Nonfiction: American History

Date

GHOST TOWN

An old town hides in the mountains of Montana. The name of it is Garnet. Most people today
simply call it a ghost town. Many buildings still stand, but the town is silent. The last person
who lived in the town of Garnet was a storeowner who died in 1947.

Garnet was started by families who came looking for gold in 1898. Over 1,000 people made
their homes in the town. The men and women built the town by hand. Men worked hard
inside the mines. They used simple hand tools and steam engines. Sixty thousand ounces
of gold were mined near Garnet. Fifty thousand ounces of silver were found. Sixty thousand
ounces of copper were put into mining cars.

The town was not built to last very long. After five years, the gold was almost gone. The
copper was gone. Only a little silver remained. One hundred fifty people lived in the town at
that point.

World War | took the men away from the town. People packed their bags. They took their
families and moved away. A fire ruined most of the buildings in Garnet in 1912.

Garnet became a ghost town overnight. Today, the town of Garnet is full of history. Itis a
quiet place to walk around and hear whispers about life in the past.

MW
STORY QUESTIONS

1. A mineis a word for . ..
a. something that belongs to me.
b. ghost town.
¢. an underground area that is created to get minerals.
d. silver and gold.

2. Garnet is now . ..

a. a river town. €. a mining town.
b. a seaport town. d. a ghost town.
3. Why did the city of Garnet die so suddenly?
a. The gold ran out. c. The men went to fight in World War .
b. The silver ran out. d. All of the above

4. A ghost town is a place . . .
a. where there are ghost festivals each year.
b. where you go for Halloween.
c. that is haunted.
d. that has been deserted—the pecple have all moved away.
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