READING

a Read the text once. Is it a) a magazine article,
b) a traditional story, or c) an extract from a novel?

Once upon a time, in a small town in Eastern

Europe, there was a man who loved gossiping. %
Every day he used to sit with his friends and talk E
about other people. ‘Can you believe she did that?’
‘Can you believe he said that?’ ‘Did you see what she %

was wearing?’ And his friends told their wives, who P) 5)
told their neighbours, who told their friends. Some

of the stories were true and some were not, but they i;&x )
all went round the town. 5 f

One day a wise old woman in the town asked to
speak to the man. When he arrived, she gave him
a feather pillow. ‘Take the pillow to the top of the
hill, then cut it open and release all the feathers,’
she said. ‘But why?’ he asked. ‘Just do as I say,” she
answered, ‘and come back tomorrow.’ So the man
went to the top of the hill. He cut open the pillow.
All the feathers flew out, and the wind carried them
in all directions.

The next day he went back to see the wise woman

and he told her that he had done what she wanted.
‘Good,’ she replied. ‘Now I want you to go back up
the hill with the empty pillow and refill it with the
feathers.” ‘But that’s impossible,’ said the man.

%’ “The feathers have blown everywhere.”
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b Read the story again. What do you think the moral is?
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Read the end of the story

“Your gossip is like the feathers,’ said the
wise woman. “You can never take back what you
have said, and you don’t know how far it travels
and the damage it can do. From now on, I want

you to think before you speak.’ And he did.

C Answer the questions. Give examples where you can.

1. Who do you think gossip more, men or women?

2. Do you think men and women gossip about different things?

3. Do older people gossip more than younger people?

4. Do you have any friends who gossip a lot? Are you careful about what

you tell them?

5. Are people in your country interested in celebrity gossip? Are you?

6. Do you think gossip spreads more quickly than it used to? Why?

7. Have you ever posted gossip on social media? What was it?
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