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An innovative company called Better Place is aiming
to make electric cars an option for all drivers. It wants
to see existing vehicles replaced by electric vehicles
which, it says, offer a number of benefits. Firstly, they
can be powered by renewable energy which produces
zero emissions. What is more, electric motors are more
efficient and can convert more than 90 percent of
power into movement, whereas the efficiency of diesel
or petrol engines is less than 20 percent. To achieve its
aim, Better Place plans to use technology which is

already available.

Traffic congestion affects people throughout the
world. Traffic jams cause smog in dozens of cities
across both the developed and developing world. In
the US, commuters spend an average of a full working
week each year sitting in traffic jams, according to the
Texas Transportation Institute. While alternative ways
of getting around are available, most people still
choose their cars because they are looking for

convenience, comfort and privacy.

With the arrival of the traffic-free shopping street,
many shops, especially those selling things like
clothes, food and smaller luxury items, prospered.
Unfortunately, it wasn't good news for everyone, as
shops selling furniture and larger electrical appliances
actually saw their sales drop. Many of these were
forced to move elsewhere, away from the city centre.
Today they are a common feature on the outskirts of
towns and cities, often situated in out-of-town retail
zones with their own car parks and other local

facilities.
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