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FINAL TEST - IELTS READING

Time allowed: 60 minutes
READING PASSAGE 1

You should spend about 20 minutes on Questions 1-13, which are based on Reading Passage 1 below.
Holidays with a difference
Tribal tourism is becoming more popular. But at what cost to the locals?

Tribal tourism is a relatively new type of tourism. It involves travellers going to remote destinations,
staying with local people and learning about their culture and way of life. They stay in local accommodation,
share facilities with local people, and join in with meals and celebrations. At the moment, less than one percent
of holidays are tribal tourism holidays, but this is set to change.

Tribal tourism is often compared with foreign exchange visits. However, a foreign exchange involves
staying with people who often share the same values. Tribal tourism takes visitors to places where the lifestyle is
very different from that in their home location. Those who have been on a tribal holiday explain that experiencing
this lifestyle is the main attraction. They say that it offers them the chance to live in a way they never have before.

Not everyone is convinced that tribal tourism is a good thing, and opinions are divided. The argument is
about whether or not it helps the local population, or whether it exploits them. The main problem is that, because
tribal tourism is relatively new, the long-term effects on local populations have not been studied in much detail.
Where studies have been carried out, the effects have been found to be negative.

Travel writer lan Coleman recalls a recent trip to Guatemala, where he saw an example of this. 'There is
a village with a statue of a man called Maximon, who has a special spiritual meaning for the local tribe,' he
explains, 'The statue is kept indoors, and once a year the locals bring him out and carry him around the village.
However, visitors now pay money for them to bring the statue out and carry it around, while they take
photographs. As a result, Maximon has lost his original meaning, and is now just another tourist attraction.'

So, is it possible to experience an exotic culture without harming it in some way? 'With a bit of thought,
we can maximise the positive impacts and minimise the negative,’ says travel company director Hilary
Waterhouse. 'Remember that you are there not only to experience a different culture, but to help it in some way.
Tourists bring money to the community, which the community can invest in local projects. However, this does
not mean you can act the way you might do back home. The most important thing is to show respect, learn about,
and be aware of, local customs and traditions. Always remember you're a guest.'

Dawn Baker, manager of travel company Footprints, runs tours to tribal areas in Peru. 'Good companies
specialising in tribal tours are very careful about who they allow on their tours,' she says. "They won't take anyone
they feel is unsuitable.' Baker offers reading recommendations so that visitors can read about the country and its
cultures. "The rewards of a trip to this country are priceless, and the more you know in advance, the more priceless
they are.'

Tribal tourism travellers are often surprised at how basic their facilities are when they get there. 'It's not
for everyone, but for me it was all part of the experience,' says Jamie White, who has recently returned from a
trip to Borneo. "We stayed in the same huts that everyone was living in, with no running water and no electricity.
It was basic, but it was an ethical way to travel. Being comfortable means you use more local resources and so
have more of an environmental impact.'
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Questions 1-8

Complete the summary below.
Choose NO MORE THAN TWO WORDS AND/OR A NUMBER from the passage for each answer.
Tribal tourism

People who take a tribal tourism holiday visit places that are 1 ............cceeeevee.. . When they
are there, they find out about the local 2 ... and how people live. Currently, tribal
tourism accounts for less than 3 ........................ of the tourism industry.

Tribal tourism holidays are different from foreign exchange visits because the travellers and

the people they meet have different 4 ........................ . Tribal tourism travellers experience a

5 veeieeeevsieen. that they are not familiar with., For them, this is it 6 .....occeevvvvieennn o
However, some people argue that 7 ..o do not benefit from this kind of tourism.
8o show that the effects of tribal tourism are not good.

Questions 9-13

Look at the following statements and the list of people below.

Match each statement with the correct person, A-D.

NB You may use any letter more than once.

9 Travellers may need to change the way they behave. ...

10 Some travellers would not enjoy living the way that the local people do. .....cooevvevvenenene.

11 Tribal tourism can have benefits for local people. «oeeevriieennnneen.

12 Some travellers make local people do things that they would not normally do. .........cceiiiiens

13 Learning about a place before you go there makes your trip much more satisfying. .......ccccoeeenn.

List of People
A Tan Coleman
B Hilary Waterhouse
C Dawn Baker
D Jamie White
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READING PASSAGE 2

You should spend about 20 minutes on Questions 14-26, which are based on Reading Passage 2 below.
Sheet glass manufacture: the float process

Glass, which has been made since the time of the Mesopotamians and Egyptians, is little more than a
mixture of sand, soda ash and lime. When heated to about 1500 degrees Celsius (°C), this becomes a molten mass
that hardens when slowly cooled. The first successful method for making clear and flat glass involved spinning.
This method was very effective as the glass had not touched any surfaces between being soft and becoming hard,
so it stayed perfectly unblemished, with a 'fire finish'. However, the process took a long time and was labour
intensive.

Nevertheless, demand for flat glass was very high and glassmakers across the world were looking for a
method of making it continuously. The first continuous ribbon process involved squeezing molten glass through
two hot rollers, similar to an old mangle. This allowed glass of virtually any thickness to be made non-stop, but
the rollers would leave both sides of the glass marked, and these would then need to be ground and polished. This
part of the process rubbed away around 20 per cent of the glass, and the machines were very expensive.

The float process for making flat glass was invented by Alistair Pilkington. This process allows the
manufacture of clear, tinted and coated glass for buildings, and clear and tinted glass for vehicles. Pilkington had
been experimenting with improving the melting process, and in 1952 he had the idea of using a bed of molten
metal to form the flat glass, eliminating altogether the need for rollers within the float bath. The metal had to melt
at a temperature less than the hardening point of glass (about 600°C), but could not boil at a temperature below
the temperature of the molten glass (about 1500°C). The best metal for the job was tin.

The rest of the concept relied on gravity, which guaranteed that the surface of the molten metal was
perfectly flat and horizontal. Consequently, when pouring molten glass onto the molten tin, the underside of the
glass would also be perfectly flat. If the glass were kept hot enough, it would flow over the molten tin until the
top surface was also flat, horizontal and perfectly parallel to the bottom surface. Once the glass cooled to 604°C
or less, it was too hard to mark and could be transported out of the cooling zone by rollers. The glass settled to a
thickness of six millimetres because of surface tension interactions between the glass and the tin. By fortunate
coincidence, 60 percent of the flat glass market at that time was for six-millimetre glass.

Pilkington built a pilot plant in 1953 and by 1955 he had convinced his company to build a full-scale plant.
However, it took 14 months of non-stop production, costing the company £100,000 a month, before the plant
produced any usable glass. Furthermore, once they succeeded in making marketable flat glass, the machine was
turned off for a service to prepare it for years of continuous production. When it started up again, it took another
four months to get the process right again. They finally succeeded in 1959 and there are now float plants all over
the world, with each able to produce around 1000 tons of glass every day, non-stop for around 15 years.

Float plants today make glass of near optical quality. Several processes — melting, refining, homogenising
— take place simultaneously in the 2000 tonnes of molten glass in the furnace. They occur in separate zones in a
complex glass flow driven by high temperatures. It adds up to a continuous melting process, lasting as long as 50
hours, that delivers glass smoothly and continuously to the float bath, and from there to a coating zone and finally
a heat treatment zone, where stresses formed during cooling are relieved.

The principle of float glass is unchanged since the 1950s. However, the product has changed dramatically,
from a single thickness of 6.8 mm to a range from sub-millimetre to 25 mm, from a ribbon frequently marred by
inclusions and bubbles to almost optical perfection. To ensure the highest quality, inspection takes place at every
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stage. Occasionally, a bubble is not removed during refining, a sand grain refuses to melt, a tremor in the tin puts
ripples into the glass ribbon. Automated on-line inspection does two things. Firstly, it reveals process faults
upstream that can be corrected. Inspection technology allows more than 100 million measurements a second to
be made across the ribbon, locating flaws the unaided eye would be unable to see. Secondly, it enables computers

downstream to steer cutters around flaws.
Float glass is sold by the square metre, and at the final stage computers translate customer requirements

into patterns of cuts designed to minimise waste.

Questions 14 - 21

Complete the table and diagram below.

Choose NO MORE THAN TWO WORDS from the passage for each answer.
Write your answers in boxes 14-21 on your answer sheet.
Early methods of producing flat glass

Method Advantages Disadvantages
» * Glass remained + Slow
""""""""""" o i |-

» Could produce glass sheets o Glasswas 18 .................

IRibbon of varying 17 ................. » 20% of glass rubbed away
* Non-stop process * Machines were expensive

Pilkington’s float process
19

Questions 22-26

Do the following statements agree with the information given in Reading Passage 27

In boxes 22-26 on your answer sheet, write

TRUE
FALSE
NOT GIVEN

if the statement agrees with the information
if the statement contradicts the information

if there is no information on this

22 The metal used in the tloat process had to have specific properties.

23 Pilkington invested some of his own money in his float plant.

24 Pilkington’s first full-scale plant was an instant commercial success.

25 The process invented by Pilkington has now been improved.

26 Computers are better than humans at detecting faults in glass.

4
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READING PASSAGE 3

Reading in a whole new way
As technology improves, how does the act of reading change?

Reading and writing, like all technologies, are constantly changing. In ancient times, authors often dictated
their books. Dictation sounded like an uninterrupted series of words, so scribes wrote these down in one long
continuous string, justastheyoccurinspeech. For this reason, text was written without spaces between words until
the 11th century. This continuous script made books hard to read, so only a few people were accomplished at
reading them aloud to others. Being able to read silently to yourself was considered an amazing talent; writing
was an even rarer skill. In fact, in 15th-century Europe, only one in 20 adult males could write.

After Gutenberg’s invention of the printing press in about 1440, mass-produced books changed the way
people read and wrote, The technology of printing increased the number of words available, and more types of
media, such as newspapers and magazines, broadened what was written about. Authors no longer had to produce
scholarly works, as was common until then, but could write, for example, inexpensive, heart-rending love stories
or publish autobiographies, even if they were unknown.

In time, the power of the written word gave birth to the idea of authority and expertise. Laws were
compiled into official documents, contracts were written down and nothing was valid unless it was in this form.
Painting, music, architecture, dance were all important, but the heartbeat of many cultures was the turning pages
of a book. By the early 19th century, public libraries had been built in many cities.

Today, words are migrating from paper to computers, phones, laptops and game consoles. Some 4.5 billion
digital screens illuminate our lives. Letters are no longer fixed in black ink on paper, but flitter on a glass surface
in a rainbow of colors as fast as our eyes can blink. Screens fill our pockets, briefcases, cars, living-room walls
and the sides of buildings. They sit in front of us when we work — regardless of what we do. And of course, these
newly ubiquitous screens have changed how we read and write.

The first screens that overtook culture, several decades ago — the big, fat, warm tubes of television —
reduced the time we spent reading to such an extent that it seemed as if reading and writing were over. Educators
and parents worried deeply that the TV generation would be unable to write. But the interconnected, cool, thin
displays of computer screens launched an epidemic of writing that continues to swell. As a consequence, the
amount of time people spend reading has almost tripled since 1980. By 2008, the World Wide Web contained
more than a trillion pages, and that total grows rapidly every day.

But it is not book reading or newspaper reading, it is screen reading. Screens are always on, and, unlike
books, we never stop staring at them. This new platform is very visual, and it is gradually merging words with
moving images. You might think of this new medium as books we watch, or television we read. We also use
screens to present data, and this encourages numeracy: visualising data and reading charts, looking at pictures
and symbols are all part of this new literacy.

Screens engage our bodies, too. The most we may do while reading a book is to flip the pages or turn over
a corner, but when we use a screen, we interact with what we see. In the futuristic movie Minority Report, the
main character stands in front of a screen and hunts through huge amounts of information as if conducting an
orchestra. Just as it seemed strange five centuries ago to see someone read silently, in the future it will seem
strange to read without moving your body.

In addition, screens encourage more utilitarian (practical) thinking. A new idea or unfamiliar fact will
cause a reflex to do something: to research a word, to question your screen ‘friends” for their opinions or to find
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alternative views. Book reading strengthened our analytical skills, encouraging us to think carefully about how

we feel. Screen reading, on the other hand, encourages quick responses, associating this idea with another,
equipping us to deal with the thousands of new thoughts expressed every day. For example, we review a movie
for our friends while we watch it; we read the owner’s manual of a device we see in a shop before we purchase
it, rather than after we get home and discover that it can’t do what we need it to do.

Screens provoke action instead of persuasion. Propaganda is less effective, and false information is hard
to deliver in a world of screens because while misinformation travels fast, corrections do, too. On a screen, it is
often easier to correct a falsehood than to tell one in the first place. Wikipedia works so well because it removes
an error in a single click. In books, we find a revealed truth; on the screen, we assemble our own truth from pieces.
What is more, a screen can reveal the inner nature of things. Waving the camera eye of a smartphone over the bar
code of a manufactured product reveals its price, origins and even relevant comments by other owners. It is as if
the screen displays the object’s intangible essence. A popular children’s toy (Webkinz) instills stuffed animals
with a virtual character that is “hidden’ inside; a screen enables children to play with this inner character online
in a virtual world.

In the near future, screens will be the first place we’ll look for answers, for friends, for news, for meaning,

for our sense of who we are and who we can be.

Questions 27-31

Choose the correct letter, A, B, C or D.

27 What does the writer say about dictation?

A. It helped people learn to read.

B. It affected the way people wrote.

C. It was not used until the 11th century.

D. It was used mainly for correspondence.

28 According to the writer, what changed afier the invention of the printing press?
A. Romance became more popular than serious fiction.

B. Newspapers became more popular than books.

C. Readers asked for more autobiographies.

D. Authors had a wider choice of topics.

29 In the third paragraph, the writer focuses on the

A. legal concerns of authors.

B. rapid changes in public libraries.

C. growing status of the written word.

D. recognition of the book as an art form.

30 What does the writer say about screens in the fourth paragraph?
A. They are hard to read.

B. They are bad for our health.

C. They can improve our work.

D. They can be found everywhere.

31 According to the writer, computers differ from television because they
A. encourage more reading.
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B. attract more criticism.

C. take up more of our leisure time.
D. include more educational content.

Questions 32-36
Do the following statements agree with the views of the writer in Reading Passage 37

Write

YES if the statement agrees with the views of the writer

NO if the statement contradicts the views of the writer

NOT GIVEN if it is impossible to say what the writer thinks about this

32 Screen reading has reduced the number of books and newspapers people read.
33 Screen literacy requires a wider range of visual skills than book-based literacy.
34 Screen reading is more active than book reading.

35 Screens and books produce similar thought patterns in their readers.

36 People are easily persuaded to believe lies on the screen.

Questions 37-40

Complete each sentence with the correct ending, A-F, below.
37 The film Minority Report illustrates

38 Our behaviour when we watch a film shows

39 Wikipedia’s success relies on

40 Webkinz is an example of

A. the accuracy of its information.

B. people’s ability to concentrate.

C. the global use of the Internet.

D. how people behave physically when they read screens.
E. the screen’s ability to make an object seem real.

F. how rapidly opinions can be communicated.
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