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Dictation

1 [Track 16] Listen and write the sentences you
hear, including the punctuation.
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Listening

2 [Track 17] You will hear three different
recordings. Listen and choose the correct answer,
A, BorC.

Recording 1

1 The man’s headaches

A got better when he took aspirins.

B were worst in the morning,.

C stopped him from sleeping.

2 Holding a pencil in his mouth

A proved that the man’s jaw was the problem.

B cured the problem completely.

C made no difference to the man’s
headaches.

Recording 2

3 The speakers are travelling

A by car.

B by ferry.

C by bus.

4 What does the girl say about olives?

A They don'’t stop sickness.

B She’s eaten all hers.

C She doesn’t like them.

Recording 3

5 The girl might not go to the theatre because

A she doesn’t feel well.

B she keeps coughing.

C she's cold.

6 The boy gives the girl dark chocolate because

A it tastes nicer than milk chocolate.

B it contains something that milk chocolate doesn't
have.

C it will make her feel better for missing the

theatre.
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Reading
3 Read the texts and answer the questions.

Text1

Beth was ill = she was sicker than anyone thought.
The girls knew nothing about illness, and Mr
Laurence, their neighbour, was not allowed to see her.
Meg stayed at home so that she wouldn’t infect the
family she worked for. She did the housework just to
have something to do in the day. She felt terrible
when she wrote letters to Mrs March, their mother,
but said nothing in them about Beth's illness. She
didn’t think it was right, but she had promised
Hannah that she wouldn’t say anything -
Hannah had told her she didn't want Mrs March to
worry about something that Beth would probably
get over.

Jo looked after Beth day and night. It wasn’t
difficult because Beth was very patient, and never
complained about her pain. But eventually she
almost lost her voice; she tried to sing with such a sore
throat that there was no music left; she did not
know the familiar faces around her but called them
the wrong names; and she wanted her mother. Then
Jo became frightened, Meg wanted to write the
truth to Mrs March, and even Hannah said she
would think about it, but that there was no danger
yet.

The days seemed so dark then. And the hearts of the
sisters were sad as they worked and waited, while
death came closer to their door.

Adapted from: Louisa May Alcott, Little Women,
Chapter 18: Dark Days

Text 2

Scarlet fever is one of the most common
classic eighteenth-and
nineteenth-century literature. That is because,

illnesses  described in

before the discovery of antibiotics, it was one of
the major causes of death.

It is easy to catch the disease. It is spread by getting
too close to the infected person, touching them or
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using things such as the same towels. People who
catch the disease get a sore throat and a fever —a
high temperature in other words. The name scarlet
fever comes from the fact that the patient’s tongue
goes a bright red colour. A day or two after the fever
starts, the patient then gets a rash which usually
starts on the neck and face but soon spreads all over
the body. Anyone can catch it, but it is most
common among children aged between two and
eight years old.

In 1900, a cure for the disease was found and many
more people were able to survive. It was still
dangerous, though, and remained deadly until
the invention of penicillin. Nowadays, it doesn’t
usually cause any serious problems provided that
people are able to get medical treatment as soon
as possible. Once this has been done, it means
taking antibiotics for a few days and having a week
off school.

Text1

1 Why didn’t Meg tell her mother about Beth's
illness?

2 Why was it easy for Jo to take care of Beth?

Text 2

3 Why did so many eighteenth- and
nineteenth-century authors write about scarlet
fever?

4 When was scarlet fever no longer a deadly
disease?
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