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In this newly emerging economic order, workers sometimes organized to protect
their rights and traditional ways of life. Craftworkers such as carpenters, printers, and
tailors formed unions, and in 1834 individual unions came together in the National
Trades’ Union. The labor movement gathiered some momentum in the decade before
the Panic of 1837, but in the depression that followed, labor’s strength collapsed. Dur-
ing hard times, few workers were willing to strike or engage in collective action. And
skilled craftworkers, who spearheaded the union movement, did not feel a particu-
larly strong bond with semiskilled factory workers and unskilled laborers. More than
a decade of agitation did finally bring a workday shortened to 10 hours to most indus-
tries by the 1850s, and the courts also recognized workers’ right to strike, but these
gains had littleimmediate impact.

6. The phrase “gathered some momen- 7. The word “spearheaded” in the pas-

tum” in the passage is closest in sage is closest in meaning to
meaning to O led

O made progress O accepted

O became active O changed

O caused changes O resisted

O combined forces

8. Which of the following statements about the labor movement of the 1800s is sup-
ported by paragraph 57

O It was successful during times of economic crisis.

O Its primary purpose was to benefit unskilled laborers

O It was slow to improve conditions for workers.

O It helped workers of all skill levels form a strong bond with each other.

Workers were united in resenting the industrial system and their loss of status, but
they were divided by ethnic and racial antagonisms, gender, conflicting religious per-
spectives, occupational differences, political party loyalties, and disagreements over
tactics. For them, the factory and industrialism were not agents of opportunity but
reminders of their loss of independence and a measure of control over their lives. As
United States society became more specialized and differentiated, greater extremes of
wealth began to appear. And as the new markets created fortunes for the few, the fac-
tory system lowered the wages of workers by dividing labor into smaller, less skilled
tasks.

9. The author identifies “political party 10. The word “them” in the passage
loyalties” and "disagreements over refers to
tactics” as two of several factors that
O workers
O encouraged workers to demand O political party loyalties
higher wages O disagreements over tactics
O created divisions among workers O agents of opportunity
O caused work to become more spe-
cialized
O increased workers’ resentment of the

industrial system

Before 1815 manufacturing in the United States had been done in homes or shops by
skilled artisans. (1) As master craftworkers, they imparted the knowledge of their trades
to apprentices and journeymen. (2) In addition, women often worked in their homes
part-time, making finished articles from raw material supplied by merchant capitalists.
{3) After 1815 this older form of manufacturing began to give way to factories with
machinery tended by unskilled or semiskilled laborers. {4) Cheap transportation net-
works, the rise of cities, and the availability of capital and credit all stimulated the shift
to factory production.

11. Directions: Look at the part of the passage that is displayed above. The numbers
(1), {2), (3), and (4) indicate where the following sentence could be added.

This new form of uf: ing depended on the i of goods to
distant locations and a centralized source of laborers.

Where would the sentence best fit?
O Choice 1
O Choice 2
O Choice 3
O Choice 4

12. Directions: Complete the table below by indicating which of the answer choices
describe characteristics of the period before 1815 and which describe characteris-
tics of the 1815-1850 period. This question is worth 3 points.

Before 1815 1815-1850

L .
L .
.
Answer Choices
1. A united, highly successful labor 5. Emphasis was placed on following
movement took shape. schedules.
2. Workers took pride in their work- 6. Workers went through an extensive
manship. period of training.
3. The income gap between the rich 7. Few workers expected to own their
and the poor increased greatly. own businesses.
4. Transportation networks began to
decline.
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