The hearse, the funeral car carrying a dead person, is a most well-known icon
of death and mourning. Since the time of horse drawn hearses, a common belief was
that if you saw a hearse, you would be the next to die. To avoid such a horrible curse,
in Victor England, it was believed that heolding a button could push away the death.
Some people held a button until they saw a bird. Others woyld go as far as to hold
their breath, close their eye and put their feet up in the air.

One of the more interesting traditions about hearses passing by is taken from
Japanese culture. Hiding one’s thumb in a fist while the hearse passed was done to
protect the parents from an early death.

Another superstition is based on which direction you see the hearse moving.
If the hearse is moving toward you and empty, it is onsidered good luck in some parts
of the United States. In other earas of the U.S., it could bring on three days of gocd
or bad luck. On the other hand, if a hearse is empty and moving away from you,

you are close to death.
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Direction: students write notes on the following points from the stories
they read. Then use the information to write a summary of the main points

of the story.

Read the following text and write the details. Important points of the story

read.

What can be inferred from the story?
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State the main idea of the story.

Summary of knowledge from reading passages
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