Student: I've decided to design arcof gardenforal” ]
I've been looking at some on the web and | think that a garden on
top of a building is the up-and-coming thing.

Tutor: OK. So you've done a bit of reading already? What
bmeﬁts would there be for the clfent” (21/22}

Student: Yes, [ know. But I'd explain that in spite of the initially high
expense, they would[” ] that much in approximately five years.
Well, I'd have to do sums, | mean calculate specifically ...

Tutor: Yes, how would the saving come about?

Student: Mainly through kmeDand aircon bills. The extra
insufation offered by having a fayer of living plants in the soil would
make a huge difference.

Student: What | thought was, if they made it a|:] garden,
rather than a simple low-maintenance green roof ..

Tutor: So there'd be public access?

Student: Oh, yes! Then there'd be a sense of ownership in the local
community andDouId take responsibility for it, instead of the
supermarket paying a commercial company, and it'd really

their public relations.

Tutor: That's a good point. And have you been looking into how
roof gardens are built nowadays?

Student: I'm still exploring that, but if | take advantage of the |atest
technologies for roof gardens, it shouldn't be too difficult. But in any

case, you have to use t |materia]s.

Tutor: But that's a matter of making the right choices. You can even
usea quite traditional ones such as|'“:|fur the planting areas.

Student: Yes, that's what | thought. It'll ook good and it isn't too
heavy.

Tutor: But for the basic construction, the issue you have to address
first is the material used he building and the garden.

Student: (23/24) You mean the barrer fabric, which ensures there's.
f rai rl int uildi

Tuior:

Student: Then on the other hand, there's the business of water
within the roof garden itself.

Tutor: You mean drainage? That's an important feature of the
construction in any roof design.
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Student: Yes, but | think most drainage issues have been

for quite & long time.

Tutor: OK, but another thing is with plants in an exposed situation,
{23/24) you usually need to find ways to optimise rainfall.

Tutor: Sounds complicated! |
Student: It's less so in practice than it sounds, 1 think. |'ve been

i and actually th ones definitel

very well and they can be electronically regulated to suit the local
microclimate.

Tutor: Mmm, that sounds interesting. You seemn to have been doing
some thorough research! Make sure you all your sources
when you write it up.

Student: Yes, sure. Um, there's one more aspect I'd
run past you, if there’s time? | want to include a| |
design.
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