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Human populations have tended to increase owver time. As ore people were born, small groups of individuals found reasons to come
together to form groups and, with the advent of agriculture, small sedentary communities. A small number of these settlements grew into
what we now call cities. This kind of growth often corresponds with a shift from one way of organizing labor to another.

The world population has grown significantly and our economies have become more industrialized over the past few hundred years. As a
result, many more people have moved into cities. This process is known as urbanization. Even after cities emerged, however, a large
majority of people lived and worked in rural areas. It was not until large-scale industrialization began in the eighteenth century that cities
really began to boom. Nearly half of all peaple now live in urban areas. They are attracted by jobs in manufacturing and the professions, as
well as by increased opportunities for education and entertainment.

Urbanization is often discussed in reference to countries that are currently in the process of industrializing and urbanizing, but all
industrialized nations have experienced urbanization at some point in their history. Moreover, urbanization is on the rise all over the globe.
One effect of this huge increase in people living in urban areas is the rise of the megacity, which is a city that has more than 10 million

inhabitants. There are now cities with even more than that. Tokyo, Japan, for example, has nearly 40 million residents. Another effect

hitps:fiwayground.comiprintquiz/G8cdB 2165 The 3614 508:0587 B LIVE wo R Ks H E E?s



10:42 1125 =strong=Extensive Exercises: Urbanization</strong=> | Wayground

of urbanization is urban sprawl. Urban sprawl is when the population of a city becomes dispersed over an increasingly large geographical
area. This movement from higher density urban cores to lower density suburbs means that as cities expand, they often begin to take up
significant tracts of land formerly used for agriculture. Sprawl also increases the need for travel infrastructure, such as roads, because
people's homes are likely to be farther away from where they work and the amenities they enjoy.

As we move forward in the 21st century, the global population is likely to continue growing. Urban areas will continue to grow with the

population. This continual growth presents complex challenges as we prepare for the cities of the future. How we choose to manage
urbanization will have consequences for our world for many years to come.
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Crowded Tokyo Street
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Question 1. What does the passage mainly describe?

a) The development of megacities only b} The invention of agriculture

¢} The history and effects of urbanization d) The decline of rural populations

Question 2. What is the main reason why cities expanded rapidly in the eighteenth century?

a) Urban sprawl b} Large-scale industrialization

¢} Technological inventions d) Growth of agriculture
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Question 3. According to the passage, what continues to drive urban growth in the 21st century?
a) Population growth b) Decline of industries
c) Agricultural expansion d) Rural development

4.

Question 4. What challenge is suggested in the passage about the future of cities?

a) How to manage the continual growth of urban areas b} How to reduce opportunities for education and entertainment

c) How to prevent industrialization d) How to stop people from moving to cities
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Question 5. What is the author’s overall attitude toward urbanization?

a) It is entirely negative b) It is a natural process with both opportunities and challenges

c) ltis less important than rural life d) ltis entirely positive
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