Rescuers believe that the baby and her  Rescuers named the baby orangutan
mom had been driven out of their forest “Kesi,” meaning “child born in difficult
home when it was destroyed to make times.” That name is fitting for many
way for a palm oil plantation. Hungry orangutans living in the wild today.
and weak, the mother was likely walking
in the forest in search of food when she
encountered some people working there.
Luckily, the baby orangutan was rescued

before more harm was done.
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! hundred years ago, about 230,000

fewer than 50,000 are left in the wild,

orangutans lived on Earth. Today,

living exclusively on the islands of Borneo
and Sumatra. These islands happen to
be ground zero for one of the world’s
most controversial and rapidly growing

industries: palm oil.
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The cultivation of palm oil is the biggest
threat to orangutans. Although their
survival gravely depends on rainforests,
people have continuously destroyed
rainforests to make room for the production
of palm oil. Deforestation has reduced
the habitat of the orangutans, which in
turn has caused thousands of the animals
to die. At this rate,
orangutans
could become
extinct in less

than 25 years.




