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Unit

can, could and (be) able to

We use can to say that something is passible or allowed, or that somebody has the ability to do
A | ~ something. We use can + infinitive (can do / can see etc.):

We can see the lake from our hotel.

‘|don’t have a pen. “You can use mine.

Can you speak any foreign languages?

| can come and see you tomorrow if you like.

The word ‘dream’ can be a noun or a verb.

The negative is can’t (= cannot):
I'm afraid | can’t come to the party on Friday.

[ -1 You can say that somebody is able to do something, but can is more usual:
q ' | We are able to see the lake from our hotel.

But can has only two forms: can (present) and could {past). So sometimes itis necessary to use
(be) able to. Compare:

| can’t sleep. | haven’t been able to sleep recently.

| Tom can come tomorrow. Tom might be able to come tomorrow,
Maria can speak French, Spanish and Applicants for the job must be able to
English. speak two foreign languages,

_ v Sometimes could is the past of can. We use could especially with:
b | B see hear smell  taste feel remember understand

We had a lovely room in the hotel. We could see the lake.
As soon as | walked into the room, | could smell gas.
I was sitting at the back of the theatre and couldn’t hear very well.

We also use could to say that somebody had the ability to do something, or was allowed
to do something:

My grandfather could speak five languages.

We were totally free. We could do what we wanted. (=we were allowed to do)

could and was able to

A We use could for general ability and with see, hear etc. ;
My grandfather could speak five languages.
| could see them, but not very clearly.

But to say that somebody succeeded in doing something in a specific situation, we normally
use was/were able to or managed to (not could):

The fire spread guickly, but everybody was able to escape. (not could escape)

| didn’t know where Max was, but | managed to find him inthe end. (not could find)

Compare:
Jack was an excellent tennis player when he was younger. He could beat anybody.
(= he was good enough to beat anybody, he had the ability)

but Jack and Andy played a match yesterday. Andy played well, but Jack managed to beat him.
(= he succeeded in beating him this time)

The negative couldn’t (could not) is possible in all situations:
1 My grandfather couldn’t swim.
| locked for Max everywhere, but | couldn’t find him.
Andy played well, but he couldn’t beat Jack.
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Exercises

m Complete the sentences using can or (be) able to. If canis not possible, use (be) able to,

1 Gary has travelled a lot. He __¢8n___speak five languages.

2 |haven't...heen able to_ _sleep very well recently.

3 Nicole oo ____drive, but she doesn't have a car.

4 Jused O oceeoceeeeeeeeeeeeee..stand on my head, but | can’t do it any more.

5 |can'tunderstand Mark. I'venever oo understand him.

6 lcan't see you on Friday, but | meet you on Saturday morning.

7 Ask Katherine about your problem. Shemight .. ________helpyou,

5 You have to be careful in this partof the city. It ... bedangerous.

9 Michael has lived in Italy a long time, so he should —.._..___________________speak Italian.

m Write sentences about yourself using the ideas in brackets.

I (something you used to be able to do)
Lused to be able to sing well. e

([something you used to be able to do)
PO e e A S U

. [something you would like to be able to do)

4 (something you have never been able to do)

W s e e e e e ” ” e

m Complete the sentences with can/can’t/could/couldn’t + the following:

believe come hear run sleep wait
| I'm afraid | ._can’t_come.___to your party next week.
2 When DanwWas 18, B s pe s g o 100 metresin 11 seconds.
3 fAreyouinahurry?  ‘No, 've got plenty of time. |, :
4 |don't feel good thismorning. | . lastnight.
5 Canyouspeakalittlelouder? | ... youverywell

6 |wasamazed when | heardthe news. | oot

m Complete the answers to the questions with was/were ableto ...,

1 A: Did everybody escape from the fire?

: Yes. The fire spread quickly, but everybody .. was able to escdpe .
: Did you finish your work this afternoon?

s Yes: there'was riobody to disturt mie, 80 b s s i st s aiaian
Did you solve the problem?

cYes,we did, EWasn t @asy, DUL W oot cee e enms e s mmns nnm s mmmmenm s sm e em e
: Did the thief get away?

' Yes. No-ane realised what was happeningand the thief .

"
T EFPODEFOED

m Complete the sentences using could, couldn’t or managed to,

My grandfather travelled a lot. He ._could. __speak five languages.

| looked everywhere for the book, but| -._C_J.@.L.*..Ldu.ﬂ.‘ft.--.ﬂnd it.

They didn’t want to come with us at first, but we ._managed. to __ persuade them.
4 Jessica had hurt her foot and ._____________________________________.walkvery well.

5 There was asmall fire in the kitchen, but fortunately | ... . .putit out.
6 Thewallswerethinand | oeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee ... hear people talking in the next room.
7 | ran my first marathon recently. It wasvery hard, BUL | e cee e finish.
8 My grandmother loved music. She . ccceracnaas play the piano very well,
9 We wanted to go to the concert, butwe . gettickets.
10 A girl fell into the river, but somepeople . pull herout. She's all right now.
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Unit

vyl could (do) and could have (done)

e " Sometimes could is the past of can (see Unit 26):
' Listen. | can hear something. (now)
| listened. | could hear something. (past)

But could is not always past. We also use could for possible actions now orin the future, especially to

make suggestions. Forexample:
@iould go to the cinema.)

What shall we

A What shall we do tonight? do tonight?

B: We could go to the cinema.

A When you go to Paris next month,
you could stay with Sarah.
B: Yes,|suppose | could.

Can is also possible in these sentences (‘We can go to the
cinema.” etc.). Could is less sure than can.

- | Wealso use could (not can) for actions that are not realistic. For example:
q I'm sa tired, | could sleep for a week. (not!can sleep for a week)

Compare can and could:
| can stay with Sarah when | go to Paris. (realistic)
Maybe | could stay with Sarah when | go to Paris. (possible, but less sure)
This is a wonderful place. | could stay here for ever. [unrealistic)

e ‘o Wealso use could (not can) to say that something is possible now or in the future:
k' ) The story could be true, but | dont think itis. (notcan be true)
| don't know what time Lisa is coming. She could get here at any time.

Compare can and could:
| The weather can change very quickly in the mountains. (in general)
The weather is nice now, but it could change later. (the weather now, notin general)

1| We use could have (done) to talk about the past. Compare:
' | I'msotired, | could sleep for a week. (now)
| was so tired, | could have slept for a week. (past)
| Thesituation is bad, but it could be worse. {how)
The situation was bad, but it could have been worse. (past)

4

Something could have happened = it was possible, but did not happen:
Why did you stay at a hatel? You could have stayed with me.
David was lucky. He could have hurt himself when he fell, but he's all right.

e =l couldn’t do something = it would not be possible:
: | couldn’t live in a big city. I'd hateit. (=it wouldn't be possible for me)
Everything is fine right now. Things couldn’t be better,

For the past we use couldn’t have . .. (= would not have been possible):
We had a really good holiday. It couldn’t have been better,

Note that ‘I couldn’t do something’ has two meanings:
(1) I couldn’t = itwould not be possible naw, | would not be able;

| couldn’t run ten kilometres now. I'm notfitenough. (=Iwould not be able)
(2) | couldn’t = | was not able (past)

| couldn’t run yesterday because I'd hurt my leg. (=1 was not able)

can and could =» Unit 26  couldn’t have (done) = Unit 288  could and might =» Unit 29C
could I/you ... 7=» Unit 37  could with if = Units 38C, 39E, 40D  Modal verbs (can/will etc.) =<» Appendix 4
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Exercises

m Which goes with which?

1 What shall we eat tonight? a We could go away somewhere. kv
2 Ineed to phone Vicky sometime. b You could give her a book. » SR
What shall | get Ann for her birthday? ¢ ‘We-could-havefish: L
Where shall we put this picture? d You could wear your brown suit, S psns
What would you like to do at the weekend? ¢ You could do it now. B et
| dont know what to wear to the wedding, [ We could hang it in the kitchen.

. Putin canorcould.

1 Thisis a wonderful place, |.._could. __stay here forever,

? I'msoangry withhim. | kill him!
3 lceeeceeceeo...._ hear a strange noise. What isit?
4 |tssonice here. | oeeeeee, sit here all day but unfortunately | have to go.
- understand your point of view, but | don't agree with you.
6 Peteris a keen musician. He plays thefluteand he ______.________________also play the piano.
7 The company Amy works forisn't doing well. She _______________________lose herjob.
5 Some people are unlucky. Life oo be very unfair.
9 I've been really stupid. | eeeeeeoeeeeeo . kick myself.
10 Be careful climbing that tree. You ..ooooocceeiceeece fall.

Complete the sentences. Choose from:

gone could be could come could sleep
have moved could have could have come could have been

: Areyou tired?

: Yes, very tired. | feel asif| _could. sleep _ fora week.

: | spent a very boring evening at home yesterday.

N I T e B e Y e e e e R S out with us.
: Shall | open this letter?

D Yes b wnimmesssemassnsgasinererrsr e M PoRant:

: How was your exam? Was it difficult?

cltwasn'tsobad. oo \WOTSE,

: | got very wet walking home in the rain.

S Why dicl o Walle?: Yol vk taken a taxi.

: Where shall we meet tomorrow?

sWell, | e to your office if you like.

: Does Tom still live in the same place?

sPrhetsire Hedould hueswmeeniennnanessss s ssnme

: Did you po to university?

O (V1o T W0 10 Lo [ = 1< ,but I didn’t want to.

D rrm>PONFPEEP@DHDX>E>FPDE@T>

Complete the sentences. Use couldn’t or couldn’t have +these verbs (in the correct form):
afford be be live manage stand study wear

| |._.comldn’t live _inabigcity. I'd hateit.

2 We had a really good holiday. It ._couldn’t have been . better,

3 nssmera sneeres e s sre s o ANBEHAE. PEopleWotld | aiigh atnie

4 Youhelpedmealot, | oo Without you.

5 The staff at the hotel werereally good. They ... miOTe helpful

6 There's no way we could DUy 8 Car oW, We i icariicceom i namesmasssesiasmammm s eman: it.

" Jack prepared for the exam as Well 85 he CoUlt. HE auimaecamecimionasenosemnsmsnnensnssonssnnnsnnssnnnnnnsnssass harder,

8 lwouldn't like to live near the motorway. | .o eeme e eeeeeee. LHE N0 SE Of
the traffic.

-» Additional exercises 16-18 (pages 311-13) 55

ueLIVEWORKSHEETS



