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PAST CONTINUOUS

AFFIRMATIVE
| was

HE\SHE\IT was studying.
YOU\WE\THEY were

INTERROGATIVE

Was |

Was he\shel\it studying ?
Were we\you\they

NEGATIVE

| wasn’t )
HE\SHE\IT wasn’t studying.

YOU\WE\THEY weren’t

We form the past continuous with was/were
(past simple of “to be”) + verb + -ing.

Past Continuous yTBOpPIOETLCA 32

onomMorow was/were IEC/IOBO + -ind.
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We use the past continuous:
Mu suxopucToByeMo Past Continuous:

for an action which was in progress at a stated time in the past. We
do not know when the action started or finished.
ANna pii, AKa TpMBana y nNeBHUM MOMEHT Y MUHYNIOMY. MU He 3HaeEMO,
KO/ BOHa noyanacsa abo 3aKiH4yMnacs.

At three o'clock yesterday afternoon Mike and his son were washing the
dog.

— O TpeTiit roguHi B4opa MakK i oro CMH MUK cobaky.

(We do not know when they started or finished.)

(Mu He 3HaeEMO, KONMKW BOHW NOYaIM YK 3aKIHYUIN.)

for a past action which was in progress when another action
interrupted it. We use the past continuous for the longer action
and the past simple for the shorter action.

ANna pii, AKa TpuBana, KoM iHwa ais ii nepepsana. Past Continuous
— poBuwa gin, Past Simple — kopoTwa gis.

He was reading a newspaper when his wife came.

— BiH yuTaBs raseTy, KOM MOro ApyHUHA NpumLLNa.

(was reading = longer action; came = shorter action)

(4uTae = gosLa Ajs; NnpyALWIa = KopoTLia 4is)
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for two or more actions which were happening at the
same time in the past.

ANA ABOX abo 6inblue Ain, AKi BiadbyBaMcA OAHOYACHO B
MUHY/IOMY. |

The people were watching while the cowboy was riding the
bull.
— Jlvogmn guBUAUCA, NOKU KOBOOM 1XaB Ha BUKY.

to give background information in a story.

o6 Hagatu ¢hoH, onucaTt 06CTaHOBKY B iCTOPIl.

The sun was shining and the birds were singing. Tom was driving his
old truck through the forest.

— CoHue cBiTMN0, NTaxu cnisasn. Tom ixaB CBOIM CTapvM NiKarnom

Yyepes Jic.
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Put the verbs in bracksts into Past Continuous

1.She (paint) a picture when | called her.
2. They (walk) to school at 8 a.m. yesterday.
3.We (not watch) TV when dad came home.
4.1 (study) English while my sister (sleep).
5.The dog (bark) all night.
6.He (drive) too fast when it started raining.
7.The children (play) in the yard in the evening.
8. My mom (cook) dinner at that time.
9.They (not listen) to the teacher.

10.1 (write) an email when you texted me.

Complete the sentences with Past Continuous

1.At7 p.m.| (do) my homework.
2.The boys (run) around the house.
3.She (not read) a book when | saw her.
4.The teacher (explain) the rules.
5.My parents (have) dinner at that moment.
6.You (cry) when your friend arrived?
7.We (wait) for the bus for 20 minutes.
8.Tom (not work) yesterday evening.
9.The birds (sing) loudly.
10.What you (do) at 10 this morning?
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Choose the correct form

1.She (was crying / were crying) when | arrived.

2. They (was playing / were playing) basketball at 6 p.m. '
3.1 (wasn'’t listening / weren’t listening) to music. Al
4.The students (was studying / were studying) for the tes-,_t'-..
5.He (was running / were running) very fast.

6.We (weren’t watching / wasn’t watching) TV.

7.The wind (was blowing / were blowing) hard yesterday.
8.My mom (was cooking / were cooking) when | got home.

9.You (were talking / was talking) too loudly.

10.The baby (were sleeping / was sleeping) peacefully.
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