Homework

According o recent research, British homes
are getting srmalier. The rasults of one study
suggest thot rew howsas In the UK ane, on
aweraga, twenty parcent smaller thon those
buik seventy years ago. Even if you dor't live in
anew house, the chanceas are that if you live in
the centre of a British city, you probably won't
howe that much space. The cost of housas
mecns that many peopke row live in small
apartments, and some people even live in
mecm-fats’. [The Guardian rewspapss repodts
that obout one in fiftesn fiats in London are
now smaller than the 37 mé the govemment
recommends gs a minimum,} My frst piecs of adwvice is to use colour. Many
o pacpla think that you should paint small o
But small homes don't have to feel small or clexrk racme white of canother aht colaur 1o
crowded. With some smple changes, ywou make them look bigger and brightar, but |
can make your living space fesl calm, disogree. If aroom i dork becouse it doesn't
comfortable and larger than it octually is. henve o window, t wil alweys ook dark, sven |
Hera, intenor dl_""iig'lﬁ'r Jason Chen shares his you paint it white Instead, | recommend Lsing
top tips with you dark, calm colours ke dark e or gork green
- tha room will be musch mare interesting and
actually, dark walls oftan make small rcoms
feed much bgger.

Read the article. Mumber the designer’s advice (a—d} in Secondly, think about how you stare your
order. There is one extra piece of advice, sassions, Another way tomake your moms
look bigger is to put sheles up on the wals
rather than hove big, heowy pleces of fumiture
For me, wall shehes aore greot becouse o well
paint the walls dark colours a5 beang o Lesehul weny 1o Stom your possessiors,
thay con beusad to display art, photos, plants
of oiter things thart Grad you pheasun

don't have too many possessions

use light colours

consider where to store your stuff

Firally, try 1o kaep your horma freea from stuff

= that's all those things vou don't really need
that makes wour house kook messy. | recenthy
read o report which soid that we buy twice
as marty things os we did fifty years ogo, 5o
it's no surpeise that our houses ane full of stuff
Bafora youl buy anything, think about whathes
of not you el w needd it The 12th cenbuny
artist Wiliom Morris said that you shouldn't
hawe arything in your house that isr't beautiful
of useiul and | think that's greot advica to
iollow in the 215t century, too.




Complete the information with the numbers from

the article.

1 How much smaller houses are now compared to
seventy yearsago: %

2 The number of flats in London that are 'micro-flats”:

in

3 Thesmallest size that the UK government
recommends homes should be: m#

4 The length of time it has taken for the number of
things we buy to double:  years

5 The century that the artist William Morris lived
in:......th

Read the extracts from the article. Are they facts (F) or
opinions (0)?

British homes are getting smaller.

Mew houses in the UK are, on average, twenty
percent smaller than those built seventy years ago.
One in fifteen flats in London is now smaller than
the 37 m? the government recommends as a
minimum.

Many people think that you should paint small or
dark rooms white or another light colour te make
them look bigger and brighter.

| recommend using dark, calm colours like dark blue
or dark green.

For me, wall shelves are great.

We consume twice as many things as we did fifty
years ago.

| think that’s great advice to follow in the twenty-
first century, too.




