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LEARNING ABOUT THANKSGIVING

W

o ¢ Welcome! In this activity, you wi” Iearn about Thanl(sgiving, a

special celebration in the United States.
You will:
Read a short text about Thanl«sgiving
Learn new words

Answer questions

Have fun learning English and culture!




T[’lanksgiving Day
In the United States, Than!(sgiving Day is one of the biggest holi&ays of the 1 .
year. lt is celebrated primari|y in the United States and Canada. In the United %
States it is celebrated on the fourth Thursclay of November. It is a clay when
families from all over the United States get tc-gether (sometimes trave”ing Iong
distances) and prepare traditional dishes, watch football on TV and have a ]E?ig

mea].

A traditional meal usua”y consists of a stuffed oven roasted turLey as the main
c{is}]. Other dishes |i|<e potatoes (in various Forms) and cranberry sauce are a|so
considered traditional lay most families. Watclnfng a football game on TV has

also become part of the ThanLgivingtradition for American families. Many also

like to watch the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day paracle on TV, which is transmitted,
live from New York Cfty.




The origins of this h0|iday in the United States go back to 1621 when the

Pi|grims and the native Indians sat toget}]er and enjoyed a feast to celebrate
a successful harvest. The Pi|grims were Europeans who came to the United
States seeLing re|igious freedom. They founded a co|ony at P|ymout}1 in
present c!ay Massachusetts but would not have survived without the he|p of
the native Indians who lived there. They continued this traditional feast for
many years alcter that.

W}len the Unitecl States won its inc{epenclence From Eng|ancl in ]778, each
_ state celebrated Thaangiving on a different day. |n 1863 President Abraham

r 1_inco|n, in an eFFort to unite the northern and southern states, FixerJ
leanl«sgiving Day For t[qe entire country as t|1e |ast Thursday OF Noveml)er. In
1941, President Fran“in D Rooseve]t mac]e Thanksgiving Day the Fourtl‘n

ﬂ’lursc]ay OF Noveml)er (not necessarily the |ast one).
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/ ACTIVITY 1: TRUE or FALSE
Read the text about Thanksgiving and write TRUE or FALSE:

].Thanl«sgiving is celebratec{ in SeptEmlyer.

2. People eat turkey and pumpLin pie on ﬂnanksgiving.
3. Families celebrate Thanksgiving together.
4.T|'|an|<sgiving is celebrated on]y in Canada.

b, Peop|e watch parades and football games on Thanksgiving.
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7 ACTIVITY 2: MATCH THE WORDS
Match the words with the correct meaning:

WORD MEANING

° TurLey L Tke mont|'| w|'|en Tl’lanksgiving is ce[ebratec]

o Parade o A celebration with peop]e marching ‘
) . PumpLin pie o Thefirst pe0p|e who celebrated ﬂwanksgiving

. Family dinner o A sport people watch on ﬂmanksgfving
‘ e football game o A sweet dessert with pump|<in
o November o A big bird peop|e eat on Thanksgiving
* Pilgrims o The gatlwering mrcrops from the fields
¢ v ® Harvest : i i
iy o Fating together with famil
,//f‘ ating together with ramily
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.~ ACTIVITY 3: ANSWER THE QU.ESTIONS
Read the text again and answer the questions
in complete sentences:

1. Wh;en is Thaﬁ'ksgivin‘g ce|ebr‘a‘ted_2

2 What do p;eop_[_e _usua“:y eat on Thah]«'s-giyih‘g?-

3.Who do people celebrate Thanksgiving with?

4 What do people watch on TV on Thanksgiving?

EWhy d__o_‘, p‘eople c;e._lebral;e Than[{sgivingz




