- READING

TALKING POINTS

Computers can now do a lot of clever
things. But are they more intelligent
than us? Why / Why not?
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The h.istorv

“ [ Eu m p "][H 5 | Do you know the names of any early
computers? Read the article once and

check your ideas.

The abacus From 'I'I'I'E 1950s

People sill use abocusas today in many parts of Modern compmers

the warld, sspecially io teach maths ko children, Of
oyt dnimplimr oo sl s sl il
4 r and cheaper. , Ihe smallest
SRSScRR, peck s iy o o W mobile phones I;F:va more memary than the
biggest early compulers. And compulers are
getting better all the time. However, they
J L are not perfect. One of the worst problems
1791-=1871 \ s computer viruses. You can lose a lot of

£ i infermation when one gefs on your machine.
u“d 1815-1852 Be careful about what you download from
Charles Babboge and Ada Lovelace the internet.

The modern computer was Charles Babboge's idea. The
machine he wanted to build, called a 'difference engine’,
wars special because it had dll the parts that o modern
compuder hos. It could save information and was alse

a kind of printer. Ada Loveloce was the first computer
programmer, She hod the idea for ‘soitware’ - a way of
tolling o computer o da different tings.

The Antikythera Mechanism

In 1900, & group of people diving rear
the Groek island of Antikythera lound this
maching on the sea floar. Far many years, no
one undersiood what [ was or how it worked.
Scinntists now say it was used to find out the
posiions of the sun, moon and stars. Mary
peaple call it the world's earliest “computer’.
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Alan Turing
Alan Turing wasn't well knewn when he was
alive, but he's now ane of the most famous
scianfists of the 20¢th century. His ideas on
compuer sciance changed the world. He
warked on the first digital computer ~ it was
called Colossus, weighed 30 fonnes, and
was as big es a lorge living roam
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© Complete the sentences with one or two words from the
article. o :

1 Some children use an abacus to learn how to do
2 Charles Babbage's computer had several different
3 The first person to program a computer was

4 Colossus was as big as g

5 Modern are small but can do more than the biggest computers

of the past.

From the 1950s
Modern computers

From the 1950s, computers got smaller,
faster and cheaper. Today, the smallest
mobile phones have more memary than the
biggest early computers. And computers are
getting betier all the ime. However, they
are not perfect. One of the worst problems
is computer viruses. You can lose a lot of
information when one gets on your machine.
Be careful about what you download from
the internat.

R

Alan Turing

alive, but he's now one of the most famous
scientists of the 20th century. His ideas on
compuler science changed the world, He

called Colossus, weighed 30 tonnes, and
was as big as a large living room.
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Alan Turing wasn’t well known when he was

worked on the first digital computer - it was

around 2,700 BCE to toda
The abacus

People still use abacuses today in many parts of

the world, especially to teach maths te children. OFf
course, they are very different from modern computers,
but the idea is tha same - lo answer difficult maths
questions much more quickly than a human can.

205BCE
The Antikythera Mechanism

In 1900, a group of people diving near
the Greek island of Antikythera found this
machine on the sea floor. For many years, no
one undersiood what it was or how it worked.
Scientists now say it was used fo find out the
positions of the sun, moon and siars. Many
people call it the world's earliest ‘computer’.

_ 1791-1871 I
and 1815-1852 © 4y

Charles Babbage and Ada Lovelace
The modern computer was Charles Babbage's idea. The
machine he wanted to build, called a ‘difference engina’,
was special because it had all the parts that a medern
computer has. It could sove information and was also
a kind of printer. Ada Lovelace was the first computer
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PREPARE SECOND EDITION LEVEL 2
VOCABULARY

1 Write the missing word in the sentences.

Whenyou . something, you copy
information onto your computer.

A is smaller than a laptop, but bigger

than a mobile phone. You can play games on it and
use it to go online.

describes cameras and clocks that

record information as 0s or 1s.

A dangerous computer programme is called a
_______________________ have moving parts and help humans
to do work.

You use a to write words and numbers

on a computer.
is how much information a computer

Youcanuseyour _ tomoveinformation
on your screen.

UNIT 12 TEST: PLUS
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2 Complete the sentences with words from the box.
There are some words you do not need to use.

buy chat do download goes playing
spend surf visit watching

1 |wentonlineto  somenew clothes for
my last holiday.

2 Mysisteroften ~ online tofind
information for school projects.

3 Mobile phones have a lot of memory so you can
_______________________ a lot of songs.

4 |like ____the latest videos on YouTube.

5 Whydon't you use yourtabletto to
your friends in Scotland?

6 Doyouoften
your homework?

websites to help you with

7 lthinkthat games is more boring than
watching films.
8 |sometimes the internet to find cheap

st 2%LIVEWORKSHEETS



PREPARE SECOND EDITION LEVEL 2 UNIT 12 GRAMMAR: PLUS

3 Circle)the correct option, A, B, C or D

1 | preferto travel by plane becauseitisthe ____.
A fast fastest  C faster D more fast
2 Diamonds are the expensive presents.

A very B most C more D great
3 The ____cityinthe world is London; it is amazing.

A goodest B bestest € good D best
4 | think our petis the ____catinourtown.

A fatest B fattest C fatter D fat
5 The ____thingin my bedroom is the games console.

A nicerest B nicer C niccest D nicest oL IVEWORKSHEETS



. P RO N U N C IATI O N | Stress in superlatives

5 Listen and repeat the words. Then put them into the correct column of

the table. Listen again and check.

° 0000 00:34 ﬂ)}} 1

the biggest the cleverest the friendliest the most exciting

the most expensive the nicest the quickest the worst
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the biggest
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