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Reading Comprehension Questions

Question 1
What core philosophy regarding travel is highlighted in the opening
paragraph of Keith Bellows' narrative?

A) Extensive pre-planning is vital to making the most of international
landmarks.

B) Authentic travel involves immersing oneself in mundane local
settings without rigid itineraries.

C) Staying in luxury accommodations enhances the spontaneous
discovery of new cities.

D) Navigating without maps is only recommended for experienced
local residents.

Question 2
Based on the first paragraph, what primary factor led the author to settle in
San Diego for twelve years?
A) A pre-planned music residency program at a local cultural center.
B) An unexpected, organic discovery of a local venue conducive to his
musical crafting.
C) The desire to escape the fast-paced, tourist-heavy atmosphere of
Paris.
D) A formal invitation to perform at various neighborhood coffee
shops.

Question 3
Which of the following best articulates the realization the author
experienced during his visit to Japan?
A) Cultural differences create an insurmountable barrier between
international travelers and locals.

B) Human behavioral patterns and underlying motivations remain
fundamentally consistent across diverse cultures.
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C) Advanced technology and distinct resources alter core human
psychological tendencies.

D) Visiting foreign countries inevitably heightens a traveler's self-
consciousness in public spaces.

Question 4
How did the author's mindset shift after recognizing universal human
behaviors across different cultures?

A) He became hyper-aware of his clothing and appearance when
entering new villages.

B) He developed a greater willingness to navigate unfamiliar
environments despite looking like a tourist.

C) He preferred to travel anonymously without engaging with local
residents.

D) He began avoiding rural areas like local villages in favor of larger
urban centers.

Question 5
Why did the author become exceptionally deliberate and selective about
taking photographs with his Polaroid 6007

A) The camera's complex technical controls required extensive setup
time for each frame.

B) Digital photography was strictly prohibited in the historical sites he
visited.

C) Scarcity and financial investment associated with instant film forced
a mindful approach.

D) Instant film photographs frequently deteriorate if taken rapidly in
direct daylight.
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Question 6
In the context of the passage, what does the author imply by observing that
'‘New Yorkers never look up'?

A) High levels of urban noise cause residents to focus exclusively on
ground-level foot traffic.

B) Habituation to familiar surroundings leads locals to lose active
visual curiosity about their environment.

C) Architecture in major metropolises is designed primarily to appeal to
international tourists.

D) Navigating crowded city streets requires constant downward
vigilance to avoid hazards.

Question 7

What dual motivation drives the author's travel writing on his blog?
A) To critique commercial tourism and promote expensive luxury
photography equipment.
B) To provide armchair travelers with global experiences while
encouraging local exploration among his readers.
C) To document historical battlefield tactics while advertising
neighborhood coffee shops.
D) To petition local governments to preserve historical sites in
Mechanicsville, Virginia.

Question 8
What underlying motivation prompts the author to revisit historical
battlefields in his hometown of Mechanicsville?

A) To conduct formal academic research for his upcoming travel
publications.

B) To compensate for missed opportunities during his youth and engage
deeply with local heritage.

C) To locate suitable backdrops for his instant photography projects.
D) To compare Virginia's historic sites with ancient landmarks in Paris.
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Question 9
What makes a cruise to Antarctica particularly compelling to the author,
according to Paragraph 57
A) The opportunity to test high-end digital camera gear in extreme
climates.
B) The rare combination of pristine natural environments, isolation, and
contemplative space for writing.
C) The chance to perform travel music for international passengers on
the cruise.
D) The desire to complete a commercial travel guide covering all polar
regions.

Question 10
Which of the following best captures the author's overall tone and
perspective on traveling throughout the excerpt?
A) Meticulous, schedule-oriented, and focused on luxury tourist
highlights.
B) Reflective, unhurried, and deeply attentive to ordinary human
connection and environment.
C) Critical, cynical, and dismissive of modern digital photography
technology.
D) Academic, analytical, and strictly focused on historical battle
strategies.

Question 11
In paragraph 2, the phrase 'doing the same human thing' is used to
emphasize that:
A) Cultural differences are entirely superficial compared to
fundamental human needs and habits.
B) People in every country follow identical daily work schedules.

C) Social etiquette in public elevators is standardized worldwide by
international law.
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D) Language barriers disappear when travelers visit major global
capital cities.

Question 12
In paragraph 3, the phrase 'particular about what I shot' can best be
replaced by:

A) Disinterested in taking photographs.

B) Exceptionally selective regarding image composition.

C) Anxious about technical equipment failure.

D) Eager to capture every passing moment.

Question 13
If a speaker wishes to suggest an option gently during a conversation about
travel goals, which expression from the speaking strategy box is most
appropriate?

A) T'm not sure that would work for me.'

B) 'One problem with that 1s...'

C) 'Have you thought about visiting Egypt?'

D) 'That makes sense.'
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