Writing

1 Read the Task 1 question and answer questions 1-4 below.
Task 1

WRITING TASK 1
You should spend about 20 minutes on this task.

The pie charts show the source of electricity in 2000 and 2014 in the UK.

Summarise the information by selecting and reporting the main features,
and make comparisons where relevant.

Write at least 150 words.

UK Electricity Supply
2000 2014
Other renewables 1% '\t IMPOrts 5% Netimports 6%
Wind and Solar \1\‘3& Other renewables 6%
H |
1;’:1‘06 S Wind and Solar 11%

Nuclear 21%

Qil 1%

For the purposes of these pie charts, figures have been rounded up 1o the nearest %.

1 Underline the correct words in italics to describe the main difference between
a task with one pie chart and a task with two pie charts.

One/Two pie chart is usually just a trend/comparison task.
One/Two pie charts usually indicate comparison/compare and a comparisons/trend.
2 Use the words in the box to complete the gaps to group the fuels shown in the pie charts.

renewable non-renewable fossil

a Coal, gas and oil are known as fuels.
b Coal, gas, oil and nuclear energy are fuels.
¢ Hydroelectricity, wind and solarpowerareall_______ energy.

3 Look at the pie charts. Which category has seen the biggest fall?
4 Which categories have seen the biggest rise?
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2 Complete sentences a—e with words from the box.
Which is the introductory sentence for the model answer in exercise 3?

falling by fuel respectively rose from ... to
fell from ... to production reduction
a Total non-renewable energy use for electricity 93% 75%.
b Renewable energy use 3% just under 20%.
¢ The data in the pie charts show the source of forelectricity _______in

the UK between 2000 and 2014.
d Use of coal and nuclear energy to produce electricity fell by 2% and 4%
e The main was in the use of gas with levels 10%.

3 Put the remaining sentences from exercise 2 into the correct place in the
model answer below.

1 . The biggest change overall is the lower dependence on
non-renewable energy and the increased use of renewable energy.

2 The use of some fossil fuels has actually changed very little.

3 4 . This fall has been made up for by the
increasing use of renewable energy. 5 . Hydroelectricity has
shown very little growth whereas wind and other renewable sources have increased
by a total of 15 per cent. Finally, the UK is importing slightly more of its electricity than
it did in 2000.

4 How has the model answer grouped different information from the pie charts?

5 Write your own answer for the Task 1 question.
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Vocabulary & Reading

B The performing arts Riifics

2.1 ®@20a ygy will hear a radio broadcast about three different arts festivals on Bethania island. Listen and
complete column A below. Write NO MORE THAN ONE WORD for each answer.

A B
Living (1) c.oocoooeviiicinccne..— Week 1 the study of art in relation to its beauty =
e Tl e

2 organised sets of speciol events =

& (2).iiiiiiiiieiieiene, lunches
o Bl e
®  (B) cionniiimiianns TOr children
e Thisyear's(5) .....ccooooeeeeee.. is Island Life
Thelb]cuunmnmasiaiirts 3 BRI =i asesiiiaiaa
¢ Apainting (7) covvviiniiniiniieen, 4 creations = ...ieeeeevienans
o Discussion of the (8) .......cccerveurererrsrsnen. PrOCESS 5 represent or show something in a picture or story

o  Workshaps at local (9) ..o
’ 6 make shapes in wood or stone with a knife

* Display of local (10) .ccocvieiiieiiieinnnen. B i A SRR

o (11) vieeiieieieieen.. Of Vioiices 7 describes g show that involves the audience

* Several performances will be (12)
8 the people gathered to listen to a performance

o (13} R— ... theatre
G Lake PArt I = cocenneissseesisnssressinens
®  Free (14) .
10 musical performances = ........cccoeeniinnncnnas

2.2 @203 poy listen again and find words or phrases to match the definitions in column B.
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2.3 | WORD BUILDING Complete the table.

Noun Verb Adjective
creative
culture
influence
nspire
imagination
participate
rich

‘3.1 Try to talk for two minutes about the following topic. Use words from the table in 2.3 if you can.

Describe the type of music that you like. You should say

» why you enjoy listening to this type of music

= the times or places when you listen to this music

» your feelings about music in general and say whether
you prefer live or recorded music.

.3.2 !@®20b v, will hear somebody answering the question in 3.1. Listen and complete the text with no more
than two words from the text. You may need to listen twice.

_A__L,J_g_l_g My taste in music is quite ! ssiaasvnis ang there isn’i really one 2 .. of music that [ like.
1 listen to everything from 3 e — .. music to ¢ —— Musnc VSR
very important ® .o.oovvovnrinnne m my ltfe and | hs.ten tu 1t almuslcnnstan!iy lﬁnd thal it helps to
. orto change a® .So 1 tend to choose my music according to who I'm with

or whal I m dmng For example, if ['m drwmg long chstances inmy car | prefer to play something

s b help keep me awake, but if I'm hawng a dinner party with friends then I play something
more “’ . I think that music helps to veveerireessssees ME wWhen I'm working, although my
colleagues ﬁnd B2 s .50 ] tend to listen w1th . on. In that way I can

. mto my own httie wclrld When | was younger I would deﬁmrely have said that I preferred live
music. The e hna Mue B e oo B s v OWaKEYS . taugh
a lot of populargruups only perform at very large ™ . .............infrontof* ... 0f 20,000
or more and ] don't really like that. I prefer the?® . _......cccoeoo... Of listening to recorded music, and the sound
quality is better as well. Music reaELy . our lives - it can turn a boring, monotonous period of
HMe iAo 8 2 ... S0 ] think it's essential to have music and, in fact, all of 2 ..o i
your life.

4  PRONUNCIATION @20¢ Each of the following words has a weak sound or schwa (3), e.g. about. Underline
the weak sounds in each word then listen and check your answers. Practise saying the words. There may be
more than one schwa in each word. )

Audio

atmosphere  classical edition  festival fundamental imagination
literary ~ monotenous musical performance  pepular  visual
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Test practice

Academic Reading

You should spend about 20 minutes on questions 1-12, which are based on the reading passage.

Storytelling
Dr Tom Sjéblom, University of Helsinki, explores the link between narratives and memories.

Storytelling seems to be a fundamental feature of human existence. In a recent article, Paul Hernadi
points out that storytelling and narratives are such widespread phenomena that they could justifiably be
included in the list of human universals (Hernadi, 2001). But, our craving for narratives, or stories, goes
deeper than this. It is embedded in our mental images of whatever happens around us (Boyer, 2001). In
other words, creating narratives is our way of connecting and interacting with our environment (Mink,
1978).

As a species, we humans appear to have a much more active attitude towards our environment than
any other species. Our bodies and minds not only adapt to the surrounding world, but we actively shape
and construct our environment to better suit our needs (Plotkin, 1993). From this perspective, culture is
nothing more than an environment that we create ourselves. Culture is not something in opposition to
nature. Instead it is a part of it, it is — in a way - nature modified to better suit the requirements of the
human life form. Thus, culture and all aspects of it are basically products of natural selection and, more
specifically, the evolution of the human mind (Boyer, 2001).

Between 60,000 and 20,000 years ago the first signs of art and religion appeared and humans started to
build houses and invent more sophisticated tools and weapons, such as bows and arrows. This period
has been called the ‘big bang' of human culture. There is still much controversy over how to explain this
period of innovation, but a growing consensus connects the greater cultural energy and innovation of
the period to the emergence of individuals as creative beings (Mellars, 1994).

The archaeologist Steven Mithen has suggested that this creativity can be explained by the emergence
of a ‘cognitively fluid’ mentality, in other words, an ability to link together information from different areas
of our life. Cognitive fluidity makes it possible for human beings to emerge from the concrete situational
present and to adopt a more general and abstract approach (Mithen, 1996). As Gerald Edelman puts

it: ‘With that ability come the abilities to model the world, to make explicit comparisons and to weigh
outcomes; through such comparisons comes the possibility of reorganizing plans.” (Edelman, 1992)

Edelman goes further than this and argues that it is the flexibility of our memory system which is the
key for understanding how cognitive fluidity affects our ability to learn new things in general (Edelman,
1992). The basic idea here is that our memory does not really represent the past as it happened. In
most of the cases it does not even represent it as it is stored and coded into our brains. Instead, our
memory prefers creating the past from the perspective of how relevant it is to our present situation.
Striving for this kind of coherence, our mind combines stored representations and blends information
stored in them (Holyoak & Thagard, 1995). Thus, all things being equal, we do not remember the past,
we create it.
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The medieval art of memory, known as memoria, has interested historians for a long time, but seldom
from a psychological or cognitive perspective. Recently, this has been changed through the work of
Mary Carruthers. According to Carruthers, memoria was the reason why literature, in a fundamental
sense, existed in medieval Europe. It was the process by which a work of literature became both
institutionalised by the group and learned by its individual members (Carruthers, 1990).

For those medieval experts who were educated in the art of memory there were two principal strategies
for achieving their goal. The first and older of these strategies, attributed to Aristotle, relied on the
concept of ‘mental images’. Supporters of this strategy argued that remembering was to see mental
pictures, which are firmly imprinted upon the memory. Thus, the best way to memorise narratives is

to stimulate the act of memorising by using visual aids such as emotion-provoking representations, or
so-called ‘word pictures’. Descriptive language can also be used to create a kind of mental painting,
although no actual pictures are present (Carruthers, 1990). As Albertus Magnus (1193-1280) puts it:
‘something is not secure enough by hearing, but it is made firm by seeing’ (Albertus I.1. Il. 6-7).

The second, and more popular, strategy for memorising narratives was by rote learning. This was
achieved by the frequent repetition of a text until it was accurately memorised. In this case, the process
of memorising was aided by the use of rhythmic and/or formulaic expressions, and by breaking longer
texts into numbered segments and then memorising them one by one (Carruthers, 1990).

The followers of this strategy criticised the use of visual imagery because of its inaccuracy. It was
argued that the use of visual aids was marginally helpful at best, providing cues for recollection, but
could not in itself guarantee the accuracy of the memorising process (Carruthers, 1990). The latter
countered the criticism by arguing that, while in ordinary circumstances the accuracy of visual
imagery could not be trusted, this problem would disappear if the visual imagery was strong enough
to make a person emotionally engaged with the text. Indeed, they argued, it is the creation of strong
emotional responses that makes the use of visual images such a powerful tool for memory creation
(Carruthers, 1980).

Questions 1-8

Look at the following theories (questions 1-8) and the list of people below.
Match each person with the correct theory.
Write the correct letter (A-H) next to questions 1-8.

1 Early European storytelling came about because of a traditional form of memorising. .......
Cognitive fluidity allowed early humans to make and change arrangements. .......

Telling stories allows us to relate to our surroundings. .......

The brain changes our recollection of past events to match our current circumstances. .......

Telling stories is a trait which is common to all nations. .......

o n s W N

Early humans became more inventive when they were able to make a connection between different ideas. ...
7 Your memory of something will be improved if you visualise it rather than just listen to it. .......

8 Humans adjust to their surroundings as well as changing them. .......
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List of people
A Hernadi E Edelman
B Mink F Holyoak & Thagard
C Plotkin G Carruthers
D Mithen H Albertus
Questions 9-12

Complete each sentence with the correct ending A-F from the box.
Write the correct letter (A=F) next to questions 9-12.

9 Those who memorised using Aristotle's theory were helped by .......
10 The experts who used rote learning were helped by .......
11 Those who supported rote learning believed that .......

12 Supporters of Aristotle’s method of memorising believed that ...

...writing down their stories.

...using paintings aided the memory.

...visual aids were of limited help when memorising text.

...if images evoked a passionate response then the memory would be more accurate.
...creating a vivid image in their mind.

...turning a long text into a series of short parts.

mTMOOmP
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