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The meaning of some phrasal verbs is clear:
| picked up the phone. (picked and up have their normal meanings)

Many phrasal verbs are idiomatic and you have to learn what they mean. They may contain the
same verb but have different meanings, depending on the preposition or adverb which follows:
He turned back because he had left something at home. (= changed direction)

He turned down the invitation because he was feeling tired. (= refused)

They turned up unexpectedly. (= arrived)

Some phrasal verbs have several meanings:

She put on her clothes. (= she got dressed)

She put on weight. (= her weight increased)

She put on the light. (= she switched the light on)

The students put on a play. (= performed)

See Appendix 1 for a list of phrasal verbs you should understand.

The form of phrasal verbs can vary.

Some verbs have two parts: a verb (e.g. do, go) and another word {sometimes called a particle)
which can be an adverb (e.g. back, out) or a preposition (e.g. at, into, from).

Some verbs have three parts: a verb (e.g. come), an adverb (e.g. up) and a preposition (e.g.
against).

Phrasal verbs behave differently depending on whether they are:
a verb + preposition, a verb + adverb, or a verb + adverb + preposition.

VERD + RREROSATON

When a phrasal verb consists of a verb and a preposition:
* it always has an object.

* the object (noun or pronoun) always goes after the prepaosition (the verb and preposition can't
be separated):
The rest of the group looked after Donna. (not leeked Bonraafter)
| counted on them. (not eeurted-tham-an)

They went over their plans. (not wepttheirplansover)
| really cared about them. (not cared-therabaut)
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VERD + ADVERD

When a phrasal verb consists of a verb and its adverb:
= it doesn't always have an object:

They got together every Monday morning.
They carried on without me.

The object (when it is a noun) can come before or after the adverb (the verb and adverb can be
separated}:

They didn't back Donna up when she was in trouble,

or They didn't back up Donna.

They wanted to throw Donna out because of what she did.

or They wanted to throw out Donna.

They called the concert off or They called off the concert.

» the object (when it is a pronoun) must go between the verb and the adverb:
They backed me up. (not backed-usme)
They wanted to throw me out. (not threw-ewtraa)
They couldn't do the concert without her so they called it off (not called-ofit)

* the object (when it is very long) Is usually put after the adverh:
They called off the concert, which had already been postpaned twice. (not ealed-theconcart
w#ﬁh—h&d%@%%;ed—%@e—eﬁ-]

Some phrasal verbs have two meanings and take an object with one meaning and no object with
the ather meaning, e.g. give in:

| won't give in until they pay me what they owe. (verb + adverb + no abject = surrender)

| gave in my homework on time. (verb + adverb + object = hand it to the teacher)

Some words (e.g. down, in, off, on, past, through, up, etc.) can be either prepositions or adverbs:
She picked the book up. or She picked up the book.
(verb + adverb can be separated)

She went up the stairs. (not wentthe-stats-tp-}

(verb + preposition can't be separated)

You can check if a phrasal verb is a verb + preposition or a verb + adverb by locking in a good
dictionary.

VERD + ADVERD + PREROSITION

When a phrasal verb consists of three parts:
» it always has an object.
the object (noun or pronoun) always goes after the phrasal verb (the three parts can't be
separated):
| always got on with the other members of the group.
.. | came up against some problems ...
| put up with this for a while.
They're not going to get away with it.
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RACTIICE BANK

A. Complete these sentences with words from the box to make phrasal verbs with get:

through round to round over out of on
down by away with at

1. 1 can never get telling a lie because my face always goes red!
2. The news of their engagement got the office very quickly.
3. We don't keep things on the top shelf because we can’t get them without
standing on the table.
4. People think they need lots and lots of money we can get with very
little

5. Johan hasn't had much success with his enterprise but I'm sure he'll get
in his new one.

6. | tried to take a message but | didn’t get everything Amelia
said.

7. My grandmother got the flu very quickly because she’s such a
fit woman.

8. Michael always manages to get doing the washing up because he

says he has a lot of work at the office.
9. Beckie's daughters must be on the phone all the time because | can never get
when | try to ring her.

10. | finally got watching the video of a film | recorded three

months ago.

B. Fillin the gaps with phrasal verbs from the box which mean the same as the verbs
in brackets:

turn up turn down take in set off ring up

put off fill in cut down carry on care for
| had been doing the same job for years and | didn’t really 1 (like) it any
more, although it was very well paid. One day, | decided to search for another job, realizing |
would need to 2 (reduce) what | spent on personal luxuries. |
3 (completed) lots of forms but all my applicants were
4 (rejected). | didn’t give up, sol 5
(continued) looking for a job but nothing suitable 6 (appeared) so |
booked a holiday. The day before | was due to 7 (leave). | was
8 (telephoned) by a TV company who asked me to go for an
interview the next day.
[ (postponed) my holiday immediately. It was the job of my
dreams! | could hardly 10 (absorb) the news when they offered it
to me.

“ y%mcﬂm%_ﬁgim oun @Qe“mm‘ﬂm%_‘w%l 102
ssLIVEWORKSHEETS



Morlifoit Educalional Corthe ~ KCE - Gramman

C. Look up the phrasal verbs in a dictionary and decide if they are verb + preposition or verb
+ adverb or verb + adverb + preposition. Then decide if the underlined noun can go in any
other place and rewrite the sentences where possible:

1. | could tell from his expression that he'd made up the excuse.

2. We've run out of coke-could you fetch some more?

3. Karla went over her work several times before she was satisfied.

4. Jon was so angry he broke up the washing machine.

5. Simon can't give up ice cream however hard he tries.

6. 1 can’t put up with that noise any longer.

7. With is blue eyes and dark skin, she takes after her father.

8. This shop puts up its prices every month.

9. Don’'t forget to put out the lights when you leave home, Jess.

10. Susan looked after my children while | was travelling.

D. Rewrite these sentences with the correct phrasal verbs:
1. Henry had always respected his father.

2. The match was postponed for a week because the weather was terrible.

3. I really can’t bear to sit in this heat any longer.

4, They arrived unexpectedly while we were watching a film.

5. By the time we started our walk, it was getting dark.

6. The desk is for books which are being returned to the library.

7. When the mechanic finished mending the car, he was faced with a.problem he only
could solve after two hours.
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E. In eight sentences there is at least one wrong preposition. Underlined each
_____rfr_l_is_take and wr_ite the c_o_rrection.
1. Who is responsible of setting the burglar alarm?

2. | asked the boss for advice for training but he just shouted angrily with.

3. My brothers were brought to the cinema by my parents.

4. The girl was combing her hair by a gold comb.

5. No one’s had any wine. What's the matter of it?

6. Did you drove that dish by purpose?

7. Lucy doesn’t approve on wearing real fur, but Camile doesn’t agree to her.

8. Ann, you know you shouldn’t phone me in work!

9. Do you know the name of the thing you use for opening wine bottles?

10. Mark didn’t understand what the play was in because there was a pillar on the
way so he couldn’t see properly.
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ask after
ask for

back out of
back up

be away

be in

be into
blow up
break down
break in
break off
break out
break up
bring about
bring back
bring in
bring out
bring round
bring up
build up
burst in
burst out
call for
callin

call off

call on

call on

care for
carry off
carry on
carry out
catch on
catch up with
check in
check out
check over
check up
clear out
clear up
come across
come clown
come forward
come off
come on
come out
come round
come up

ARRENDIX: RIRASAL VERDS

These are some of the most common phrasal verbs. Many phrasal verbs have more than one
meaning. Check them in a good dictionary and study this list.

come up against
count on
count up
cross out
cut across
cut back
cut down
cutin

cut out

cut up

deal with
do away with
do out of
do without
draw in
draw out
draw up
drop back
drop by
dropinon
drop off
drop out
face up to
fall back on
fall behind
fall for

fall in with
fall out

fall through
feel like
feelup to
fillin

fill out

find out
fitin

get across get
along with
get around
get at

get away
get away with
get back
get by

get down
getin

get off
geton

get on with
get out

get out of
get over
get round
get round to
get through
get together
get up

get up to
give away
give back
give in

give out
give up

go after

go by

go down with
go for

go in for

go off

go on

go out

go over

go through
go with

go without
grow out of
grow up
hand in
hand on
hand out
hand over
hang about
hang on
hang up
have back
have on
have round
hold back
hold in

hold on
hold on to
hold out
hold up
joinin
joinup

keep back
keep clown
keep off
keep on
keep out
keep up
keep up with
knock down
knock out
leave in
leave on
leave out
let down
letin

let off

let out

let through
live on

live through
live upto
lock up

look after
look at

look back on
look for
look forward to
look in

look into
look on
look out
look over
look through
look up
look up to
make for
make up
make up for
miss out on
mix up
move in
move out
own up
pass away
pass off
pass out
pay back
pay in

pay off

pay up

pick out
pick up
point out
pull down
pullin

pull off

pull out
pull up

put aside
put away
put by

put down
put off

put on

put out

put through
put up

put up with
ring back
ring off
ring up

rub out

run away with
run down
runinto
run out of
run over
see about
see off

see through
see to
send for
send out
set back
setin

set off

set out

set up
show off
show up
stand by
stand for
stand in for
stand out
stand up for

" stand up to

stay in
stay out
stick out
stop off
stop over
switch on
switch off
take after
take away
take back
takein
take off
take on
take over
take to
take up
talk over
think about
think of
think out
think over
throw away
throw out
try on

try out
turn back
turn down
turn into
turn off
turn on
turn out
turn over
turn up
wash up
watch out
wear off
wear out
wipe off
wipe out
wipe up
work out
work up
write down
write in
write off
write up
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