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EN31204 English Reading and Writing 2/2025 Midterm Examination

Section I: Multiple Choices (45 items)
Part I: Vocabulary (item 1-15)

Directions: A. Match each word with its correct meaning,

1. Poisonous a. looking or tasting extremely good, and giving great pleasure

2. Counteract b. Used to describe a respected and admired person, or their work

3. Distinguished c. to reduce or remove the effect of something unwanted by producing an opposite effect
4. Justifiable d. able to be explained or shown to be reasonable; understandable

5. Delectable e. a substance that can make people or animals ill or kill them if they eat or drink it

Directions: B. Match the vocabulary with the proper synonym.

6. mostly a. deadly
7. revolutionize b. unprocessed
8. contaminated c. infecred
9. raw d. largely
10, faral e. transform

Directions: Choose the best answer.

11. NASA chose Lovell to command the Apollo 13 space mission.

a. to study b. to fly with the others on c. to be at the head of d. to be part of
12. Pay attention, you will observe that the candle with the least air available is the first one extinguished.

a. put out b. turn on c. exploded d. strengthened
13. The inside of an abalone shell gleams with different rainbow colors. This érédescent substance is called mother-
of-pearl.

a. not letting light through b. easy to notice or understand

c. shining with many varying colors d. a small amount of something
14. Their shells save them from storms or predators such as starfish, birds, and otters.

a. Predators can harm some animals. b. Predators need to find shelter from storms.

c. All predators have skeletons. d. When the animal dies, the shell remains.
15. When a bivalpe is alive, the two parts of its shell are hinged.

a. having a hard outer shell b. having a shell with two pieces

c. having a soft outer shell d. having a shell that is all one piece
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EN31204 English Reading and Writing 2/2025 Midterm Examination

Part II: Reading Passages (item 16 — 45)

Directions: Read the passage, then choose the correct answer. (item 16-20)

Anna Kelly

Assistant Manager of Marketing and Communications
Powerpop

228 Park Ave S, New York,

NY 10003-1502, US 28 December 2018

Dear Ms. Kelly,

We are pleased and honored to inform you that you have been promoted from Assistant Manager of
Marketing and Communications to Manager of Marketing and Communications in the organization,
eftective 3 January 2019,

Your new salary structure and details of compensation are specified in the official promotion letter
which is attached.

You will report to Barbara Jones, Director of Marketing and Communications. She looks forward to
your becoming a new member of her team,

Should you have any queties or difficulties related to this matter, you can contact the Human
Resources Department on the intranet of the company's website. Once again, many congratulations to you
and I would like to wish you all the best in your career.

Yours sincerely,

Henry Johnson

Human Resources Manager
Powerpop

16. What is the purpose of this letter?
a. To give information about new regulations b. To discuss a new campaign
¢. To make an appointment d. To inform Ms. Kelly about her promotion
17. What is included with this letter?
4. money b. information about the new salary
c. the new budget structure d. the new office location
18. What is the current position of Ms, Kelly in Powerpop?
a. Human Resources Manager b. Assistant Manager of Marketing and Communications

c. Manager of Marketing and Communications  d. Director of Marketing and Communications
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EN31204 English Reading and Writing

2/2025 Midterm Examination

19. What can be said about Ms. Kelly?
a. She just graduated from university.
c. She will be under Barbara Jones.
20. The word "queries" means
4. questions

c. threats

Directions: Read the email below, then choose the wo

b. She just got a job at Powerpop.

d. She will leave Powerpop on 3 January 2019.

b. opportunities

d. misunderstandings

rd to complete the email. (item 21-25)

An email to confirm an appointment

a. regards
b. writing
c. forward
d. Dear

e. appointment

From: jane.claret@example.com

To: arina.marat@regal50.com

Subject: Re: Your appointment on 14 March

4 R sasnseunes Vs Marat,

srsmean

Jane Claret

Thank you for your email confirming my (22) .....verassuressssssersssnsscssess with Mrs Aronov. I'm
) I verereseraenseenens. t0 check if I should bring any 1D with me on Thursday 14
March.

Tl60k (29) covusmvivenmusismapsssmmsvansvverss tO meeting you soon.

BESEYRT) wsumenmummsmsiunmmmsrasmsnsnnegusns ;
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EN31204 English Reading and Writing 2/2025 Midterm Examination

Directions: Read the passage and answer the following questions. (item 26-35)
Ultra-Processed Food: What It Is and Why It Matters

In recent years, people around the world have started talking more about ultra-processed food. Many health
experts warn that these products can be harmful, especially when they become a large part of our daily diet. Bur what

exactly are they, and why should we pay attention?

Ultra-processed food refers to products that are made mostly from ingredients created in factories, instead of
natural or simple ingredients found in traditional cooking. These foods usually contain additives such as artificial
colors, flavors, sweeteners, and preservatives. Their main purpose is to make the food look better, taste stronger, last
longer, or feel more convenient. They often include things like instant noodles, packaged snacks, sugary cereals, fast

food items, processed meats, soft drinks, and ready-to-eat meals.

One reason ultra-processed foods are so common is that they are cheap and easy to find. Many people choose
them because they save time; they don’t require much preparation and can be eaten anywhere. For busy students or
workers, opening a bag of chips or heating a frozen meal can feel much faster than cooking. In addition, companies
spend a lot of money on advertising, making these foods seem attractive and fun. As a result, people, especially

teenagers, may eat them more often than they realize.

However, research shows that eating too much ultra-processed food can lead to health problems. These
products usually contain high amounts of sugar, salt, and unhealthy fats. They also lack important nutrients like fiber,
vitamins, and minerals. When people consume them frequently, they may gain weight more easily or have a higher risk
of diseases such as diabetes, heart disease, and high blood pressure. Some studies even suggest that certain additives

might affect our mood, enerey levels, and digestive system.
7 ) g3 > 2 3

Another concern is that ultra-processed foods can be addictive. Their strong flavors and textures are designed
to make us want more, even when we are not hungry. For example, it is easy to finish a whole packet of cookies
without noticing, but much harder to overeat fresh fruit. This happens because natural foods usually contain fiber and
watet, which help us feel full. Ultra-processed foods do not provide the same signals to our brain, so we continue

eating.

Despite these problems, it is not necessary to avoid ultra-processed foods completely. For many families,
especially those with limited time or money, these products can still play a role in daily life. The key is to find a balance.

Choosing fresh or minimally processed foods most of the time can make a big difference. Simple habits, like cooking

5
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EN31204 English Reading and Writing 2/2025 Midterm Examination

at home more often, checking nutrition labels, or carrying healthier snacks such as nuts or fruit, can help reduce the

amount of ultra-processed food we eat.

In the end, understanding what ultra-processed food is can help us make better choices. By being more aware
of what we consume and how it affects our body, we can protect our health and develop a more mindful relationship
with food.

26. What does the word artificial most nearly mean?
a. Found in nature b. Made by humans
c. Easy to understand d. Difficult to produce
7. What is the purpose of preservatives using in food?

4. make it more expensive b. keep it fresh for a longer time

c. remove unhealthy ingredients d. improve its natural flavor
28. What is the meaning of “convenient”?

a. boring to use b. easy and practical

c. dangerous d. difficult to find

29. According to the passage, what is the meaning of the word “balance™?

a. eating only one type of food b. having the same flavor
c. having a healthy mix or variety d. avoiding all snacks

30. If something is addictive, what does it mean?
a. People want to stop using it. b. It is difficult to stop using or eating.
c. It has no effect on people. d. It is naturally nutritious.
31. What is the main purpose of the passage?
4. To describe why cooking at home is better than eating our
b. To explain what ultra-processed food is and why it can be harmful
c. To teach people how to make their own snacks
d. To compare different types of natural ingredients
32. Which of the following is a common feature of ultra-processed food?
a. It is made mostly from fresh ingredients. b. It contains few artificial additives.
c. It is heavily advertised and easy to buy. d. It spoils quickly.

33. What is one reason ultra-processed foods can be addictive?

ueLIVEWORKSHEETS



EN31204 English Reading and Writing 2/2025 Midterm Examination

a. They contain a lot of fiber and water, b. Their strong flavors encourage people to eat more.
c. They spoil quickly, so people eat them fast. d. They have no salt or sugar.
34. What role do advertisements play in the popularity of ultra-processed foods?
4. They warn people about health risks. b. They hide the ingredients.
c. They make the products seem fun and attractive.  d. They help people choose healthier items.
35. What is the overall tone of the passage?
a. Strongly negative and angry b. Neutral and scientific

c. Informative and slightly cautionary d. Humorous and casual

Directions: Read the passage and answer the following questions. (item 36-45)

The Changing Face of Advertising

Advertising has always plaved a major role in shaping consumer behavior, but the way it reaches
people has changed dramatically over the past decade. In the past, companies relied mainly on television,
radio, and print media to promote their products. Today, however, digital platforms have become the most
influential advertising space. Social media apps, video-sharing websites, and search engines allow companies

to target very specific groups of customers based on age, interests, and even online habits,

One of the biggest advantages of digital advertising is its ability to measure results instantly.
Marketers can quickly see how many people have viewed, clicked on, or shared an advertisement. This helps
businesses adjust their strategies in real time. Traditional advertising, on the other hand, often requires

companies to wait weeks or even months before they know whether a campaign has been successful.

Despite these benefits, digital advertising also taises concerns. Some people worry that targeted ads
invade theit privacy because companies collect large amounts of personal data. Others argue that online
advertisements can be overwhelming, as users are constantly exposed to sponsored content. As a result,

many consumers have started using ad-blocking software to limit the number of ads they see.

In response to these concerns, companies are exploring new ways to make advertising more
appealing. Some brands focus on creating entertaining or meaningful content that viewers actually want to
watch. Others collaborate with influencers who can promote products in a more natural and authentic way.
Although the future of advertising remains uncertain, one thing is clear: it will continue to evolve as

technology and consumer expectations change.
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EN31204 English Reading and Writing 2/2025 Midterm Examination

Directions: Look at the following statements. Choose a. if it is TRUE, b. if it is False, and c. if the statement is Not

Given. (item 36-40)

36. Companies can use digital platforms to target customers based on their online behavior.
37. Traditional advertising provides feedback faster than digital advertising,

38. Some consumers use tools to reduce the number of online advertisements they encounter.
39. All companies agree that influencer marketing is the most effective advertising method.

40. The passage states that advertsing will completely disappear in the furure.

Directions: Choose the best answer. (item 41-45)
41. What is the main purpose of the passage?
a. To warn people about the dangers of online advertising
b. To describe how advertising has changed in the digital age
¢. To encourage companies to use traditional advertising
d. To explain how to design an effective advertisement
42. What is the tone of the passage?
a. Strongly negative b. Completely enthusiastic
c. Balanced and informative d. Humorous
43. Which advantage of digiral advertising is mentioned?
a. It costs less than traditional advertising. b. It allows instant measurement of campaign results.
c. It puarantees higher sales. d. It prevents privacy concerns.
44. Why are some consumers uncomfortable with digiral ads?
a. They prefer to shop in physical stores. b. Digital ads use too many bright colors.
c. Companies collect personal data. d. They cannot understand the content.

45. How are companies trying to improve advertising?
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a. By producing fewer advertisements b. By banning influencer marketing
c. By making ads more entertaining or authentic d. By removing all targeted ads
Section IT: Writing short answer. (3 items)
Directions: Read the following passages given, then write your answer on the answer sheet. (items 46-48)

46. The United States has five branches of the military. The Army, Navy, Air Force, Coast Guard, and Marines are the
five branches. Each branch serves an important role for the country. The country relies on the people who serve in

order to protect freedom. What is the author’s purpose?

47. Students should have at least 15 minutes of recess during a school day. After all, students shouldn't be expected to
sit all day! Further-more, students don't feel as antsy and can focus more easily after they run around and play. What

is the author's purpose?
48. One warm afternoon, while walking home from school, Rosie glanced at her neighbot's house and noticed Mrs.

Spencer lifting a fluffy kitten from a cardboard box. The words "Free Kittens" were written across the side of the box

in large, black letters. Rosie squealed with excitement and ran home to tell her parents. What is the author’s purpose?
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Section 2: Writing short answers (3 items)

Directions: Read the paragraphs from the test book and write your answer on the answer sheet.

46. What is the author’s purpose?

47. What is the author’s purpose?

48. What is the author’s purpose?
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