel hay always been kind
and beautiful. T have done very little,'

"You arc always right, Emma. ruplicc" Mr Elton warmly.
Emma was sure that he spoke with love in his eves, and al
ence, she thought of & new plan,

‘Would you like me to paint your picture Harriet?” Emma
asked one day, in front of Mr Elon,

Harriet was unsure. but Mr Flton thought that il was a
wonderful plan. Emma began at once, $he was a good painter
and soon finished a fine picture.

‘Do yon think that it is a nice picture, Mr Eiton?" asked
Emma, smiling.

‘It is the best picture | have ever seen. It is quite beautiful.
You are a very clever painter BEmunag,” said Mr Ellon. °I shall
take it to London for a frame at once.'

‘He 5 very handsome and just right for Harriet,” Emma
thought to herself, ‘but | find him boring.'

While My Elton was in London, Harriet arrived ar Hartfield
one morning with a big surprise.

‘Emma, you will never believe it,’ she said excitedly. ‘Mr
Martin has asked me to marry him!

Emma was not happy when she saw thal Farrict wanted
o say yes o Mr Martin,

*You canonot marry him, Harriet," she said coldly. "He s
only a farmer. If' you marry him, we could not be friends. |
could not visit a farmer's wile!’

Poor Harriet! She did what Emma told her and wrote to
Mr Martin to say no, but she was very unhappy.

Another person was also unhappy when he heard the news.
Mr Knightley knew Mr Martin well and liked him a lol. He
was very angry when Emma told him Harriet's answer,

i you tell Harriet not to merry him, Emma?” he asked.

Yes, [ did,” replied Emma, smiling sweetly.

‘But Mr Marlin is a kind, intelligent man. He has a fine

You have been no friend to Harriet, Emma,.’ he sald crossly.
Emma did not like Mr Knightley to be angry with her, but
she was sure that*she was right,
“You are wrong, Mr Knightley.’ she said. ‘Harriel can marry
someone much better than Mr Martin.’
Mr Knightley got up guickly and walked to the door.
‘Good morning to you,” he said coldly, and left,

W s et ot
home and farm. and Harrict was lucky that he liked heér  pitwrs 1 bove

Harriet has no family and she couldn’t find a better hushand| #ver seen.’
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CHAPTER 2
Fmma fwl\ uucomﬁwrmﬁ[é

hen Mr Elton came back from London with the picture
W:n its frame, he put it in the sitting room at Hartfeld
and Iooked at it lovingly. Emma watched him and thought
of a new plan,

She and Harriel were making a book of love poems, so
she asked Mr Elton to write something for il. He happily
agreed. und when he finished, he gave his poem to Emma
and left the room. Tt was called To Miss ____? Emma read
the poem to hersell quickly.

‘0h Harriet,” she said excitedly. ‘It is clear
that he has written it for you and that he
loves you. I'm sure that he will ask
you o marry him soon, I'm so
happy. 1 know thal | was right to
matchmake Tor you and Mr Elton,
Now you must read his poem.’

AL first, Harriet could not believe that Mr Elon loved her,
but Emma soon persuaded her that it was true. Harriet was
very happy, and she even stopped thinking ebout Mr Martio.
The next day, she and Emma went for a walk past Mr Elton's
house.

‘Tust think Harriet, one day you will live there as Mrs Elton.
a clergyman's wife!" said Emma.

Harriet smiled, and then she looked thoughtful, ‘But Emma.
what aboul you? T can't understand why you don't want &
husband too.” she said,

‘Harriet, | don't meed a housband!” replied Foma with a
caonflident smile.

Emima's sister [sabella and her family came o stay at Hartfield
for Chrisimas. During their visit, Mr and Mrs Weston invited
them all to their house for dinner. Knowing that Mr Eiton
was alto a guest, Emma asked Mrs Weston to invite Harriet
too, but in the end Harriet had a cold and could not go.

While they were waiting to leave for the Westons' houase,
Isabella’s hushand, Mr John Enightley, turned to Emma. ‘L
have watched Mr Elton, Emma, and he likes you very, very
much.’ he said. with a knowing look. Do you like him, wo?"

Emma laughed, ‘We are pood friends, that's all. Surely you
don't really think that he loves me?” she replied,

At dinner, Mr Elton came and sal next to Emma. He smiled
a lot and was very atltentive lo her all evening. Emma
remembered  John  Koightley's words and  she felt
uncomforiable.

‘Mr Elton hasn't spoken about Harriet onee this evening,'
thought Emma. “nd he is spending all his time with me. If
he loves Harcciet, that isn't right!’

While she was thinking, Mr Weston spoke to her

‘Emma, we have some news. We have had a letler from
my son Frank, and he is coming to visit us,’ he gaid excitedly.
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parringe o lind “That's wonderful Mr Weston.” said Emma, smiling.
Tonseoge " Emma thought that Frank Churchill sounded very
eravelied in them

interesting and she wanted to meer him. Mr Weston's (irst
wife died when his son Frank was a young child, and the
young man now lived with his rich auni and uncle - Mr
and Mrs Churchill, They had no children themselves and
Irank was like a son to them. He even changed his name
te Churchill to please them.

When it was time to go home, Emma sald goodbye, and
waited for her carriage. To her surprise Mr Eiton climbed
into it with her. Before she could say anything, he took her
hand, [ooked inte her eves, and told her that he loved her!
Emma was so surprised that she did not know what to say.
Stk D ‘But . .. but. .. Mr Elton,” she cried. “Yon can't love me.
you love Harriet!’

‘Harglet! eried Mr Elten. ‘What are you sayving? 've never
loved Harrtet in my life!” And he thought to himsell, *1t's
true thar Harriet is beautiful, but she isn't rich?’

"Wo, Emma my dearest,” he went on, ‘it is
 you that [ love and I thought that you felt
the same about me. Say that you
will marry me!’ he

sald, looking deeply inta her eyes.

Emma could not believe what was happening. This was
nul what she planned!

Mr Elton, please stop this at once!’ she cred angrily, 1
will not marry youl’

They both sat there, feeling angry. and neither Emma nor

Mr Elton spoke for the rest of the journey.

The next day, Mr Elton left hurriedly for the city of Bath,
in the south-west of England. Emma was relieved that she
did not have to see him for a while,

I know that Mr Elton doesn’t love me! He anly wants to
marry me for my money’ thought Emma. Then she
remembered Harrtet! "Oh dear, and [ persuaded Harriet that
Mr Biton loved her Now I will have to tell her!'

Harriet cried a lot when she heard the news, but she did
not blame Emma, and she did not blame Mr Elton. Because
Harrlet was so nice about it all, Emma fell worse,

Not long after this, Emma had more bad news. Frank
Churchill couldn’t come to Highbury until later in the year.

‘Oh dear, and | really wanted to meet him. He sounds so
interesting,” she sald to Mr Knightley who was visiting
Hartfield.

"Well I'mx sure that he could come If he really wanted Lo,
replied Mr Knightley coldly. ‘1 think that he is making an
excuse,”

Emma was surprised.

‘Mr Knightley, why do you say that? she asked,

‘It's clear that his father wants to see him now, not later,”
replied Mr Knightley crossly ‘T think that he is a selfish
young man!'

“Well, | don't,’ replied Emma coldly. ‘And I'm sure that he
will come o Highbury as soon as he can.

Mr Knightley said nothing afler that.
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READING CHECK

Put these sentences in tha correct order, Number them 1.9,

a L1 MrWestan tells Emms that hig sgn Frank is coming to Highbury soon

b {1 MrEitan rmgs Emma’s picture of Harr et btk from Lopgon
: I. Emma is sad thit Frank Shurchil cant come to Highbury for the mament
A nowrl I :
| ! Mr Elton wriles a lowe pogm and ives it to Emma and Harrtet to read
& L. MrEhongoes away to Bath,
f NG 8 Lary A
, Emina and Harriat walk Past Mr Elon's house and talk of Harriet living there,
E _. lsabialla and Mr John Reugntley coma to Highbiury far Chrisimas
h Mr Efton asks Emma ta marry him and sha sayvs nio
i Mr John Enightley teils Emma 10 e careful of Mr Eiton
WORD WORK

Find words in the plwhr-n!l‘lmurﬂnge
to complete the sentences.

& fyron wrole many P O 8 s
b svery
about things

@ MrKrightiey is often & e
Harriet is VETY nice and -:h:.esr;f
& Vou never think of obher penpla \'_L'Lr'l'r! very

- from her mistaka with Mr Eiton that Emma isn't always right

. SLEmma’s house
- — .. Emma when Lhings $ wrong,

I Emma often her friends to dinner at Hartfleld
E Faopla oiten dont say truly why they don't want to do something, they
meksan _ _
h - Paople in Jane Austen’s books aften travel by _ . =
I Afler her terrible mistake Emmafesls . when Mr Elton leaves
Highbury for a time
}  Harrigt doesn’t want to marry M Eltor, but Emme _ _ i r
that it 15 a good plan
A MrEronbavery _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ te Emma when they have dinner st
the Westans® house
| Emmeisevery _ _ _ weman, 3he is vary sure of hersell
SUESS WHAT
What happens in the next chapher? Yes Perhaps Mo
a  Emma visits some paople who live in Kighbury. ; 0 1
b Harriet goes te Bath ta find Mr Elton 0
¢ Mr Elton decides to marry A rich woman fram Bristal 0
d  Frank Ghurchifl comes to Highbury |
& Frank falls in love with Harret, |l J
{  Frankand Emma spend some hime together O
g Mr Knightliay hkes hearing about Frank 1
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Chaprer 3
Emma doesn’t (ike Jane

Afuw days later, while Bmma and Harriet were ot
=L, walking, they decided to visit Mrs and Miss Bates. Mrs
§ was a4 widow wha [jveg in Highbury with her

unmarried daughter. Miss Bates wus o kind woman, but she
Ear:“ghehdmv:h:ﬂ h:m}:u& thought she was silly and
o) sither, but she wanted to introduce

When Miss Bates spw Emma and Harriet, she was very
ha:ppy becsuse she had some news 1o tell them

Miss Woodhouse, can you beliove what has hx;:paned? We
have had a lettor tnday from my niece, Jane Fairfax, who
is living in Weymouth — a very nice town by the sea in the
south-west of England, She is coming to stay with us and
We are very excited. You like Jae, don’t you, Miss Woodhouse?
She is a beautiful girl and so clever!'

Yes, of course, Miss Bates, ing?"
Emma, trying to sound Iutercsﬁfm Wit

‘Next week! She is coming for three months and there is
su. much to do before she arrives,” worrted Miss Rates

Then, after her time with us, Jane will look for g jlob as
4 governess,” said Mrs Bates unhappily.

lane Fairfax was the same dge as Emma, but they were
not good Irlends. It was frue that Jane was beautiful and
ujle\'en Everybody who knew her liked her, but Emmg
little jealous of Jang, She liked being the only beautif; T“ i
clever young woman in Highbury, e

Like Harriat, Jane Fairfax did not have any family or mo
and withaut a rich hushand she needed to work, Emm ":id'-
not like Jane, but she feli sorry for her. So when sh :
her again, she iried tn be friendly, o

1 believe you mel Frank Churchill while you were in
Weymouth, Jane," said Bmma cheerfully.

‘Yes, 1 did,” replied Jane.
‘He is coming to visit Mr and Mrs Weston in Highbuary

soon,’ said Emma, trying to smile. ‘Did you know?”

‘Oh, really,” replied Jane, looking uninterested.

‘I think that he sounds a very nice man. Did you like him?®
Emma asked.

‘People say that he Is & very nice man. 1 do not really

know him myself.” replied Jane coldly.
Jane was not very talkative and BEmma found the

conversation dilficnlt. 'What is the matter with her?' she
thought crossly. ‘Why is she heing so cold and so unfriendly?*

After that difficult aflernoon, Emma did not really want to
see Jane again very soon, but the next day Miss Bates and

Jane came to visit ber gt Hartfield.
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‘Emung, have you heard;” salkd Miss Bates, excitedly My
Elton s poing to marry someone called Miss Hawking from
Bristol. I hear that she is very beautiful and very richr

Emma could not belioye this news! Could Mr Elton have
forgoiten his words of love 1o her so soon?

‘But he has only been away for four weeks!' she said,

“Yes, T know! He's 5 lucky man, And after the wedding he
will bring his bride back to Highbury. 1si't that eood news
said Miss Bates smiling happily,

Emna did net think that it was very good news!

‘5o, T was right ubour Mr Elton,” thought Emma 10 hersell.
‘He was just looking fur a rich wile and that's why he asked
me and got Harriet tn marry him,'

Mr Elton cime back to Highbury for a shogt visit belore
the wedding. Poor Harriet did nog want {o see him, byt
luckily she and Bmga sa0n heard some news which stopped
them thinking aboui Mr Elton,

‘Emmi, we have had a letter from Frank.' said Mr Weston,
“He is coming 1o Highbury tomarrow, | know thar you woulgd
like to meet him; so I shall bring him 10 visit you."

Frank was tall, handsome and friendly, and Emmg liked him
uf once. After tey they agreed Lo meet the next day. and he
Teft 1o go and visit Iane Fairfax and Miss Bates,

The next day Emma and Mrs Westan showad Frank around
Highbury, They stopped at the Crown Inn,

“This is & pood place for a party, Emma . sald Frank excitedly,
‘Why don't we huve 3 ball hepe

‘Oh 1 love dancing. That's a wonderful ideal' cried Emnma,
‘We can Invite Harrlet and Mr Knightley. and Jane Fafrfayx
of course. Did you see her vesterday?'

Yex, I did. and | met her aunt, Miss Bates,” replied Frank,
laughing.

Dl you aften see lane in Weymouths asked Bmima,

They stopped ot

‘No, not often,’ replied Frank. ‘And you, are you good friends  se crown ion.

with her? he asked.
‘I have known her since we were children, but we are not

good [riends. I think that Jane is oo unfriendly to mi:ke

friends easily,’ replied Fmma, and Prank quickly agreed with

her.

The next day, Emma talked about Prank to h'ar Fz‘bm:ls
‘He is very handsome. isn'l he, Mrs Weston? s:he said.
‘Oh yes,” replied Mrs Weston, “Very handsome,

And so funny ool seid Emma. smiling to hersell

While they talked, Mr Knightley sal reading his newspaper.
He was tired of hearing everyone speek so warmly about
Frank Churchill.
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