Name Symbolism

Symbolism

In fiction, authorssometimesuse symbolsto communicate important
information to the reader. Symbolism isthe use of something
tangible to communicate something intangible. To determine
whetherornot an object isbeing used symbolically in a story,
consider the following:

« Doesthe object appear multiple times?
+« Doesthe object appearduring important passagesin the text?

DIRECTIONS: Practice identifying symbols Read each passage. Identify the
symbol, and explain what you think it means.

i

Mary tried to concentrate on what Demetriuswassaying, but she wasdistracted
when a small spider suddenly dropped from the ceiling on a thread of web. He
hung there in the airfora moment, swinging back and forth just over Demetrius
left shoulder. Demetrius continued to explain himself. Mary needed, half-
listening, as she watched the spiderfasten one end of histhread to the door
frame and set off once again through the air, beginning to build hisweb.

What isthe symbol?

What do you think it might mean?

2.

Evan woke early feeling curiously light; the lightest he had felt since Leila’'s
death. Drawn by the early moming light, he pulled on hisbootsand set out fora
walk. It hasrained in the night. He tramped through the mud, taking great
satisfaction in it, and once he grayed off the path and squatted down to
examine a cur of pale green plant shoving itsway up out from under the earth.

What isthe symbol?

What do you think it might mean?
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