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Reading Worksheet
ML14 Society

Politics might seem boring or confusing, but it actually shapes
the world we live in. Whether it's about building schools,
protecting the (1)......ccoeveeae , or deciding how taxes work,
political ideas are everywhere. Let's break down some key
terms and concepts to help you understand the basics of
politics - and maybe even make it fun!

Left Wing vs. Right Wing

Imagine politics as a big line. On one end, you have the left
wing, and on the other, the right wing. These are general ways
of thinking about how society should work.

* Left Wing: People on the left believe in equality and want
the government to help solve problems like (2)..................
or education. They usually support higher taxes for the
rich and public services like free healthcare. Think of them
as team “Let’s Share.” In the UK, the Labour Party is an
example of a left-wing group, and in the U.S,, the
Democratic Party leans left.

* Right Wing: People on the right believe in tradition,
freedom, and smaller governments. They think individuals
and businesses should solve problems instead of the
[ V. They're like team “Do It Yourself." The UK's
Conservative Party and the U.S. Republican Party are
examples of right-wing groups.

Conservative vs. Liberal

These are two words you hear a lot in politics, and they're
closely connected to left and right.

* Conservative: Conservatives like to stick to traditions and
change things slowly. For example, they might want to
keep old (4).eeecenirinnne or laws because they believe these
work best. They're often linked with right-wing ideas.

* Liberal: Liberals are more open to new ideas and want to
change society to make it fairer. For example, they might
fight for (5)......cceeuenn rights or better education for
everyone. Liberals usually lean toward left-wing politics.

What About the Center?

Not everyane agrees with the left or right. Some people are in
the center, where they try to take ideas from both sides.
These people are called moderates. They believe in

Fun Extras: Progressives and Populists
Politics also has some other cool terms:

* Progressives: These are people who want big changes,
like fighting climate change or creating new laws for
equality. They believe in moving (7)....cccoovvvene. forward.

* Populists: Populists focus on what they call "the common
people.” They often say, “We're here for YOU, not the
powerful elites.” Populism can exist an both the left and
right.

Politics in Action

In Canada, the Liberal Party represents left-wing ideas, while
the Conservative Party is - you guessed it - on the right. In
Australia, politics works similarly, with major parties
Bl left or right.

Why Does It Matter?

Understanding politics helps you see how decisions are made
in your country. It's like knowing the rules of a game - you can
play smarter and even join the fun. So next time you hear a
[ about taxes or climate change, you'll know wha's
saying what and why!

Politics isn't just for adults in suits; it's about ideas that
[ 10) your life. And hey, who knows? Maybe you'll run
for office one day!

Word Bank

leaning, human, government, honest, debate, society, shape, customs, environment, balance,

poverty
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