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Today, January 27th is International Holocaust REMEMBER

Day, marking the day 75 years ago when Auschwitz-Birkenau was

liberated. | say this every time | read a book on the Holocaust - it is

imperative that we think about and remember those who perished

at the hands of such absolutely evil people and also remember

those who survived, but not only today. Their stories are of the

importance and we have to keep listening to MOST

and reading them and hearing them because we can't let this SURVIVE

happen again. There are so few left, so others

will have to carry the torch to tell and tell, again and again.

Ariana Neumann writes so eloguently of her father's past, a hidden PAIN

past too for him to relive, to talk about, but
eventually revealed. She writes of her family, many of whom
perished at the hands of the Nazis and of those who survived. She
about how as a little girl growing up in
Venezuela, she finds a photograph of her father in a box, an
identity card with his picture and a stamp of Hitler. While this was
the beginning of her that her father had kept his
past from her, it wasn'’t until many years later when at his death, he
leaves her a box of letters and photos, that she realized that there
was so much more to know . There was everything to know about
her father and his family who suffered at the hand of the Nazis in
their homeland in Czechoslovakia before he came to Venezuela. It
was several years later that she was able to bring herself to have
the letters translated and years before she could bring herself to
read them the he had begun writing . She
generously shares them with us.

She begins her journey to that past, reaching out to cousins and
family friends, piecing together what they knew, tracing the lives of
her grandparents in Terezin, piecing together her father's story.
Neumann travels to the places where her father did, looking for
remnants of her grandparents' lives, for the man who helped save
her father. It's gut-wrenching as all Holocaust stories are, but it's
filled with love for her father, filled with the love within the family
she never knew. In her heartfelt , Ariana
Neumann says “This book is dedicated to the memory of those who
could not tell their stories. “ We must keep reading the stories that
others tell of them. This is one of those books.
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An electric portrait of the artist as a young woman that asks how a writer
finds her voice in a society that prefers women to be silent
In Recollections of My Nonexistence, Rebecca Solnit describes her

as a writer and as a feminist in 1980s San Francisco, | FORM
in an atmosphere of gender violence on the street and throughout
society and the of women from cultural arenas. She | EXCLUDE
tells of being poor, hopeful, and adrift in the city that became her great
teacher; of the small apartment that, when she was nineteen, became
the home in which she transformed herself; of how punk rock gave form
and voice to her own and explosive energy. FURIOUS
Solnit recounts how she came to recognize the epidemic of violence
against women around her, the street harassment that

her, the trauma that changed her, and the authority SETTLE
figures who routinely disdained and girls and women, | BELIEF
including her. Looking back, she sees all these as consequences of the

that was and still is the ordinary condition of women, | VOICE

and how she contended with that while becoming a writer and a public
voice for women's rights.

She explores the forces that liberated her as a person and as a writer—
books themselves, the gay men around her who offered other visions of
what gender, family, and joy could be, and her eventual arrival in the

landscapes and overlooked conflicts of the American

West. These influences taught her how to write in the way she has ever
since, and gave her a voice that has resonated with and
many others.
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Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone

Harry Potter's life is miserable. His parents are dead and he's stuck
with his relatives, who force him to live in a tiny
closet under the stairs. But his fortune changes when he receives a
letter that tells him the truth about himself: he's a wizard. A

visitor rescues him from his relatives and takes him
to his new home, Hogwarts School of and
. After a lifetime of bottling up his magical powers,
Harry finally feels like a normal kid.

But even within the Wizarding community, he is special. He is the boy
who lived: the only person to have ever survived a killing curse inflicted
by the evil Lord Voldemort, who launched a brutal
of the Wizarding world, only to vanish after failing to kill Harry. Though
Harry's first year at Hogwarts is the best of his life, not everything is
perfect. There is a dangerous secret object hidden within the castle
walls, and Harry believes it's his responsibility to prevent it from falling
into evil hands. But doing so will bring him into contact with forces more
than he ever could have imagined.

Full of characters, wildly imaginative situations, and
exciting details, the first installment in the series
assembles an unforgettable magical world and sets the stage for many
high-stakes adventures to come.
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Ender’'s Game

Andrew "Ender" Wiggin thinks he is playing computer

war games; he is, in fact, engaged in something | SIMULATION

far more desperate. The result of genetic experimentation, Ender

may be the military genius Earth needs inawar |DESPAIR

against an alien enemy seeking to destroy all human life. The only

way to find out is to throw Ender into ever harsher T

, to chip away and find the diamond inside, or

destroy him utterly.

Ender Wiggin is six years old when it begins. He will grow up fast. But
Ender is not the only result of the experiment. The war with the
Buggers has been raging for a hundred years, and the quest for the
perfect general has been almost as long. Ender's
two older siblings, Peter and Valentine, are every bit as unusual as
he is, but in very different ways. While Peter was too

violent, Valentine very nearly lacks the capability
for violence altogether. Neither was found suitable for the military's
purpose. But they are driven by their jealousy of Ender, and by their
drive for power. Peter seeks to control the political
process, to become a ruler. Valentine's abilities turn more toward the
subtle control of the beliefs of commoner and elite alike, through
powerfully essays.

Hiding their youth and identities behind the of the
computer networks, these two begin working together to shape the
destiny of Earth -- an Earth that has no future at all if their brother
Ender fails.
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The Historian

To you, reader, | bequeath my history....Late one PERCEIVE
night, exploring her father's library, a young woman finds an ancient
book and a cache of letters. The letters are all YELLOW

addressed to "My dear and unfortunate successor," and they plunge
her into a world she never dreamed of, a labyrinth where the secrets of
her father's past and her mother's mysterious fate connect to an

evil hidden in the depths of history. CONCEIVE
The letters provide links to one of the darkest powers that humanity
has ever known and to a centuries-long quest to find the source of that
darkness and wipe it out. It is a quest for the truth about Vlad the
Impaler, the medieval ruler whose r3ign formed the BARBARIAN
basis of the legend of Dracula. Generations of historians have risked
their reputations, their , and even their lives to learn | SANE

the truth about Vlad the Impaler and Dracula.

Now one young woman must decide whether to take up this quest

herself -- to follow her father in a hunt that nearly brought him to ruin
years ago, when he was a vibrant young and her SCHOOL
mother was still alive. What does the legend of Vlad the Impaler have
to do with the modern world? Is it possible that the Dracula of myth

truly existed and that he has lived on, century after century, pursuing
his own ends? KNOW

The answers to these questions cross time and borders, as first the
father and then the daughter search for clues, from dusty Ivy League
libraries to Istanbul, Budapest, and the depths of Eastern Europe. In
city after city, in monasteries and archives, in letters and in secret
conversations, the truth emerges about Vlad the HORROR
Impaler's dark reign and about a time-defying pact that may have kept
his awful work alive down through the ages.
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