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GPS CHALLENGE

Dear Friends,

Samy | havent blogged for & while. I've been Shinbusy

Latedy You'll find out whvy ... But first of all, s Wi s

heard of geecaching? It's a kind of freacurd-BUnting gams
5 that uses a GPS device — wsually your smariphone - 1o
find small contaners called geocaches hidden S gver the
wireld | can definitely recommend o ~ it's healthy and fun
Sa how does it work, exactly? Well, the first step & to go
10 the geacaching website or download the geccaching
app onto your phone. Then dhoose a geocache and start
noking. People have been hiding geocaches for more
than ten years, so there are literally millions of them
around the world, including Antanctica!
Geocaching began around the year 2000 However,
s similar games did exis in the past, For example, in the
middle of the 19 century, 4 game called ‘letterbong'
became popular i the south of England, People walking
in the countrysice began to hide baxes of addressed
postcards all alang the route. When other walkers Tound a
10 bex, they collected the cards and posted them,

In geocaching, the boxes contain a logbook, where the
person wha finds it can wiite their name and the date

(Ihey also record the find on the website.) Geacaches
oftem.contain a toy or gift. too. You are welcome to take
1 prowded you replace it with something you have
birawght with you

The hasic game st irvolves finding a qeocache and
pecordng it enling and in the logbook. Howeyer, there

are lots of variations: multi-Cache challenges (each cache
leads to the rext urt
Ingbook), “travelling caches’ (you move it 1o a different
lacation arnd update the indeemation an the website] and
webam caches’ {you find 2 public webcam and capture
an image of yourselt on the webcam as proot of success)

ve tried all of these types, and personally, I've enjoyed =

the multi-cache challenges the most

Gepcaching is an activity you an do alone of, like me, with
a couple of friends, ar at events with hundreds of other
fans of the game. An sxample of such event is the annual

Fumble after Dark” in Nowember in Sweden. I'm seriowsly &

thirking about jolming it next year So wivy don't you get
into geocaching 100, and | meght see you there!

Bye for now!

Claudia

Uhesit 2 Lotsure fime BEL

the final cache containing the ©
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Exercise 1: Read the blog post. Choose the correct option (a-d)

1. The activity of geocaching

a. began inthe 19t century, but only became popular
after 2000.

b. was originally only popular in one region of England,
but now has fans all over the world.

c. was called "letterboxing' when it was first invented.
d. hassimilarities with a 19th-century game.

2. The writer believes the 'Fumble after Dark' event

a. Isless fun than geocaching with a couple of friends.
b. would be a very enjoyable event to attend.

c. Isonly suitable for adventurous people.

d. needs to attract more people.

3. The writer has written the blog mainly to

a. suggest that people try geocaching.

b. explain the differences between letterboxing and
geocaching.

Cc. publicise a geocaching event in Sweden.

d. warn readers that geocaching is addiCTN{%WORKSHEETS



Exercise 2: Read the sentences and decide whether they are
True (T) or False (F)

1. Geocaches have been hidden around the world for
a decade

2. Ifyou want to take anything in the geocaches, you
need to replace it with what you have

3. The writer believes that the most enjoyable kind of
geocaching is when you have to find a series of

geocaches
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