Who Uses English?

THIS IS MITSUHIKO TANAKA, a computer programmer at an
international publishing company in Japan. He is originally from
Sendai, but he works at his company’s offices in Tokyo now, where
he lives with his wife, Tomiko, and their young son, Hiro. “English

is very important in our work. We use it to communicate with
colleagues who speak many different languages at our offices all
over the world,” says Mr. Tanaka. “We also get visitors several times
each year, so we use English for our meetings* At home, Mr. Tanaka
gets new ideas about computing from websites in English on the
Internet. He also uses his English in social media to keep in touch
with friends all over the world.

MEET LETICIA MARQUES. She works as a financial manager for

a Swedish automotive company in Curitiba, Brazil, where she
was born and raised. She is single and lives with her parents.

“I use English every day,* Ms. Marques says. *We use it in most of
our e-mails and meetings and for calls to Sweden, the U5, and
France” In her free time, she likes to watch movies in English.
“It's good for my pronunciation,” she says.

THIS IS HAMZA ITANI, an executive assistant at a four-star hotel in
Dubai, in the United Arab Emirates. Mr. Itani lives in Dubai now, but
his hometown is the city of Beirut, in Lebanon. At his job in Dubai,

Source: Authentic interviews of real people

INFER INFORMATION Check all possible answers,
according to the article.

1 Mr. Tanaka uses English . . .

[J to teach classes. [] to watch TV.
0] with colleagues. [ to use the Internet.
2 Ms. Marques uses English at work . . .
L] in e-mails. [ in international
phone calls.
[J in meetings. 1 in phone calls to

other cities in Brazil.

' 3 Mr. Itani probably uses English with hotel guests
from...

[] Canada. [] Lebanon.
(J Brazil. [] China.

he uses English every day. Business travelers and tourists from
many different countries stay at the hotel, and English is the most
common language they communicate in. “Sometimes our guests
need a tour guide, and, if I'm not too busy, | use the opportunity
to practice my English.®* When he's not at work. Mr. [tani enjoys
watching English-language TV. It helps me a lot!* he says. Mr. Itani
is married and has a one-year-old son.
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